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I own my extract Perhaps by reaſon of 
that ſuperior rank l now hold in the World. 

On what foundatiot this yanity is grounded; 
I cannot determine; büt, be that as it will, T 
confeſs myſelf greatly perplexed at my firſt ſet- 
ting out. Religion, tis true, and proper re- 
flections, have long ſince convinced me of the 
abſurdity of this weakneſs; yet ſtill I can ſcarce 
perſuade myſelf, that, g Lat as ſhe is at preſent, 
the Marchioneſs of L. V. is, originally, no bet- 
ter than Jane, daughter of John — wood 
Cutter in the Foreſt of Fontainebleau. + 
| To ſo mean a perſon I owe my origin. My 
mother waited on the Counteſs of M near whole 
_ Caſtle ſtands the Hamlet in which I firſt drew 
| breath. My father was gardener to the Count, 

when _ tler fell in love * him; "and her 


Vor. . * I 38 8 ay © Paſſion 


2 The Fortunate Cæuntry Maid. 
paſſion overpowering the Lady's remonſtrances, 
who deſigned her a better proviſion, ſhe married 
at all hazards, chuſing to run the ſame fortune 
with him, which from very indifferent, ſoon 
grew much worſe. _ For leaving his maſter, a 
perſon much reſpected by his neighbours, in an 
abrupt manner, he could not get another ſervice, 
and conſequently was obliged to quit his profeſ- 
fion. Upon this he ſettled in the Hamlet I juſt 
now mentioned, and took to cleaving of wood 
in the Foreſt for the ſupport of himſelf and 
family. I was the firſt fruit of their marriage 
and as their mutual affection triumphed over 
their poverty, my birth, inſtead of creating any 
uneaſineſs, ſeemed to beſpeak them happier 
days. How far they were in the right, the 
ſequel of my ſtory muſt determine. 

The Counteſs did them the honour to ſtand 
god - mother; for it was not long before my mo- 
ther regained her favour. She went often to 
the Caſtle, and ſeldom returned empty- handed; 
as the Lady had formerly made a confident of her, 
there might be reaſons for keeping up à good 
underſtanding. | 3 
The Marqueſi of C. V. who lived in the 
neighbourhood, was pitched upon by the Counteſs 
to ſtand with her. | | 

The ceremony was performed with ſome 
pomp, and our family experienced the ſweets 
of the honour done us, in the preſents uſual on 
ſuch occaſions, 1 be Wo 

My mother, during the time ſhe waited on 
the Counteſs, who for the moſt part lived in 


Paris, had ſeen ſomething of the world, which 
| | Was 


\ 
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was of ſingular ſervice in my education. She 
brought me to an early acquaintance with the 
reſervedneſs ſo becoming our ſex, often telling 
me, that virtue and diſcretion were ſuitable 
to every condition of life. She confirmed theſe 
precepts with proper examples, the recital] of 
which, being a very agreeable amuſement, was 
often a reward when I had behaved well. Our 
family increafed, a brother and ſiſter, with 
myſelf, ſpent our childhood in doing my father 
little ſervices in his way of buſineſs. The 
tender conſtitution of my mother hindered her 
from going with my father to the Foreſt, 
whither my brother and ſiſter went every day. 
T was left at home with my mother, and the 
hardeſt labour I underwent was to carry their 
dinner. This my brother and ſiſter continually 
reſented as the effect of my mother's partiality 
to me, and their complaints were often ſeconded 
by my father; ſo that every day afforded me 
freſh inſtances of that coarſe behaviour which is 
_ continually growing upon thoſe who are placed 
in low life: Poſſibly the mind, when depreſſed 
by want and hard labour, becomes incapable of 
generous ſentiments. - | 
Their ill uſage made me very uneaſy; at 
proper opportunities I bemoaned myſelf to my 
mother. She comforted me, and directed an 
offering to be made of what I ſuffered to God, 
by whom, ſhe affured, I ſhould be enabled to 
bear my afflictions in a proper manner. 
Neyertheleſs they increaſed daily, eſpecially 
as I now began to ſet ſome value on my own 
little perſon, being turned of thirteen. I was 
: B 2 | ſent 
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ſent one day with.cream to her Ladyſhip at the 
Caftle; ſhe preſented me as her God-daughter 


to a gentleman very richly dreſſed. He was fo _ 


taken with me, that he could not forbear crying 
out ſeveral times, Heavens! how handſome 
<6. ſhe is | She will prove a beauty: What eyes, 
% Madam, when enlivened with love!“ Take 
Care what you ſav,” replied the .Counteſs, * ſhe 
1 will too ſoon become acquainted with things 
* of that nature. Go, go, Jenny, don't mind 
© him; he ſays as much to every one he meets. 
This put me to the bluſh, and I was glad to get 
* . | hp 
off, making a very low, but aukward reverence 
$0 my God-mother, * 9 | 
_ My head ran very much upon what the fine 


8 . ſuch I took him to be) had ſaid. 


What can he mean, thought I to myſelf, by 
ſaying my eyes will be, I know not what, when 
enlivened with /ove? This love perplexed me; 
I fain would have met with it to try its effects 
on my eyes. Neither ſimplicity of manners, 
nor tenderneſs of age, are proof againſt vanity: 
Girls are ever apt to think themſelves handſome z 
at leaſt it was always my weakneſs, and who- 
ever praiſed my beauty, tho? I had no other re- 
_ .gard for them, were ſure to pleaſe me. 
..... Returning from the Foreſt one day, whither 
I had carried ſome refreſhment to my father, I 
perceived a company. of horſemen coming to- 
ward me. I drew off to the road-fide in order 
to ſee them paſs. Tho' I had never ſeen the 
King, I had often heard talk of him, and, as I 
Eknew he was in the neighbourhood, I was now 
in hopes of ſatisfying my curiofity. The idea 


— 
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; \ | 
I had formed of his perſon, repreſented him al- 
together charming, and ſo far diſtinguiſhable 
from the reſt of mankind, that he might be 
fingled out at firſt ſight from all his attendants. 
When they came near me, I looked for the 
King with great earneſtneſs: But the whole 
company being of the greateſt diitintion both 
as to their perſons and dreſs, I was at a loſs; 
imagining the King, tobe ſure, muſt be covered 
with gold from head to foot. They were al- 
moſt paſt me, vet J had not found what fo 
earneſtly I fought. Upon this I ran haſtily up 
to one of the company, crying aloud, Sir, 
„ ſhew me the King, I never ſaw him in my 
life.“ With all my heart, pretty maid,” 
anſwered the Nobleman with a countenance ex- 
eeedingly amiable; © That is he. Which, 
* Sir?” cried J. Give me your hand,” 
ſaid the Nobleman; then pointing with it, 
That is he who makes ſo grand an appearance 
on the white horſe.“ Yes, yes, it is the 
King,” cried I, quite tranſported: ** Good 
WS: God, how handſome he is! How happy 
„ ſhould I be, if he did not go fo faſt! Oh 
dear, he is gone already!“ My exclamations 
made him ſmile, he ſtopped, and conſidered me 
with great attention: She is a lovely creature,” 
ſays he: © This unaffected ſimplicity charms ex- 
ceedingly, and is infinitely preferable to the 
. © ſtudied arts our women put in practice. Can 
any one. behold her. without being moved? 
Where do you live, my pretty dear? In that 
village, anſwered I, pointing to it. Will 
- - you give me leave to come and ſee you?“ If 
7 B 3 * 
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<< it depended, Sir, upon me, anſwered k, 
«© your viſit would not be diſagreeable; but 1 
am not my own miſtreſs.” *© Let me alone to 
© contrive it;“ replied he, © you ſhall have no 
© blame,” Fuſt as he had done ſpeaking, one of 
the OPER comes galloping back to him, cry- 
ing out, The King calls for you, Marque 3 
his Majeſty muſt know what this girl has been 
enquiring of you about, and the occaſion of 
ber ſurpriſe, which ſhe betrayed in ſuch an 
© agreeable manner; the whole Court is mightily 
taken with the ſimplicity of her behaviour.” 
© I don't wonder at it, replied the Margueſs, 


you ſee what a lovely creature it is; our 


© Mafter ought to give her a gratification ; at 
F leaſt I'll do what I can to promote it.* © So 
* will I,* added the other, looking at me very 
attentive . Where does ſhe live? ſhe is ex- 


+ , © ceeding handſome; I am deſperately in love 


- © with ber.” Saying this he offered me his hand, 
but as I would not take any notice of it, he 
prepared to alight. 'T his put me into ſuch a con- 
| Rernation, that I took to my heels. towards the 
village. Stay, ſtay, pretty maid,* cried the 
- Margueſs, nobody deſigns you any harm.“ I 
ſcarce heard theſe laſt words, I had made fo 
much haſte, never looking back till I was juſt 
at home. I then perceived only one horſeman 
at ,the place I ran from, and it was not long 
before 1 diſcovered the HZargque/s. to be the perſon. 
I got home full of what had paſled, and much 
taken with the civilities I had received. My 


14 mother knew me too well not to be ſenſible that 


- ſomething extraordinary had happened; = | 
C wo 
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would be acquainted with it, and I very. heron 
told the whole adventure. i 
II I am willing to excuſe your curioſi ity, l | 
the, when I had done, * for his fake who oc- 
* calioned it ; another time be more upon your 
| © guard. Not that you were to blame in ad- 
© drefling yourſelf to the Nobleman you ſpeak of, 
© as it was perhaps the only means you had of 
4 finding out the King but for the future loo 
© that you never ſuffer yourſelf to be dazzled 
wich an empty ſhow and the diſcourſe of 
men. As to this Nobleman in particular, you 
© never named him but with an unuſual emotion. 
Ah! Jane, Jane, all is not right! Vou have 
given your eyes too much liberty; whereas 
in regard of men you ought not to have any. 
: Their praiſes are juſtly to be ſuſpected, as they 
© always tend to promote their deſigns. Re- 
© member this. However, -it muſt be acknow= 
© ledged you acted very prudently in making your 
© eſcape, wien the other Nobleman began to 
© importune you.” | 
A neighbour happening to come in upon us, 
prevented my making a reply, which increaſed 
my uneaſineſs and occaſioned many reflections; 
J particularly refolved/from that moment to be 
more upon the reſerve with my mother. 

Great caution ſhould be uſed in the education 
of youth, leſt in giving inſtructions they be 
taught thoſe things to which they cannot be too 
* ſtrangers, as it happened in this very caſe. 

had entirely forgot that the compliments, 

aſſed upon me by the courtiers, had created the 
00 fatufaction in my breaſt; but my mother's 
B 4 admonitions 
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x |S oy en NT thoſe” wee ideas, 

and a nem pleaſure aroſe on recalling t em to 

wind. All this was entirely owing to what my 

5 mother. had ſaid; and my reſolving never more 

. - _ to make 'A confident. of bes, ya, not.the leaſt * 
3 of the miſchief. . RIS” 

T fell into a great petplexity 'ﬆ mind ; 7 my 

l amuſements became. pid, and bene 

an in my head but the ga appearance «< of the 

_-Court: Gar cn ro when placed 

n oppoſition, created a perfe: loathipg, though | 

- hitherto they had. been agreeable enough; par- 

e, a woodmbpger's Tons. who. had made 


lin, "for, that, Was his name, had | ome. ſhare of 
* Peau auty, Was remarkably neater, and n more. polite, 
| than Is. "uſual with, 117 of *hi3 "rank: e 
„„ ected. NO, opportunity of ſhewin 725 reſpect, 
3 as I Vas very ford of flowers, he often Pre- 
"i | Cf nted me 59158 95% „His diioguiſhing ' me in 
| this manner, though le drew on the envy of 
7 others, Was not in the leaſt unacceptable to my_ 
Vanity: However, I had no ſooner ſeen the 
1 Marpueſs, but, farewel Colin. I obſerved this 
aA lteration in myſelf, but my thoughts were 
then in tos great a hurry to perceive the real 


* 


| diſcovered. 5 

FT Three days were now "paſſed fi ince the ad- 
3 venture Which, raiſed. this commotion in 5 
breaſt. The Morgue Ps. expreſſions were never 

cut of my mind; Voung as I was, far from 
knowing the danger « of _ ſuch refleQtions, I en- 
tertained them with ; 2 ie et ſatis faction; I. even 


motive, which neyerthelels Was not long un- EY 


1 tee ak, — repeated. 


ſome adragces towards g gaining. m " affe&iong, . 
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repeated to myſelf his very words, particularly 
his promiſe of making me a viſit. Upon the 
leaſt noiſe F concluded he was come, and then 
a childiſh bluſh and fluttering of the heart 
were ſure to follow to that degree, that often · 
times I was fcarce myſelf. 

In fine,. four days were elapſed ance] met the 
Marqueſs, when, being at church, I heard ſome. 
horſes ſtop. at the door. Looking, back on a. 
ſudden, - Heavens | who ſhould . I ſee but the 
Marqueſs himſelf, entering in ſuch a_ graceful. 
manner as quite charmed me, and drew the 
attention of the whole aſſembly on him. Our 
eyes ſoon met, for he preſently diſcovered me, 
though in the midſt of the crowd, and in one 
look, as I fanſied, repeated all that he had faid 
in the Foreſt. | 

It was evident he muſt be a. perſon of great 
diſtinRtion, for the Vicar immediately ſent to 
invite him into the choir: He was forced to 
comply; an eaſy. chair was brought, and the. 
place cleared. 

I fared with all the eyes T. had, e 
with the deference paid to his quality; ſure 

enough, prayers were never faid with leſs at» 
tention. . 1 

Set vice was NO oder 1 but the Morgue 55 
retired. In the middle of the church he 
ſtopped, and fixing his eve upon me, whiſpered 
ſomething. to his gentleman, as it proved to be, 
who alſo looked at me: Then raiſing his voice 
as he went out, Stay in this village, * ſays he, 

till my retinue comes up: J intend to dine 
©at the Caſtle, and in the afternoon ſee what 


* diverſion the field affords.“ 
5 I wags 
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I was very well pleaſed to hear how he dif- 

poſed of himſelf, and as much concerned at his 
departure, tho” I knew not why. My 
were continually upon him, when at laſt he too 
horſe with his attendants, the perſon before- 
mentioned ſtanding near him ;. at going off he 
made me a low bow. The girls who were with 
me ſtared upon each other; Look now,” ſays 
one, © how complaiſant the courtiers are : when 
© do you ſee our clowns do ſo?” Ay but,” 
cried another, did you take notice how hand- 
ſome and genteel he is? © Yes, yes, ſays a 
third, one would ſwear his eyes could ſpeak.” 
Though I ſaid nothing to all this, 1 did not loſe 
a word of it. | | 

With this kind of diſcourſe we reached home, 
I often looking behind me, in continual expec- 
tation of fome new adventure. The anſwers 
I made were very incoherent, full as I was of 
the viſit which vanity had placed to my own: 
account. And yet this ſatisfaction was not a. 
little embittered when I reflected that the Mar- 
gueſs dined at the Caſtle. The Counteſs, it is 
true, was paſt her prime, but had charms ſuffi- 
cient to attract the e of a young man; 
at leaſt jealouſy preſented it in this light. 

But all this was pure imagination, and I was. 
ſoon convineed his deſigns did not center there. 
The perſon, he ſpoke to in the church, had tbe 
addreſs to inſinuate himſelf into the company of: 
us girls, as we were chattering together: He 
had fallen into diſcourſe with one of my com- 
panions fo as to be eaſily over heard by me. 
How do you divert yourſelves on . Sundays? 
ſays 
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ſays he, Do you dance? or, do you walk 

about the woods and fields? For theſe, I 
© take it, are your ordinary amuſements.” 
„Sometimes the one, ſometimes the other; 
replied the girl with whom he was talking: 
Indeed, Sir, one would imagine you was born 
< in the country, added ſne, you ſeem ſo 
5 well acquainted with the cuſtom of it.“ It is 
© very true,” ſays he, you are in the right; 
© but fince I had the honour to ſerve my Lord 
© Margueſs, I have buried all reliſh for the 
© country in the pleaſures of a town life. 
© Notwithſtanding theſe fine cloaths, I am 
* country-born/as you are; but in the ſervice I 
Dam in, I look upon my fortune as good as 
made, ſo noble a perſon is my maſter. Young 
* as he is, ſincerity, diſcretion, and affability 
© reign in him; his word is as ſure as the day; 
© we meet with few like him.“ He looks to be 
ſuch a perſon,“ ſays the girl. How looks!“ 
replied the gentleman, © I tell you he never 
© broke his word the leaſt tittle. But I have 
_ © been very uneaſy for him of late. He is grown. 
* thoughtful and melancholy on a ſudden. 
What has happened to occaſion it, Iknow not, 
but he is never out of the ſaddle now-a-days; 

no ps. N yeſterday we ſcoured the woods 
© and highways- from mor ning till night: I ſhould. 
be very ſorry to have him take a diſlike to Paris, 
bas it is infinitely preferable to the country both 
for diverſions and company, neither of which 
is ever wanting there all the day,: Whereas. 
here one muſt work from ſun-riſe to ſun- ſet, 
* and ſcarce be paid for his labour.“ Whilſt he 
* B 6; | talked: 
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talked in this manner; he had in his hand a paper; 
which, by a ſign he made, I eaſily : underſtood 
was inveiwled: for me. Agcordingly, . taking a 
proper opportunity, he gave it unperceived by 
the company. By my dexterity in ſecuring this 
Billet. doux, one would have imagined it was not the 
firſt I had receivedby many. I was no ſooner with- 
drawn, but J found myſelf cruelly diſappointed 
| upon breaking: open the letter; my mother, it is 
true, had taught me to read in a book, but LWẽãas 
an utter ſtranger to all written hand. At firſt I 
thought of applying my ſelf to the ſchool maſter 
of the village; but · this was running too great a 
| hazard, eſpecially after what had paſſed between 
my mother and me. There was but one ex- 
pedient I could deviſe, the very thought ſet me 
a laughing; and for a country girl I fourteen. 
vas pleaſantly enough contrived. l 
It was my admirer Colin, Sho: wb Hy, read 
und write, that I reſolved to employ. on this oe- 
caſion. An opportunity, quickly offered ity 
ſelf,” tho! to me it ſeemed an age, by his waiting 
upon me with a. preſent of flowers: |, received 
it with greater condeſcenſion than uſual, and 


the emotion my intended project : occaſioned; 


made every feature in: my face appear to an ad- 


2 an Tou are killingly handſome to. day; 


* my lovely Au, ſays he, with an air of 
6 anden ; you. ſparkle beyond. any thing 
one fees elſewhere: Fuith, I am contiaually 
Zh, +. thioking of you; 891 where] will you are always 
* before my eyes. What. a ſhape l continued 
« he, taking me about the waiſt.? - Clin; 
86 be quiet,”? I cried, ** can't you: ſpcaks, but 
b 2 1 2 eur 
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" 2 er your ade: muſt. be employed ? This un- 
+ i trick of. yours ſpoiled me an apron ' 


i 13 laſt Sunday; I ſuppoſe you intend me the 


- * fame favour to-day,”.... Froth, am to 


5 blame, anf « ered Calin, he that breaks aglaſs 
- *- muſt pay for it, IJ ought-to make you a preſent 


„ of an apron; I ſhall go to town, to- morrow, 
and will buy ſome of the ſame ſort.“ That's 


400 not the buſimeſs at preſent, ſaid , interrupting 
him, you, muſt do me a kindneſs.” Eu do 


2 


vou fifty, cried he tranſported; what is it? 


ell be quartered to oblige you.“ "ec Let us get 
«< firſt to that tree, replied I, © that we may 


+66 talk: without being obſerv ed. „ What a 


happy fellow am I, ſays Colin! Ah! Jenny, 


indecd. I love you and now I perceiye yau 


+ begin to make ſome return: Zookers, if it 
«were once come to that, who knows what may 


happen? Lis true vou have not a groat ? 
but what of that? itſis not money that makes 
people happy: you are pretty, and as fair as 
alabaſter, have eyes like a mouſe, and are as 
ſtraight as a maypole; that is fortune enough. 
My Father perhaps looks one way, and Lan- 
© other : What then? He ſhall hear reaſon; or 
© waunts, Il go for a ſoldier.” “ All this,” 
ſays I, is foreign to: What! am going to ſay. 
«Will you promiſe me to keep a ſecret, and 
Ss. nerbaenmes ** Welt, anſwered. n 81 


. 


2 huſband: 


v 


1 
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- * huſband: Adſnipgers, there would be fine 
work, if I could not keep a ſecret !* + For 
that reaſoh, replied I, are the per- 
K ſon I pitched upon in this affair, 
«© quaint you, that a friend of mine has re- 
_< ceived a letter; but as ſhe can't read, ſhe has 
employed me to know of you the contents, 
„ and get an anſwer wrote if it be neceſſary.“ 


Tf 


I muſt ac- 


© Let's fee, let's ſee,” ſaid Colin, taking it out 


of my hand, that's ſoon done. Is it not 


* from the gentleman in red, I ſaw talking 
© before your door?” Right, anſwered J, 


| overjoyed to find him in a wrong ſcent. * Bletus ? 
added he, I'm glad on't; 1 was a little ruffled: 


to ſee him ſo buſy. I began to think he might 


have a deſign upon you. There you would 


have been quite out, anſwered I, for he 


never fo much as ſpoke a ſingle word to me.“ 
That I am ſenſible of, replied Colin, for 1 
took care not to be far off. But let's ſee, 


what have we got here? I wiſh him well, 


'© fince 'tis ſo; otherwiſe, for all his finery, I 
1 would have made him know what it is to tread- 
_ '* upon people's heels.” Saying this he read as 


follows : 


Ihe Marqueſs of L. V's Letter to Jane B=—. 


EF HIS ts the only method left me to acquaint 
AL you, my charming creature, with the deep 
imdreſſion yon made on my heart from the 
firſt moment wwe met. I was in hopes of ſeeing 
you again at the ſame place, and have been con- 


We on brſeback in queſt of thot deni, 
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A laft I thought of your pariſh church, where 
F might: poſſibly ſee you. I ſhall not ſpeak to you- 
at preſent ; but will. order matters ſo as to do it 
without being obſerved. Be not wanting, my. dear 
girl, on your part, to aſſiſt in what I ſhall con- 
trive hereafter for your ſervice. *Tis impoſſible: . 
to expreſs. how much I love on | 
FA | The Marquis of E. V. 
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Il liſtened to what Colin ſaid with the greateſt 
attention; I even made him repeat it ſeveral: 
times, and felt a ſatisfac tion I never experi- 
enced before. To be beloved by ſo compleat a 
perſon ' was a bewitching. thing for a er. 
irl, whoſe ambition could not have looked fo: 
high. As I was taken up with this reflection, 
Colin, who eaſily obſerved it, cried out, *Why,, * 
© Jenny, methinks this letter makes you thought 
© ful. Gadzeokers, if it ſhould be really fo 1 
© would tear it.“ «© Lord, I'am thinking,” 
fays I (being come to myſelf, and apprehenſive 
left he ſhould ſuſpect any thing) of my friend; 
W the muſt be very happy to have ſuch a perſon- 
„ in love with her. One would think he is 
„ fincere by what he writes, and conſequently- 
* ſhe ſhould not diſcourage him.” No, 
certainly, replied Colin, ſhe that will not toben 
« /be may—If he is in earneſt, ſhe ought to "i 
© ſtrike the bargain at once, without />:/ly hhally, --', © 
* * which ruins fo many girls. They muſt be 19 
© coy, forſooth; they muſt mince, they muſt 
©. fiddle faddle ; and what comes of all this? why. 
© the ſpark gives them the bag to hold, finding 
© a better reception elſewhere, and they may go A 
? 6 hang N PE 
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© hang themſelves. Pho ! the bird is flown, 
« and they put finger in the eye, marry, come 
Sap... not ſo, Jenny ? I ſpeak of us country 
© lads; but as for your town gentry, do you 
© ſee, why you had beſt have a care of the main 
© ehance, for that is all they want, and then 
© Jeave you to make the beſt of a bad market.” 


Ah!] true enough,” anſwered J. none but 


& fools will truſt them. Bye, bye, Colin, I 
«© muſt go and acquaint my friend with the 
© contents. of her. letter, and know what an- 
„ {wer ſhe will give. I'll be with you again 
d preſently, and bring pen and ink for you to 
« write theanſwer,. will ye, Colin? There 
is no occaſion for ſuch a hurry,” ſays he; 
© but you are always in haſte. when I am by.” 

e Well, well, Calin, I replied, ** we ſhall 
«* have opportunities enough. Adieu, I am 


under a promiſe, and a maid, IN n | 


« muſt keep her word.“ 
_ Saying this I roſe, and made the beſt of my 


way towards the village. But being come to | 


Warren,. which. had. a retired place in one 
corner, I there threw myſelf on the graſs, and 
ran over the letter in my mind. Vanity had 
already found the way into my breaſt, young 
as I was, and betrayed itſelf on a thouſand dif- 
ferent occaſions. My.cloaths were ſuperior to 
any in the village, and yet I often. ſtaid at home 
under a pretended indiſpoſition, when there was 
any new piece of finery, wanting to compleat 
my dreſs. This frequently drew the raillery 
of my acquaintance upon me to my no ſmall 
vexation. I found in myſelf an elevation of 

| mind, 
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\ 
13 
1 
mind, which would not- ' ſuffer me to ſtoop to 2 : 3 ; 
carriage ſuitable with a clowniſh life: My — 
ſoul was on fire at the very name of Paris; and I 
- when my mother gave me the hiſtory of any * 


country | girl, who had there made her fortune, 
it always ran in my head I ſhould have the fame 
good luck.: Let any one judge then what an 
impreſſion the Margueſs's perſon and letter 
muſt make. My head ran on nothing elſe, and 
my pride drew very favourable conſequences for 4 
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the time to come. Above all, I determined to 1 
anſwer the letter, tho“ the ſhame' of owning I WM 
could not write, gave me ſome uneaſineſs; and iF 
yet [| refolved to do it, that I might not be obliged. 1 
to employ Cin any nrore” leſt his diſtruſtful E 
Tature ſhould, difcoyer my affair; befides his IF 
very perſon was become' difagr: eable from the 3 
very moment ] fancied myſel beloved by the 1 
Margueſs. Such were my reflecti ins at that 
time of day, when ! had not the addreſs T | 
acquired afterwards. People may talk of natural E: 
parts; but without experience, little is it to be = 
expected from thence. , I had the precaution be- 1 


fore I came from home, to furniſh myſelf with 
the neceſſary implements for writing, and as [ 
had ſtaid a ſufficient time for talking with my 
tuppoled friend, returned to Colin. | When he 
ſaw me coming. he Tan to meet me. 

wt Dear Jenny.“ *fa) s he, © you hive made haſte,” 
Ves, I refilled. „met Molly in the =} 
5 Warren, ſhe was in a gfeat hurry to be gone, — 
after we had talked together, for fear of 4 
* being diſcovered. Ah, cunning bag- 


Sage * cried Colin, © if ever ſhe marries, 
_ the 
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© ſhe will be one too. many for her huſ- 
band.. We have no time to loſe,” ſays IL. 


5 interrupting him, let us write the letter“ 
Colin took the paper, and making a deſk of 


the crown of his bat, Now, fays he, what 


* muſt I write to this. fine ſpark, * „ Why, 
© ſhe would have you tell * anſwered I, 
*c that 

<< She has not ſo good : an opinion. of herſelf 
© as to imagine he can be ſo much in love as he 
« ſeems to ſay ; that, notwithſtanding her mean 
© education, ſhe knows the duty ſhe owes her- 


& ſelf well enough, to be ſenſible of the un- 


s ſuitableneſs of the paſſion he aims to create; 


& that ſhe could wiſh, tho? ſhe knows not Why. : 


© he were ſincerer in what he ſays : That ſhe 
«© cannot write, and conſequently i is obliged to 
have recourſe to another in order to anſwer 
cc his letter; but ſhe will not run the ſame 
Hazard any more for fear 
Thank you | for nothing,” cried Colin inter- 
rupting me, * I'll write no ſuch thing,” 

«© Why ſo?” fays I, That's only to have 


done with me,' replied he, when you have 
© no farther occaſion. —No, no, the Devil take 


< me if 1 write it.” Come, come, Colin, 

anſwered I, let's have no more words, we 

© may be ſurpriſed before we make an end.“ 
He. complied at laſt, muttering ſomething to 

himſelf, and my letter ended with a grateful ac- 

knowledgement of the Margueſs's kindneſs. 

As ſoon as the letter was finiſhed, I put it 


up and returned home, Colin accompanying me, 


which I was well enough pleaſed with, leſt my. 
mother; 


LY 
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mother ſhould take me to taſk. She approved 
of our correſpondence, as ſhe had her views in 
it, and would gladly bave had his father in the 
ſame way of thinking, there w ee 
matters to be expected. | 
When I had — home it was tion to! g0 
to church, whither I was followed by the Mar- 
gueſs's gentleman, who placed himſelf cloſe be- 
hind me. I eaſily underſtood, though I was but 
a beginner, that he waited for my anſwer, My 
prayer-book was the beſt conveyance I could 
pitch upon forgiving the letter, and which, by 
his dexterity, ſucceeded admirably well. Soon 
after Iretired, and ſaw no more of him. 
It is not to be expreſſed how much I enjoyed 
myſelf, upon having accompliſhed my deſign 
without being diſcovered. What a ſkilful 
maſter muſt love be, employing every thing to 
compaſs his ends ! Under him f made a con- 
ſiderable progrefs in a ſhort time, and ſoon be- 
2 a great proficient, as we ſhall ſee here- 
ter 
We were fitting down to ſupper, when 
who ſhould come in but the AZargueſs's gentle- 
man, followed by the Mayor and Curate of the 
village. I no ſooner” ſaw them, but the ap- 
prehenſion of being diſcovered put me into ſuch 
a ſit of trembling and bluſhing, that it was well no 
one obſerved me. The ſtranger addreſſing him- 
felf to my father, enquired if one of his 
daughters did not ſometimes carry proviſions to 
certain workmen in the Foreſt? Yes, Sir,” 
anſwered my father, that is ſhe.” “ Come 
hither,” fazs be, ſpeaking to me, how 
have 
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1 have you contrived to bring all this good com- 
«© pany hither ?” The very tone of his voice 
ſtruck a terror into me, Don't be frightened, 
pretty maid,” cried the Valet de Chambre ſeeing 
me in ſo much confuſion, theſe gentlemen and 
I intend you no harm; and though it is by his 
© Majeſty's orders, which my Lord Margueſs 
has received, we ſhall: ſay nothing to Miſs 
© but" what is very agreeable. Her name is 
Jem, at your ſervice,” cried my father, in- 
terrupting him, we have no Miſs here.“ If 
**© ſhe has not had that title yet,“ replied. the 
Curate very ſolemnly, ** ſhe may hereatter. But 
that is neither here nor there. This gentle- 
% has ſomething to ſay to you, and deſerves- 
your thanks for the pains he has taken to find 
& cout your daughter, We have been at: twenty 
places before we eame hither The firſt we 
* enquired of was John Le Moine your goſſip, 
„then of James Rouſfſy, after that we were 
„ with Thomas La Vigne, never dreaming of 
“ you, being of ſo little note. However it is all 
„ come out, and J am not ſorry for it.” 
- This harangue of the Curate's put me to the 
'bluſh, as there was no occaſion for his running 
us down at ſuch a rate. | 
© was going to inform you, ſays the Valet 
de Chambre, © that my Lord Marqueſs has or- 
dered me to make enquiry after a girl who was 
on the road leading to —, laſt V edneſday when 
the King paſſed by. The occaſion of this is, 
© he gave his Majefty an account of the ex- 
traordinary ſurpriſe with which ſhe was ſeized 
Fat his preſence. The King was ſu.well om 
8 | | | © wi 


ay 
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* with the accident, that he has ſent a gra- 
« tuity by him. And ſince you are the perſon, 
Mis, I will go and acquaint my Lord Mar- 
© gueſs.” ** No, no,” cried my mother, over- 
joyed at what ſhe heard, I will take her to him 
«© myſelf ; it will be too much trouble for him ta 
% come hither, nor is this place fit to receive 4 
«DT... 0 „ ; 
The Curate approved of it; but the Valet de 1 
Chambre, who knew his errand, very readily 
replied, that it was highly improper; My Lord, 
ſays he, is intruſted with the execution of the 
King's orders, and to my knowledge will not 
© be wanting in the leaſt tittle. Do you ſtay 
© here, and I will acquaint him with my good 
© ſucceſs, which will be very acceptable, as he 
is a man who very much delights in acts of ge- 
« nerolity.” $44 
He went out as ſoon as he had done ſpeaking, 
followed by the Curate, who, big with the ho- 
nour of being concerned in an affair where the 
King's name was employed, gave me a tap on 
the cheek, bidding me be a good girl, and 
„God would bleſs me.“ 5 
We remained entranced with what had paſſed, 
till our neighbours, who had been upon the 
watch, came in crowds, and awaked us with their 
compliments upon this occaſion, ſeaſoned with 
an air of envy they could not diſguiſe. As to 
my brother and ſiſter, they took ſo little care to 
hide their jealouſy, that my father eaſily diſ- 
covered it, and reprimanded them accordingly. 
The adventure affected him very much, and as 
he did not want ſenſe, he began to ſee through 
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the littleill offices that had been done me. Good 
< luck attends her,” fays he, ſpeaking to the 
neighbours that were preſent, ** and did ſo at 
«© her birth. She is good natured enough, and 
& with God's grace, and the Reverend Doctor's 
ce good advice, ſhe may come to ſomething.” 
_ © Whilſt my father was thus entertaining himſelf 
and his neighbours, . my thoughts were not idle. 
As ſimple as I was, I could fo far unravel this 
adventure, as to ſee it was owing to my letter, 
and no more'than a pretext for an opportunity 
of ſeeing me often, without giving umbrage ; 
and perhaps with a view of doing me ſome 
mms 7. | 
I 'was charmed with the dextrous method he 
had taken, and eaſily conceived it was only a 
ſtratagem, though I was willing to allow it the 
moſt favourable name. What a happy meeting 
ſaid I to myſelf. Who knows but my fortune 
is made, and I may one day bid adieu to the 
village ! On the other hand, I was not without 
ominous apprehenſions; poſſibly this Nobleman, 
thought 1, withall his proteſtations of love, may 
only deſign my ruin ! The adventure of a young 
woman of the neighbourhood, which happened 
but two years before, and I had juſt been ac- 
quainted with, raiſed this ſuſpicion, which other- 
wiſe perhaps had never entered my head : Ex- 
amples oftentimes ſtrongly influence our con- 
duct, and it is frequently owing to the misfor- 
tunes we ſee in others, that we ſhun what might 
otherwiſe be inevitable: A faithful mirror ! and 
well deſerves to be conſulted. But to return to 
this young perſon, whoſe too great credulity and 
unthinking vanity proved her ruin, A 

| Her 
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Her name was Charlot; ſhe was handſome, 
well ſhaped, and of ſo ſweet a temper, as in- 
deared her to all her acquaintance. , Her cir- 
cumſtances, it is true, were but mean, yet ſhe 
had very advantageous matches propoſed to her, 
the moſt inconflerable of which was a very 
ſufficient proviſion for life. But through inex- 

rience ſhe overlooked ſuch favourable proſpects. 
Her father, indeed, who judged better, preſſed 

her very much to come to a reſolution, ' and b 
a proper choice to advance herſelf in the world: 
But the amiable temper of his daughter was an 
Invincible charm, to hinder him from lay ing an 
abſolute command, in. oppoſition to the diſlike 
ſhe had taken to matrimony. Things remained 
in this ſituation for ſome years, till a fatal ac- 
cident, ſhe little expected, brought on her ruin, 
and an unayailing regret for having preferred her 
own inclinations to thoſe of her friends. 

Going one day to ſell fruit at Fontainebleau, 
ſhe heard ſomebody call to her from a window. 
Upon this ſhe went up to the houſe, which made 
a great appearance, and was met at the door by 
a ſervant, who ſhewed her into an apartment 
very ſumptuouſly furniſhed. She found a young 
perſon fitting there in a rich night-gown. As 
ſoon as he ſaw her, Come in, ſweet- heart, 
ſays he, let us fee your fruit, it ſhould be . 7 
good.“ She readily uncovered the baſket, and, f 


huckſter like, aſſured him very ſeriouſly, no bet- $ 
ter could be bought. While ſhe was thus em- _ | 


ployed in ſetting off her fruit, the young Noble- 3 
man (for ſuch he was) conſidered her very at- 
tentively. the as 
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The Duke of . .tbe perſon ſhe was 
DRL with, was now in the twenty-fourth, 
year of his age; much given to women and 
Pleaſures, to which purpoſe a certain part of his 
income was entirely dedicated. A handſome 
black man, his eyes lively beyond imagination. 
His decent carriage; and apparently modeſt” be- 
haviour, were bewitching allurements to ſuch 
as were unacquainted with him. Debauched as 
be was, in ſatisfying his appetites he never em- 
ployed treachery, but, like many Others, Was 
ruled by his Valet de Chambre, one Hupin, the 8 
baſe purveyor to his darling: paſſion. $2 | 
As to Charlet; ſhe" always; went very neat ;* } 
her behaviour and ſweetffeſs of terpper, ſeconded: 
by her beauty, ſoon” made a conqueſt of the 
Duke affections. There is nothing about 
you, ſays he, but what is charming; your 
© baſket of fruit is what I take the leaſt notice 
of.“ Vour goodneſs, Sir,” ſays ſhe, js 
RC. LS pleaſed to think ſo; but from a country girl 
: i 527700 muſt not expects ſuitable reply to ſuch com- 
pliments. I have often heard that you fine 
1 gentlemen take a pleaſure in diverting your- 
„ ſelves at the coſt of poor ſim . girls like my- 
e ſelf,” © How l' faid the Duke interrupting. 
ber, I ſee you do not know me: My ſincerity 
© was never queſtioned,” for ] ſcorn to ſay one 
thing and mean another; but ſince you are 
© pleaſed to be of a contrary opinion, | have done. : 
I do not pretend,” replied ſhe,” that you 
„ (aid any thing I can take amiſs, or that you 
had any ſuch intention.” © © No certainly”, con- 
tinued the ie Duke, unwilling ro frighten} her from 
; | coming 
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coming again: Well, ſay no more of that; 
have a mind to — your fruit, that is the 
< buſineſs 3: I-ſhall he glad to have more another 
time.“ Saying this he made her a genteel bow, 
and retired to his cloſet, after he had ordered 
his Valet de Chambre to take care of her. © Shew 
her,“ ſaid he, © thelarder, that the may breakfaſt, 
* and let her be paid.“ A glance of his eye in- 
formed Dupin how to behave ; it was what he 
had been often uſed to. He treated Charlot with 
great reſpect, paid her double the worth of 
her fruit, and under pretence of enquiring, where 
it grew, learnt her place of abode. He inſiſted 
on her promiſing to call again, and aſſured her 
the Dufte would take her fruit as often as ſhe 
came to town. In 2 word, her complaiſance 
was ſuch, that ſhe went away very well ſatisfied, 
with a full reſolution to come . as ſoon as 
poſſible. | 
Her father's ſubſiſtence was a large orchard, 
which ſome years turned to a very con 
account. He was mightily pleaſed to hear what 
an advantageous market his daughter had made, 
and with the proſpect of ſelling his ſruit upon 
the ſame terms ſor the future. Two days after 
he ſent her again to town; ſhe was immediatel 
admitted at the Dates, who behaved with the 
ſame moderation as before, and the returned home 
better pleaſed than ſhe was the firſt day. 
The third time ſhe came, who ſhould open 
the door but the Dake himſelf, - very richly 
dreſſed; a handſome well- 6.7 th man, as way 
before mentioned. Charlot took but too much. 
notice of him. Lou ſeem ſurpriſed, my 
Vor. 1. CG pretty 
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pretty maid,” faid the Duke, to ſee me come 

* to the door myſelf; I think my ſervants are 
© all loſt: But they often ſerve me thus; they 

© know my good nature, and are apt to abuſe it; 
come in, they will be here ſoon, we can chat 
© inthe mean time.“ Upon this he led her into 
a parlour fitted up in the moſt elegant taſte. 


6 T ord,” cried Charlot, what a fine place?” 
© Yes, my pretty one,” replied the Date, it 
© is ſo whilſt you are in it, Sit down, my. 
© angel, lay aſide you baſket. Come, come, 
continued he, ſeeing ſhe made a difficulty of. 
doing it ; © fit down, I fav, you are at home 
© here, uſe no ceremony: I am a ſtranger to 
© you, otherwiſe you would know I am a great 
© enemy to all formality.” At laſt ſhe was pre- 
vailed with to fit. | V 
My Valet de Chambre inſorms me, con- 
tinued the Duke; that you live at N — 
go ſometimes that way, Pll call and eat ſome 
cream with you; I am fond of it, but from 
your hand it will be delicious; for to be plain 
with you Charlot, the firſt moment J beheld 
you, my heart was dedicated to your ſervice. 
How happy ſhould I be to gain your favour ! 
Why don't you ſpeak ?' added he, taking 
her by the hand, Why this filence? It 
© puts me on the rack.“ What you have 
«© been faving. my Lord,” anſwered Charlot 


* 
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* 


with her uſual ſweetneſs, ©* has covered me with 


& confuſion: This is the firſt time of my hear- 


ing ſuch things, how ſhould I be able to make 


& any anſwer ? I wiſh I had ſenſe enough to do 
it; but the ſimplicity of a country life — 
| That 
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© That adorable ſimplicity,* replied the Duke 
in tranſports, is one of your greateſt charms ! 
How much more preferable would the whole 
© ſex be, if adorned with that, as well as with 
© your other raviſhing graces! But you don't 
underſtand me, unfortunate wretch as I am! 
© if my eves ſpeak not for me, (alas, alas, 
© Charhbt J) words can never expreſs a paſſion 
© like mine.* All this while he graſped her 
hands, kiſſed and bathed them with his tears; 
in a word, acted the part of a man overwhelmed 
with affliction. Charlot was naturally tender; 
theſe geſtures and expreſſions, far different from 
that ſhe had ever been acquainted with ; the 
handſome perſon of her admirer; her young heart 
ſuſceptible of an impreſſion ; all put together, 
perplexed her exceedingly. ** | am much con- 
*« cerned,” ſaid ſhe with an air of compaſſion, 
«© that | ſhould be the cauſe of your giving way 
© thus to affliction : Had I foreſeen it I would 
«© never have come near the houſe” On the 
© contrary,” replied the Duke with great earn- 
eſtneſs, the ſight of you can only afford me re- 
lief; thoſe eyes muſt pronounce me happy or 
© miſerable. What would I not give, that you 
could view the inmoſt thoughts of my foul 

© you would fee how you triumph there ?? Saying 
this, he endeavoured to take her in his arms; 
She was too diſcreet to ſuffer it, but rifing up, 
told him with a baſbful bluſh, ſhe plainly ſaw 
it was time for ber to be gone She made to- 
wards the door in order to. go out, when the 
Duke throwing himſelf before her, cried out, 
* Stay, my angel, vou are miſtreſs here, and 
C 2 © have 
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© have nothing to fear : Stay, ſtay, 1 will de 
© whatever you require, I will provide a huſband 
c for you; I will ſettle you handſomely in the 
© world, I am too young,” ſhe replied, 
© to make any anſwer to ſuch things: In the 
„ name of goodneſs let me go.” Saying this ſhe 
wept bitterly. The Duke convinced that he only 
loſt his labour, endeavoured to pacify her, and 
with great difficulty, at laſt compaſſed it, Nhe 
Valet de Chambre's coming in put an end to her 
fears. Nevertheleſs ſhe returned home with a 
diſquiet of mind ariſing from love; the ſcene 
ſhe had beheld, had its effect; her heart was en- 
' tangled, and in a few days ſhe longed as much 
to ſee the Luke, as ſhe was before deſirous to- 
avoid him. It is true, her good ſenſe enabled 
her to reſiſt any thoughts of returning; but this 
force upon her inclinations was fo violent, as 
very much prejudiced her health. She grew very 
pale, as we all remarked, though we could not 
fo much as gueſs at the cauſe. 

Eight days were now paſſed without her hear- 
ing any thing of the Dufte, when he came to the 
village and enquired after a man whoſe daughter 
had brought him fruit. As he was the only one 
in the place that dealt in that commodity, he 
was ſoon known, and the Duke ordered all he 
had to be ſent home; he then took a fancy to 
walk in the orchard where it grew, Charlot's 
father waiting upon bim all the while. By the 
you he imagined his. project ſucceeded, he re- 
Tir 


While the father was taken up. in 8 
the Dule, his ſubtle Valet de Chambre applied 
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himſelf to the daughter. He exerted all his 
eloquence to ſeduce her, and draw her to Fon- 
tainebleau, in order to comply with his maſter's 
paſſion. 

He took a great deal of pains to ſet off his 
birth, wealth, and perſon; he laid before her 
the great advantages that might be made of ſuch 
an amour; but all to no purpoſe. He changed 
his battery, and employed the appearance of 
virtue to draw her into vice, He propofed the 
making her a Ducheſs ; which he aſſured ſhould 
ſoon be brought about if he would come into his 
meaſures. He reminded her of her own con- 
dition, and that ſuch an opportunity of aggrandi- 
Zing herſelf was not - to be neglected for any 
imaginary punctilio. Here her reſolution began 
to fail her; love and ambition prevailed fo far 
that ſhe promiſed to come the next day to town, 
to ſee, as he expreſſed it, whether there was 
any deſign of impoling upon her. 

Dupin acquainted the Due beforehand with 
what had paſſed, and ſhewed him the neceſſity 
of diſſembling with OHarlot, if he hoped to ſuc-' 
ceed in his deſigns. * Thou art certainly ban- 
© tering me,” replied the Duke; though Ilove 
the girl to diltraction, I will not enter into any 
engagement with her, which I do not intend 
to perform, much leſs to commit ſo great a 
folly as to marry her. Neither love nor money 
ought ever to countenance prepolterous 
matches. Depend upon it, I will never follow 
the example of ———, who, in order to 
gratify his paſſion, was guilty of a thou- 
ſand follies, and then, to crown the work, 
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married his own maid. A- very virtuons 
wife, perhaps, you will ſay; but I don't 
much admire the artful methods ſhe made 
uſe of to gain her ends. I could mention 
— bo was drawn in to marty a 
baker's daughter, by her taking advantages of 
his fear of ſprites. His Valet de Chambre 

acted the part of an apparition, threatening him 
with eternal ruin, if he did not make an honeſt 
woman of her. He was heartily frightened, and 
the plot ſucceeded. The Earl of is 
much in the ſame ſituation. He lay under ob- 
ligations to a poor girl who had ſaved his life, 
and rather than part with twenty thouſand 


very fairly married ber to ſave bis money. I 
might reckon up a great many more unequal 
marriages ; theſe parts furniſh many examples, 
but they ſhall never prevail upon me to make 
one of the number. So take your own mea- 
ſures for bringing the matter to bear: I own 
am in love; but remember, I will neither 
make nor perform any engegement.“ 
Ile Valct de Chambre endeai oured with great 
_ earnefineſs to prevail upon him to talk with 
Charle, at leaſt in an ambguous manner, on the 
ſubject he had entertained ber with the night be- 
fore: But all in vain. The Dake had honour- 
able principles, though his youth hurried him 
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into ſome exceſſes. When Charlit came, Du- 


pin perſuaded her not to inſiſt upon any thing, 
aſſuriig her that nothing could ſecure his 
maſter's #ffeftions more than an entire con- 


' fidence in his honour. © Your compliance,” 
faid 


livres, which ſhe deſerved at his hands, he 
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faid he, uith his requeſt, will in a few days 
make you a Ducheis.“ And the better to 
fatisfy her as to this particular, he reckoned up 
ſeveral examples, which makes the thing,” 
ſays he, © evident beyond. diſpute. Charl/ot, 
incapable of deceiving others, could not fee 
through the artifices by which this villain at laſt 
drew her into the ſnare. The vanity of becoming 
a woman of quality, the high rank, and its con- 
ſequences, with which ſhe was Aattered, daz- 
zled her underſtanding; in fine, ſhe agreed 
to ſpend a week at n on condition 
her father would give his conſent. A pretence 
was ſoon contrived. A meſſage was ſent in the 
Ducheſs's name, the Duke's mother, to ber 
father, in order to have ber to town; he 
thought himſelf much honoured in the affair, 
and ſent her very willingly. 

She was no ſooner there, but all engines were 
at work to oblige and divert her. She began to 
reliſh a life of eaſe and pleaſure; what put - 
the finiſhing hand to the buſineſs was fine cloaths 
and dreſs, of which ſte had always been paſ- 
ſionately fond. She fanſied herſcif already a 
Ducheſs , here ſhe taultered, and here her ruin 
was compleated. 

Every day the expected to ſee the effect of 
Dupin's promiſes, and he as often found pre- 
texts to put her off. Time flipt away, her 
lover was upon he point of going to Court, to 
which his rank and employ nent about the King's 
perſon called him. Her patſion tor the Duke 
was inexpreſſible, and as the was uſed by him 
with the greateſt tenderneſs, ſhe thought her- 
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ſelf perfectly happy. But at laſt ſhe found her- 
ſelf with- child, and the Duke gone to Court with- 
out bidding her farewel. His paſſion was ſated, 
and almoſt worn out; the Valet de . 
directed to rid him of Charlot. The poor 
creature began to forbode her misfortunes ; her 
commerce with the Dube had given her an in- 
ſight into things; ſhe was no longer a ſimple 
country girl. She ſaw plainly the danger ſhe 
was in of being difcarded : She had mentioned 
to her lover the promiſes made her in his name, 
but he difowned them: She wept, tore her 
hair, and took on bitterly, but all to no pur- 
poſe, the Duke went away without the leaſt 
emotion. i 
She taxed the Falet 4 Ehambre with it: The 
villain threw the blame on his maſter, and was 
the firſt in calling him an impoſtor. But Char- 
lot, now made deſperate, was not to be put off 
with plauſible pretences ; ſhe exclaimed ſo loudly 
againſt her deceivers, that the Duke, to whom 
Dupin had ſent an account of her rage, ap- 
prehending the affairs becoming public, pro- 
poſed a conſiderable ſum of money towards 
getting her a huſband. She ſtood out a long 
time, but convinced at laſt that her ruin was in- 
evitable, ſhe came to a reſolution. She took 
the twenty thouſand livres, part of which paid 
her portion in a monaſtery .to which ſhe retired, 
the reſt ſhe diſtributed among her relations. 
The affair made ſome noiſe ; though till then it 
had been kept private, it was now no longer A 
+ to the MO village, | 
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I had been acquainted with this affair, which, 
with all its circumſtances, came freſh into my 
memory on this occaſion. I reſolved with my- 


ſelf to be more wary and more diſcreet than tie 


unhappy Charlot In vain did my inclinations, 
prejudiced as they were, fide with the dargueſs,' 
and ſet him off in the moſt favourable light. My 
virtue interpoſed ; I determined never to ſwerve 
from its dictates, and as often as my heart ſhould 
give occaſion, to call it to my aſſiſtance. From 
that moment I have conſtantly adhered to this 
maxim, and have Juſt reaſon to look upon it as 
the foundation of all my good fortune. Under 
the direction of ſo good a guide there is no danger 
of going aſtray. 

] was taken up with theſe reflections, when 
word was brought of the Margqueſs's arrival; he 
came- leading the Counteſs, and was followed by 
a great deal of company, whom he found at the 
Caſtle: He had already acquainted them with 
what had happened when I met the King on the 
road, and the gratuity his Majeſty had ordered. 
But he did not inform them that the affection, 
he had at that inſtant taken to me, had put him. 
upon laying the circumſtances of my adventure 
before the King in ſuch moving terms, as laid 
his Majeſty under a kind of neceſſity of ſhewing 
me ſome regard. The company were ſo well 
pleaſed with the account, that they all reſolved 
to ſee in what manner J ſhould behave on the 
occaſion. This gave the Counteſs an opportunity 
of informing them, that the Marqueſs of LI. =, 
father to the young Nobleman, was my- God-- 
father. The young 3 was ſecre: y tranſ- 
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ported with this diſcovery, and which aſter- 
Wards ſerved him for a pretence when, under his 
father's name, he gave me ſo many ſignal 1 
of his love and generoſity. 

As the company drew near, we We to 
meet her Ladyſhip. She no ſooner ſaw me, 11 
ſhe called out, Come hither, my dear Jemy, 1 
© am overjoyed that you begin ſo early to taſte 
the ſweets of your good fortune: Don't be 

afraid, continued ſhe, ſeeing me in great 
| confuſion, * we know your education has been 


i ſuch as a village affords. How do you like my 


God - daughter, my Lord? Her carriage is not 
© the politeſt, but 2 25 good inſtruction, ſne 
© may make ſome figure in the world.” Indeed, 
Madam,“ replied ] the Marqueſs, your Lady- 
© ſhip muſt pardon me; I think this pretty 
8. creature very well behaved ; ſhe wants but little, 
% improvement to be as you would have her.“ 
The company buſied themſelves in commending 
me ; one extolled my beauty, my neatneſs and- 
fancy i in my country attire z another praiſed -my- 
complexion ; a third thought my hand and arm- 
much beyond what is uſual in 8 life: In a 
woid, every one contributed ſomething to in- 
creaſe the perplexity I was in; As to my father, 
he afforded no ſmall diverſion with bis, She's 
* your ſervant; No indeed; I wiſh ſhe were.” 
My mother made no anſwer, but a great many 
e way ; whilſt I was the only one who did not 
dare to look up; and if any thing about me 
could create delight, it muſt have been the ex- 
treme confuſion I laboured under. | 
When the firſt 1 of compliments were 
over, 
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over, the Margue' 2. addre ng Vimſelf to me 
w th as much reſpect as if J had been a Dutcheſs, 
faid, The King has commanded me, my 
© pre*ty one, to put into your hands this purſe 
9 8 thirty Link 4Or's: You owe it to the 
« finzalar ſatisfa gion vou expreſſed at ſeeing his 
s perſon, an account of which was given him: : 
ic Tam exceedinely pleaſe | he thought fit to em- 
& ploy me on this occaſion, and the more ſo, 
4 asl1 find, by this Lady's information, that m 
© father ſtood with her at your chriſtening. It 
« is what I was unacquainted with before, but 
<« I dare engage my father will be extremely 
i pleaſed to hear of this adventure.“ That 
* you may aſſure yourſelf.” replied the Counteſs. 
© But Jenny. what do you fay to my Lord 
* Margueſs ? You muſt thank him for the pains 
© he has tiken.” I made him a courteſy, and ac- 
knowledged the favour, but in fo low a voice, 
that I dare fay no body could tell what I ſaid, 
nor indeed, did 1 know very well myſelf. 
Mind,“ ſays the Counteſs, winking on the com- 
pany, * how I ſhall put her to it: Come, Jenny. 
continued ſhe, tell us ſincerely what you will 
do with your money? How will you lay it 
© out.” © Since you are pleaſed, Madam, to 
on command me,” anſwered I,. the beſt uſe I 
*© can put his Majeſty's bounty to, is to give it 
«© to my mother. 5 Bow P faid the Margueſs 
haſtily, © won't you keep ſome for your own 
© uſe?” Indeed, my Lord,” I replied, ſcarce 
daring to look in his face, <« don't want any 
28 thing; I ſhall only beg of her to have me 
* taugbt to torite, that if ever I ſhould be at 
C 6 gs any 
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“ any diſtance, I may be able to. enquire after 
& her health.” He was charmed with my ready 
anſwer, which he underſtood perfectly well by 
my letter which Colin wrote. Ah! Madam, 
cried he, turning to the Counteſs, how com- 
mendable is this defire of improvement! it 
© © would be barbarous to the laſt degree, not to 
© ſecond it.“ It is not my deſign, replied the 
Counteſs ſmiling, © to be guilty of any ſuch. 
thing; I will ſee if I too can't do ſomething 
© proper for the King to be informed of. Jenny, 
fays ſhe to me, I will carry you home With me, 
© this very evening, if you have a mind; are 
© you willing to go?“ 7 this, turning my- 
ſelf to my mother; Lou are the propereſt 
«© perſon, dear Mama, ſaid I, to conſider 
«© what anſwer we ought to return to my God- 
«© mother's great goodneſs.” But my father 
faved her the trouble, telling her Ladyſhip, he- 
thought himſelf much honoured by ſuch a favour.. 
The Counteſs, turning to os Ter told 
him, ſhe undertook the charge of me, and 
would endeavour to make me deſerve the notice 
his Majeſty bad been pleaſed to honour me with. 
© Take your leave, Ferny,* ſaid ſhe to me, 
turning about and followed by the company. I 
embraced my mother and the reſt of. the family 
with tears in my eyes, feeling at that inſtant the 
force of nature in an upright heart. Here I Was 
not at a loſs, but gave full ſcope to my affections; 
ſo true it is, that ſhame accompanies only irre- 
gular paſſions. I gave the purſe to my mother, 
who told me in a whiſper, ſhe would not fail to, 
buy me ſome .new. cloaths fit. to appear in. 
B ee FP Having 
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Having taken my leave, I followed the company, 

ho were now at ſome diſtance. My mother 
did not leave me till I had joined them, nor then 
neither, till ſhe had charged me to be always 
good, and never to forget that no true happineſs 
could be expected without it. 
The Margubſr often looked back. He no ſooner 
ſaw me alone, but coming up to me, How 

happy, deareſt Jenny, am I ſays he, to have 

| Nit in my power to ſee you, and from time to 

& time to renew ſuch delightful ſatisfaction ] I 
© with I could make you comprehend, how dear 

© fo long an abſence has coſt me.* I am ver 

* ſenfible, my Lord, anſwered I, . how 

805 much I am indebted to your generoſity: I 

hope you will accept of the acknowledgments 

46 * though they are far ſhort of what 
„they ought to be; you muſt attribute it to 
„ my ſmall capacity, and the company I have 
«© been uſed: to; they were no better than my- 
© (elf, and it could not be expected but I ſhould 
© be much confuſed on ſuch occaſions; perhaps, 
© when I have been ſome time with my God- 
& mother, I may learn more breeding. Your 
© good ſenſe charms: me, replied the Margueſs : 
it wants only a little improvement; but, you 
© muſt learn to diſtinguiſh your friends. And 
© give me leave, my dear Jenny, not to loſe this 
© favourable, opportunity, but to ſpeak. as be- 

comes the ſincereſt friend you have. Tou are 
© beautiful, and will every day be more ſo: The 
© Counteſs ſees much company, and conſequently 
© it cannot be long before addreſſes will. be made 


to you. But remember, few. young men are 
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in the fame way of thinking with my ſelf z 
they carry danger with them, and will leave 
no way ufitried to deceive you: If you liſten 


to them, you muſt give me over for Joſt, I 


need not fay any more at prefent of what 1 
have to ſpeak of, a little experience of the 
world will Jet you into part -of it. In the 
mean time, endear yourſelf as much as poſſt- 
ble to your God mother; bating the uſual 
foibles of the ſex, a good woman, and endowed 
with excellent qualifications worthy your imita- 
tion. Some other time I will give you her 
character as a model by which you may form 
your own ; you ſee I don't treat you like a 
child. Neverthelefs I ought to aſk your pardon 
for taking upon me to give you leſſons: But 
the great ſhare I muſt bear in every thing that 


concerns you, makes me thus look forwards 


into your affairs. 1 muſt not ferget to ac- 
quaint you that her Ladyſhip has a daughter, 


Who, as ſhe is much inferior in point of beauty, 
will be jealous of you from the firſt moment. 


Her brother is a handſome young gentleman, 


and I have reaſon to think will be as little able 
to reſiſt your charms as myſelf ; this gives me 


ſome uneaſineſs, as well as his having con- 


tinual opportunities of ſeeing you. He will 
make love, and perhaps gain upon your affec- 


tions: If fo, wkat muſt become of me!! 


el don't know,” anfwered I, what love 


© js; I have hitherto lived very happy, unac- 


e quainted with any uneaſineſs, but what aroſe 


from ſeeing my mother in affliction, or the 
<< peeviſhneſs of my brother and ſiſter. There 
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4c ig nothjng but your generous behaviour to- 
4 yards - No more of penerofity,” re- 
plied he: © am in pain when you beſtow that 
name on ſuch trifling marks of the moſt tender 
* friendſhip. Vos are not yet acquainted with 
me; when you are, you will be ſenſible, how 
© happy I am in this ſmall opportunity of ſhew- 
© ing 46060 tenderly I love you.” © Lord!” faid I 
ſmiling, <* you are always talking of love: Let 
« jt reſt till I know what it is, and whether a 
<* maid may be allowed to hear of E 
teach vou what it is, replied he. No, no, 
e my Lord,” I cried, my mother has often 
<< charged me never to liſten to men; ſince all 
they fay only tends to impofe upon us: Tdare 
*« ſay my God- mother is of the ſame opinion.“ 
* Fake care, replied the Margue/s very earneſtly, 
© that you never mention a word to her concern- 
ing my paſſion. She is of a jealous temper, 
of which more hereafter; it may prevent my 
* ſeeing of you, and upon that my very life 
depends... Nay then,“ added I, * there 
«© muſt be harm in it, ſince you are afraid'to let 
© it. be known.” “ No, my deareſt Jenny, 
© there is none; have a better opinion of me.“ I 
was about to reply: I found a facility in doing 
it, that ſurprized me. I was under no reſtraint 
with the Margueſs; and if he had been one of 
my play fellows, I could not have reaſoned with 
greater freedom. I was about, I fay, to enquire 
why he ſhould give himſelf this preference, when 
my God - mother turuing about, called to me. 
Upon our coming up to her, How now !' ſays 
the to mez * What, are you liſtening to the 
9 * 
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 Margueſs ? What ſubject has he beën upon? 
© Love, to be ſure. Remember, Penny, it is 
6 poiſon, and often times fatal.. I know no- 
< thing of the matter, Madam, anſwered I: 
&« My Lord, to divert himſelf, I ſuppoſe, has 
& been enquiring after our country amuſements, 
„ and I have given him the beſt account I can.” 
© It is very true, ſays he, this pretty crea- 
© ture has deſcribed-them in ſo lively a manner, 
© that I prefer them far beyond the pleaſures of a- 
_ © town life.“ Ihe Counteſs rallied him on his new 
taſte; the company took up the ſubject, till, 
without perceiving it, we had reached the Caſtle. 
The Comnteſs was no ſooner in her apartment, 
but ſhe called for Mademoiſelle de Parc: She had 
been formerly her waiting. woman, though at 
preſent had no other employment but to govern 
Her Ladyſhip, as well as the reft of the family. 
She might have ſome fifty years over her head, 
was lean and wrinkled ; a countenance much 
upon the wheedler and devotee ; ſhe would al- 
ways be of your opinion till you had placed a 
confidence in her, which ſhe was ſure to make 
a handle of, to tyrannize with impunity. She 
knew the intrigues of a family; was always find - 
ing fault, except her avarice interpoſed : She 
loved. money, and made no. ſecret of it upon: 
proper occaſions: Any fault would be excuſed- 
where preſents meditated a pardon. It was to- 
this antiquated: piece of formality I was given in 
charge : © I recommend my God-daughter to 
© your care for education, ſaid the Coznteſs to 
her; + ſhe is good conditioned, .:and naturally: 
* welk-inclined I make no doubt but ſhe will: 
„ ER : N advance 
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* advance apace under your direction. Do you 
* know the King has taken notice of her, and 
« given thirty Louis d'Ors?* ** Thirty Louis 


% 7Ors /” cried Mademoi ſelle de Parc interrupt» 


ing her: no little matter, I affure you: 


Where are they?” Her good nature, re- 


* plied the Counteſs, prevailed on her to give 
them to her mother.“ ** She-had done better 
© to have kept them, replied the old Abigail 
with a frown, ** I. outs have laid them by 
6 for her as well as another, Who knows 
* what may happen? How could the be fo 
* giddy ! She would have known where to find 
them at a/pinch.”” That is not the buſineſs 
+ we are about, ſaid the Counteſs, interrupting 
her; where will you lay her? Why in my 
© chamber,” anſwered de Parc; ** where 
„can the be better?” That is true ſaid the 
Counteſs, but the firſt thing fhe is ſet about, 
* mult be to learn to write: When ſhe can do 
that, I will take fer to Verſailles, where ſhe 


© {hall return the King thanks ior his bounty in 


* her own hand Writing; it may p ffibly en- 
© gage him to continue it.“ Very true,“ re- 


plied my new governeſs; ** that is no bad 


thought.“ During this converſation I never 
opened my lips: My heart miſgave me; I dreaded 
my preſent ſituation, and with regret looked 
back upon that I had juſt now left. After much 
diſcourſe of this kind, Mademoiſelle de Pare 
ſeized on me as her prey, and ever after fol- 
lowed:me like my ſhadow. n 
The Aus gueſs ſtaid ſome time at the Caſtle, 
during which he continually ſought for an. op- 
5 e | portunity 


* 
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portunity to ſpeak with me: But this was no 
eaſy matter, as I was always with my govern- 
neſs, or elſe in the  Counteſs's bed-chamber, 
learning to embroider,” I ſometimes met his 
eyes, and learnt from them how diſagreeable this 
reſtraint was to him; by degrees I became ac- 
quainted with their language. Whilſt he ſtaid, 
nothing affected me but the endearing reflection 
of being beloved by him: I apprehended no 
harm in amuſing myſelf with the idea of him; 
gratitude, methought, required it of me: Fri- 

- volous pretext ! Fatal miſtake! a fire lay hid 
under it, whoſe gentle heat pleaſed at preſent, 
but ſoon broke out with great violence. Ma- 
demoiſeile d' Elbieux, the Counteſs's daughter, was 
about fifteen years of age; of a fair complexion, 
the only perſonal advantage ſhe was miſtreſs of: 
Her eyes large and dull, but in that particular, 
impoſtors ; for ſhe did not want wit, though at 
that time it was unequal, and not very taking. 
Her countenance deceives one; ſhe being in ap- 
pearance good-natured and engag:inz, but in 
reality envious, and ſullen. In conſideration of 
favours received from her mother, when at her 
houſe, I would gladly have omitted this cha- 
racter; but it was impracticable to proceed in 
my ſtory without brir-ging her upon the ſtage, as 
ſeveral future events will be found entirely owing 
to her treachery and m lice. All 1 can do in 
this cafe is to ſoften the touches, when 1 ſhall 
have occaſion io ſpeak of her hereafter. To this 
day my revenge has becn very favourable; but if 
the ſhould know me again, it will be her intereſt 

to keep her own ſecret, My little experience 
i i did 


13 


did not prevent my diſcerning the uneaſineſs my 
arrival at the Caſtle created in her. V hen every 
one elſe took a liking to me, ſhe was in a 
different way of thinking, and by her haughty 
behaviour diminiſhed the good opinion others had 
of me: I was very ſenſible of her coldneſs, or 
rather her envy, in my regard. It gave me 
ſame concern. The Chevalier her brother was 
in the other extreme: From the firit moment 
he began to fancy me, I was convinced of it by 
his behaviour and his diſcourſe : he looked upon 
mie as an agreeable amuſement for. the time he 
was to ſtay at the Caſtle, My innocent and 
unaffected carriage ſeemed to promiſe him an 
_ eaſy conqueſt. In a word, he was exactly what 
the Margueſs had deferibed ; tall and well ſhaped; 
his behaviour, in appearance obliging, but in 
reality far from it: Very paſſionate, and, like _ 
his lifter, exceifively haughty. Where he en- 
deavoured to pleaſe, he would artf ily diſguiſe 
theſe ili. qualitics; but if the ſucceis did nat 
anſwer, he was ſure to employ ar tiſice and force. 
I had leifure enough to ſtudy both their charac- 
ters, and the uſage I met with from their hands 
taught me by tacal experience, never to form 
an opinion of any one from the art impreſſion, 
nor contract a fricadihip, - unleſs with thoſe 
whom, bv a moral certainty, I Knew tv be of a 
character very oppolite to theirs, i = 
he Marguejs had tie dexterity the day be- 
fore he left tue Caitle, to contrive an oppor 
tuni y of ſpeaking with me, wniiſt I was in the 
Counteſs's room at my work, and a great deal 
of company prelest, who died at the Calle. 
28 de | He 
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He propoſed Pharaon to her Ladyſhip, and under 
pretence of not underſtanding the game, pre- 
vailed upon her, with very little difficulty, to 
hold the bank for him. The company imme- 


_ diately engaged, and through their eagerneſs at 


play, Mademoiſelle de Parc, the Marqueſs and 
myſelf were ſoon left alone He offered her a 
Louis POr to venture with, in which ſhe ſhould 
go halves if ſhe had good luck. This was a temꝑta- 
tion not to be reſiſted. Her back was no ſooner 
turned, but addrefling himſelf to me, © How 
© happy aml, my deareft Jenny, ſaid the Mar. 
"gueſs, in this opportunity of talking with you! 
I have long ſought for it: What would I give 
to enjoy it every day ! I am going, my lovely 
creature; JI cannot ſtay any longer without 
diſcovering what it is that fixes me here, 
May I not enquire before I go what place I 
may have in your affection? Speak, my angel, 
do not refuſe me this ſatisfaction? Life's a 
burthen to me without, at leaſt, the hopes of 
gaining your affections. Conſider it is very 
uncertain when I-ſhall be able to ſee you again, 
and yet that is the only comfort left me, in 
the ſituation in which my paſſion for you has 
© placed me.“ He uttered this with ſo much 
tenderneſs that I could not forbear looking at 
him, fetching a deep ſigh at the ſame time. 
What means that ſigh, my charmefr?* - cried 
he, in the moſt affectionate manner. Am I 
* ſo happy, ſincere as I am, to move your com- 
© paſſion?” ** Ah! my Lord, replied I, leave 
< me, I beg ; whenever you are near, or ſpeak 
to me, I am not myſelf, What do you = 
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«c at? Why do you purſue a young creature of 
e my low condition? I know very well my 
<< diſtance,; yet I am not afraid to ſay, that as. 
great as you are, if your deſigns are diſho- 
4. nourable, they ſhall never ſucceed.“ God 

« forbid,” cried he, that I ſhould. have ſuch a 
«© thought. All I defire is to love you and ob- 
© tain your favour.“ Alas] to what pur- 
„ poſe?” anſwered J. Why does; every 
4 gentleman ſay, the ſame ? Is it the faſhion at 
« Paris? In all my life I never heard ſo much 
& ot love as within theſe eight days I have been 
„ here How l' cried the Marqueſs, quite 
amazed, this is the firſt time I could; ever have 
© an opportunity of making my addreſſes to you.“ 
& As if you were the only one!” anſwered 1 
very innocently ! All the other gentlemen 
« are continually upon the fame ſtrain ; but in 
e particular the Connteſs's ſon never ſuffers me 
*© to have a. moment's quiet.“ Heavens P 
ſays the Margueſs interrupting me * ſure he is 
© not in love with you ?? I cannot tell what 
<« it is to be in love, replied T ; but if every 
© one is in love, that ſays ſo, he certainly is.“ 
And what anſwer do you make him ?? cried 
the Margueſs with great earneſtneſs Really 
I take ſo little notice of what he ſays,” anſwered 
J, „that I can give no account. But this I 
*© know very well, I ſhould not be ſorry if he 
concerned himſelf no more with me than his 
© ſiſter, does. May I depend upon this, my 
| © dear Jenny? ſaid the Margueſs a little re- 
covered.: Don't you find a pleaſure in hear- 
ing him?“ * Ah! not in the leaſt,” an» 
Thy ſwered 
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ſwered J very ſimply; *<* fo far from it, that 
© one word of yours makes a much greater im- 
«© preſſion on me than a hundred of his.” 
© How ſhe charms me!” cried the Marqueſi. 
© How happy ſhould I be if I were convinced of 
© what ſhe ſays with ſo much ſincerity | I would 
© not change my condition with any thing the 
whole world affords. Repeat it once more, 
© my lovely dear: You reſtore me to life; my 
© whole happineſs depends on that acknowledg- 
ment.“ Heavens] what have I ſaid?” re- 
plied I, aſtoniſhed to fee him thus tranſported. 
«© What is it that pleaſes you ſo much? Perhaps 
4 may have done amiſs without knowing it?“ 
No, no,“ faid he, interrupting me haſtily ; 
© never think, of acting otherwiſe. If your 
© heart has explained itſelf, don't contradict it; 
© it ſhall never repent its condeſcenſions in my 
© behalf * © My heart has ſaid nothing!“ 
anſwered I, interrupting in my turn very briſkly, 
« Tf J have let drop any words without know- 
«© ing their meaning, you ought not to take any 
«© advantage from thence.” * What! am I to 
go away then,” replied the Marqueſs, * over- 
whelmed with vexation and regret? Your 
heart ſays nothing ! To another it may pofſi- 
bly ſpeak. Farewel life, fince J have incurred 
your hatred.” Theſe laſt words were ſpoke in 
ſo moving an accent, that they affected me very 
much: I looked a: him and the extreme forrow 
I faw in his countenance, made me heartily re- 
pent J bad been the cccfion of it. Good 
* God?!” I cried with great anxiety, „what a 
„ misfortune is it not to know how to expreſs 
% one's 
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46 one's ſelf! that is the reaſon. I am thought to 
4c fay one thing when I mean another. Why 
4 thould you afflict yourſelf in this manner? It 
« was far from my intention. Beſides it is 
« wrong in you to give any heed to a perſon, 
„ who has not wit enough to anſwer you: 
„Have but patience till J have learnt fome 
< from my God - mother, and then I will ſay 
* nothing that will give offence.” He could 
not forbear ſmiling at my ingenuitv. There 
„it is again!“ cried J. This moment you 
«© were ready to cry ; and now I have made ſome 
ce blunder you are laughing at me. Very well! 
cc it is high time for me to hold my tongue. 1 
ſpoke this with ſome warmth, and fell to my 
work without taking the leaſt notice of a thouſand 
paſhonate and tender expreſſions. he employed to 
paciſ mer 26913 08: 14 5:72? £005 LID 
At laſt, wearied out with my obſtinacy, + the 
| HMargueſs remained ſilent: Imagining he was 
gone, I looked up haſtily to ſee what was be- 
come of him, but was much out of countenance 
to find him looking ſteadfaſtly. on me. © You 
© certainly deſign my death, ſaid he, ſince 
©. you will not» vouchfafe me; a word, nor ſo 
„much as a look What have I done to de- 
ſerve ſuch uſage? I go then with a heavy heart: 
Cruel creature] farewel for ever.“ This 
moved me: I was obliged, methought, to juſtify 
myſelf from ſuch an imputation: Of how great 
force is prejudice in the conduct of our lives! 
Mo, my lord,“ anſwered I with ſome 
warmth, „ my behaviour deſerves no ſuch in- 
Jurious names. I am not, nor ever was 
E $, n 66 cruel 
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* cruel to any thing 3 ſo far from it, 1 cannot 
ſee a lamb killed without crying. I never” 
could hurt the leaſt thing; even When my 
& brother and ſiſter have fallen upon me, I 
© would not ſo much as defend myſelf for fear 
de of hurting them. Judge then if I deſerve 
© to be called cruel.” Had 1 gone on, the 
Marqueſs would have given me the hearing, ſo 
well was he pleaſed with my ingenuous ſim- 
plicity; but love places every thing in a fa- 
vourable light. _ I aſk your pardon, my deareſt 
© Fenny,” ſaid the Margueſs, if I have of- 
© fended you: The word cruel does not mean 
© i/|-natured ; however, had you perſiſted in not 
© making me any anſwer, you certainly would: 
© have deſerved to be called ſo. But now you 
© have reſtored me to life, and I will never uſe 
that word again. There is no time to be lofty 
the company may perhaps give over play very 
ſoon, and | ſhould never have forgiven myſelf 
; if L had omitted to ſettle one point before: I 
go. I deſign to ſend Dubois (his Valet de 
Chambre) twice a week under a pretended 
S pliment to the Countefs, that I may hear 
from you. At another opportunity I will ac- 
< quaint you what method | have uſed: to pre- 
vent her taking any umbrage at it. Dubois 
5 © will find means to ſpeak to; you, and bring me 
our anſwers, which in ſome meaſure may 
" in what I muſt ſuffer from your abſence. 
©: Befides,: I ſhall take all opportunities poſſible 
©: to wait on you, ſo as not to be obierved At 
<. preſent I ſhall not preſs to know what place 1 
hap hs in your aftections, ſince you ſeem to be 
« 330 
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fo averſe to the giving me that ſatisfaction; 
however I ſhall be able to form ſome judge- 
ment of it, by your earneſtneſs to learn to 
write, and, I flatter myſelf, I ſhall then find 
am not altogether difagreeable to you.“ He 
was going on, when my Governe/s came to us 
with joy in her countenance : She had won four 
Louis d'Ors, and was bringing the Margueſs 
his ſhare. *©* Pray, Madam,” fays he, © keep 
them yourſelf ; they may be lucky to you an- 
© other time. When I return to Verſailles, I 
© intend to play for you there, and ſee whether 
the ſame fortune attends you in deep play. 
* Theonly return I deſire is, that you would be 
careful of this child; you may poſſibly find 
© your account in it hereafter.” This was taking 
her on the weak ſide, eſpecially as ſhe knew the 
Marqueſs's generolity and exactneſs in keeping 
his word. You need ſay no more, my 
Lord,“ ſhe replied; © let me alone: I will 
** take the ſame care of her as if ſhe were my 
«© own daughter. I am not to learn that our 
«© young Chevalier is very ſweet upon her; but 
«© [ ſhall watch him fo narrowly, that he will 
not find an opportunity of ſpeaking to her, 
but when I am by: He and Iare no ſtrangers 
one to another; and I am apt to think he will 
not venture to take any liberties there. The 
company left off play juſt as ſhe had done ſpeaking. 
The bank, it ſeems, was broke, and the Counteſs 
came to acquaint the Marqueſs with his loſs ; 
but he ſeemed very eaſy as to that particular. 
Preſently a walk was agreed on, ſo that I was 
left alone with Mudemoi ſelle de Parc, and ſoon 
Vol. I. D | found 
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found the effects of the Margueſs's civilities ; 
(for ſo ſhe ſtiled the money and promiſes ſhe had 
received from him); and indeed, ever after ſhe 
uſed me with the greateſt tenderneſs imaginable. 
The Chevalier d Elbieux, freed from the 
trouble of doing the honours of the houſe, ap- 
plied himſelf very cloſely to me: Every moment 
he was urging his paſſion, and I was as back- 
ward in taking any notice of it. How widely 
different his manner of expreſſing himſelf from 
that of the Marqueſs, when compared together! 
The one, though polite, yet haughty and 
breathing an air of ſuperiority ; the other, on 
the contrary, complaiſant, genteel, and accom- 
panied with a deference, as if addreſſed by an in- 
. ferior: this certainly was very taking, and, 
ſimple as I was, the difference was very re- 
markable. | 
The Counteſs ſoon perceived her ſon's in- 
clination for me, and reprimanded him accord- 
ingly ; but this, far from having the deſired ef- 
fect, only increaſed his paſſion. It is true, he 
became more circumſpect in his behaviour, but 
in a ſhort time I found, by woeful experience, 
what terrible effects may be expected from a 
reſtraint, where the heart is not guided by a 
principle of virtue. 
As for Mademoiſelle his ſiſter, I tried all 
methods to render myſelf acceptable to her ; 
j ſhe-condeſcended to bear with me, but after a 
manner inſupportably haughty. Whether the 
reſpectful behaviour of the argueſs had given 
me a-wrong turn, or that naturally I was not 
diſpoſed to ſubmit, I found an infinite difficulty 
'6 in 
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in doing it to her. I often bewailed myſelf; 
to which perhaps the abſence of the Margueſi 
did not a little contribute, whoſe amiable be- 
haviour was ſet off by every vexation Iunderwent. 
What a friend is ſolitude to love] I ſbon became 
acquainted with it, now no longer that ignorant 
girl who aſked what it was. Its revenge was 
ſevere, making me feel the full extent of its 
power and violence. I fell away, loſt my com- 
plexion and ſtrength. My reft heretofore was 
undiſturbed, but now I ſeldom enjoyed ſo great 
a bleſſing. I confidered the circumſtances of 
my ſituation ; I was willing to hide their ſource 
from myſelf, and inſtead of blaming the impe- 
tuoſity of my affections, I attributed what 1 
ſuffered to my abſence from my mother. But 
I was very ſoon convinced of my error. 
The Counteſs judged as ill in the affair as my- 
ſelf, imagining the ſight of my parents would be 
of ſervice to me, in the condition to which ſhe _ 
ſaw me reduced. They were ſent for, and in- 
deed afforded me ſome relief; but I received 
much more from the arrival of Dubois. He 
gave me an account 'of his maſter, and how 
much he was concerned at my abſence. There 
was no occaſion for explaining my ſentiments to 
him; my countenance diſcovered more than my 
words could expreſs. | | | 
From the time that the Marqueſs left the 
Caſtle, I had applied myſelf to learn to write; 
2 Valet de Chambre belonging to the Over, 
who wrote a ſine hand, took a great pleaſure in 
teaching me. I had juſt begun to join the letters, 
and, to give the Margueſs a proof of my at- 
tk « D 2 tention 
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tention to his requeſts, I took a childiſh pleaſure 
in ſcrawling over a whole page. This, with 
great charge, I gave Dubois. He enquired very 
earneſtly whether or no the Chevalier made love 
to me or not? I ſuppoſe it was part of his in- 
ſtructions. The anſwer I made was, that at 
firſt he did, but his mother, being appriſed of it, 
had taken ſuch methods, that now he durſt not 
ſo much as open his mouth to me on that 
ſubject. | Oe! 
3 Theday after Dubois's return to the Marqueſs, 
happened to be Sunday. I had made a friend- 
ſhip with my Governe/s's niece Catharine, for 
that was her name, beſides. an excellent temper, 
was miſtreſs of a great deal of wit, and that im- 
proved by a genteel education. I have certainly 
great obligations to her, as ſhe was the firſt that 
begun to poliſh the coarſe breeding I had con- 
tracted at home. Her age as well as experience 
was ſuperior to mine, but that did not hinder us 
from being inſeparable companions. In the after- 
noon when church was done, her aunt walked 
with us into a neighbouring wood, where an 
opening was cut for the conveniency of hunting, 
Mademoiſelle de Parc had a book in her hand, 
which gave us an opportunity of retiring to a 
little diſtance. Out converſation accidentally 
turning upon the Counteſs, ſhe informed me that 
the Count and ſhe had been for ſome years upon 
very indifferent terms; that it was not much 
in the world, though they very ſeldom met, 
he generally coming down into the country, when 
the returned to Paris, the only one point they 
agreed in. Good God !* cried I; Is it 
| poſlible 
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6 poſſible for married people to live at a diſtance 
. © from each other? We never hear of any ſuch. 


thing in our village: What can be the cauſe 


of it?” Love on one fide, and jealouſy on the 
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other,” anſwered Catharine. ** "The huſ- 
band diſlikes his lady's admirers ; and the lady 
cannot prevail upon herſelf to diſcard them.” 


« What!” ſays I, interrupting her, do people 
think of gallantry after they are married?“ 


Yes, my dear Jenny, replied ſhe, It is 
certainly very wrong; and yet nothing is 
more frequent at Paris : There, intereſt, 
not affection, commonly makes the match; 
wretched ' cuſtom taking place of reafon. 
The gentleman has his miſtreſſes, the lady 
her intrigues, live in the ſame houſe, and 


ſeldom ſee the face of each other. It is true, 
there are ſome huſbands not ſo tractable, that 


expect their wives ſhould keep up to their 


% duty, though they do not think fit to ſhew 


them the example: If the wife happens to be 
head-ſtrong, and will not comply, they come 
to expoſtulations, and ſo part: Others, 
like the Count and his Lady, compromiſe the 


matter, and each lives as their fancy directs ; 
conſequently they undergo Jeſs uneaſineſs, as 


they are under leſs reſtraint - It has even 


happened ſometimes, that their complaiſant 


indifference for each other has brought about 
a ſincere reconciliation ; this, it is true, is 
rare, but examples are not wanting to con- 
firm what I have faid. As for the Count and the 
Counteſs, your God- mother, I do not expect 
they will eyer be „ The Counteſs 

1 W 


54 The Fo rtunate Country Maid. 


*© a woman of character, and has paſſed for 
*© fuch in the world.; but ſhe affects the air of 
*© a coquet, loves to be thought amiable, and 
% more to be told fo: For theſe laſt three 
«© months ſhe has been, to her inſupportable mor- 
<< tification, without an admirer : It is but ſince 
« thearrival of the Marque ſt of L. V. at the 
<<. Caſtle, that ſhe has put on this air of ſpright- 
lineſs and good-humour you ſee her in; be- 
«© fore he made his court ſhe was ready to die 
* of melancholy. For fome days he has been 
very aftiduous, and ſeems deeply in love.“ 
Theſe laſt words went to my heart, and cauſed 
ſuch an emotion of my fpirits, that I fainted 
away on the graſs where we ſat. Catharine © 
lifted me up, and with ſome difficulty brought 
me to myſelf. She did not in the leaſt ſuſpect 
the real cauſe of my illneſs, it being prefently 
attributed to the indifferent health I had enjoyed 
for ſome days paſt ; they led me back to the 
Caftle, and put me immediately to bed. Ca- 
_ tharine left me, in order, ſhe faid, that I might 
compoſe mylelf, aſſuring me that an hour or two, 
if J could ſleep, would ſet me to rights: I pre- 
tended to be of the ſame opinion; ſhe had no 
ſooner ſhut the door, but I gave a looſe to my 
melanchaly reflections. : | | 
Ahl wretched creature, cried I, burſting into 
tears, where is that. tranquillity of mind I once 

poſſeſſed! What has thus reduced me to this 
forlorn condition? Why thus altered fince the 
Hargueſs's abſence ?: What is it to me if he 
courts the Counteſs ? Why am I fo deeply con- 
cerned. in. the affair? What means this af- 
| 2 fiction. 
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fliction his abſence brings upon me? Why 
ſhould J, at theſe years, loath what was once fo 
agreeable? Ah! it's but too evident. Bar- 
barous Man! how could you ſay you loved me? 
Why ſhould you thus deceive me ? Did I compel 
ou to profeſs a paſſion you are entirely void of? 
Why ſhould you take any advantage of my too 
great credulity? Heavens! what brought me 
hither ? What will become of me! Ah! Char- 
ot ! Charlot ! I feel too plainly what you muſt 
have endured when abandoned by one you loved 
ſo well. I but judge of you by myſelf. Her 
whole adventure preſented itſelf to my diſturbed 
imagination, till, wearied out with tears and 
vexation, I fell into. a profound fleep which 
much refreſhed my exhauſted ſpirits, and I awaked 
with ſome compoſure of mind. 

I was going out of my chamber, but was pre- 
vented by the Chevalier ; © I] am told,“ fays he, 
* you have been out of order whilſt you were 
taking the air; and yet I think you look pretty 
well.“ Likely enough,“ anſwered I, but 
«© it muſt be owing to ſleep, for I am not per- 
*© fetly recovered.” * I am ſorry for that,” 
replied he, * ſomething muſt be done: 1 will en- 
gage to Cure you, if you let me be your phyſi- 
* cian ; I can do more than all the doctors put 
together.“ Lord! Sir,” anſwered I, my 
reſentment againſt the Marques not being en- 
tirely out of my head, let me alone! I deteſt 
*© the whole ſex of men, That is“ only,“ an- 
ſwered the Chevalier, an effect of the ſpleen ; 
© they are not ſo contemptible neither, at leaſt 
© thole of a certain turn.” This was ſpoke with 

123 4 | ſuch 
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ſuch an air of eomplacency i in his own dear ſelf, 
as plainly intimated he was one of the number. 
No, no, my deareſt, continued he. * you 
* will not always be ſo hard- hearted. Saying 
this he offered to catch me in his arms; but I di (- 
engaged myſelf from him, crying out for help. 
This brought my Governeſs , who ſeized him as 
he was purſuing me, and after upbraiding him 
with the little reſpect he* paid to his mother's 
commands, and affuring him that ſhe at leaſt 
ſhould inſift upon a different behaviour, ſhut him 
out with fury and indignation | in his eyes. 
What would this fool be at here?“ ſays he 
to me when we were alone. I don't know,“ 
replied I, ** he endeavoured to take me in his 
arms. *©* You were in the right,” ſaid ſhe, 
© to call out; you heard how I handled him, 
he' ll not come this way again in haſte.” © He is 
very boiſterous,” continued ſhe, * and we ſhall 
have no loſs of him when he is gone, it will 
not be long firſt, as the Counteſs informs me. 
It is really a pity he ſhould behave in this man- 
ner, he does not want ſenſe, if he would but 
govern himſelf; he has an obliging air, which 
impoſes on thoſe who are not thoroughly ac- 
quainted with him. As for my part, 1 never 
liked a cloudy caſt in his eyes, which makes 
ne think he is always contriving ſome miſchief 
or another.” 
After this diſcourſe we went to the Counte ſs's 
apartment, little thinking to find the Marque ſs 
there. This ſurprize increaſed my reſentment, 
and made him appear more criminal. I was very 
near ſtaring at the ſight of him, but ſhame and 


anger made me ſtand my ground. 
| He 
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He no ſooner ſaw me, but coming up with 
reat alacrity, * How do you do, my charming 
© Ferny?. Good God!“ cried he, ſeeing me 
nearer, how ſhe is altered! What can be the 
© meaning of this, my dear? What has befallen 
vou fince I was here??* In ſaying this he took 
hold of my hand; but I ſnatehed it away again 
with indignation. She is very feveriſh,“ con- 
tinued he with an air of ſurprize at what I had 
done, though he ſeemed to ſtifle it. Madam,” 
ſaid he, turning to the Counteſs, depend upon it 
© the child is ill, ſhe mult be taken care of.“? It 
will go off,” replied her Ladyſhip, it is 
« only a little melancholy ; I have ſent for her 
mother to divert her. Come hither, Jenny, 
let me feel your pulſe Vou are in the rigat ; 
* (the is in a fever; ſend for the doctor, con- 
tinued the Counteſs,. ſpeaking to my Governeſs, 
and put her to bed, and let ſomebody watch 
«© with her.” The. dargquejs's eyes were never 
off me, endeavouring to diſcover the cauſe af 
my vexation, which J had much ado to keep to 
myſelf. But I prevented him by making a 
courteſy and retiring. I was no ſooner in my 
chamber, than I went to bed with many a me- 
lancholv reflection, the conſequence. of which 
was ſo violent a revolution, that in two hours 
the fever was zugmented ; and increaſed fo fait 
_ afterwards,. that: by day. break it redoubled, and 

I grew light- headed. „ eee e | 

The extremity to which I was reduced, 
rendered me incapible of knowing what paſſe, 
ſo that I am beholJen to Catharine, who never 
left my bed- ſide, for that part of my hifory, 
t D 5 e 
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The Counteſs was immediately informed of the 
danger I was in; ſhe was mach concerned, and 
ordered: all poſſible c care to be taken of: me: 
Like many others, ſhe dreaded the ſiek; even 
her own children in that condition muſt not have 
expected to ſee her: Nay, ſince that, I have 
met with perſons. whoſe apprehenſions were 
carried to that pitch of extravagance, as not to 
converſe: with ſuch as viſited the fick. It hap» 
pened luckily for: the Marqueſs that my God- 
mother was not of this laſt number. The mo- 
ment he heard how ill I was, he flew to my 
chamber; ſtruck with the-utmoſt conſternation 
to ſee me in ſo much danger, he could not avoid 
difeovering his - paſſion. Happily nobody was 
preſent: but my Geoverne/s and her niece : They 
ſoon perceived the occaſion of his grief; his 
paſſionate exelamations convinced them that love 
was the ſource from whence they took. their rife. - 
He won their: hearts by his generolity,. not to- 
ſay prodigality. It is in vain,” ſaid he, for 
© me to hide any longer from you the cauſe of 
25 - my grief; ; my life depends upon this child's. 
recovery.“ Saying this he drew-out” his purſe, . 
and gave it to Mademoiſelle de Parr. There 
© are,” continued he, a hundred Loui d' Om, 
I beg. your acceptance of them; not that 1 
thereby limit my acknowledgements. if you can 
© fave her liſe. And. as for you, ſays he, turn- 
ing to Catharine, accept of this diamond as a 
reward for your concern: I am convinced vou 
* love my Jenny, and that's enough to make you 
* dear to me. I have a particular vicw in re- 
* gard to this lovely young creature, whom T 
— | f 2 | e adore, 
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© adore, from whoſe life my own is inſeparable. 
„Ve Heavens! who know the perky of my in- 
i tentions, reſtore her to me! Ah! Femny, 
Jenny, continued he, burſting into tears, you 
© hear me not; alas! could I bur fave your life, 
though at the expence of my own! Look up, 
my angel, ſee. the deplorable condition your 
poor lover is reduced to! Good God b whence 
© comes this ilineſs? | left her in perfect health. 
© Heavens ! how ſhe burns! her eyes are wide 
© open, and yet ſhe does not ſee me] A torrent 
of tears, which followed, ſcarce ſuffered him to 
ſpeak to his Valet de Chambre, who came to re- 
ceive his orders. Take poſt,” faid he, fetch 
© hither immediately Mon ſeur No——_, Lord! 
© what an unfortunate wretch am 11˙ His ex- 
clamations were ſo moving, that my Governe/s 
and her niece could not refrain mingling their 
tears with his. In the interim the Counteſs ſent 
to deſire his company below ſtairs. Mademoi ſel e 
de Parc prevailed upon him to diſguiſe his grief, 
and adviſed him to leave the Caſtle next day,. to 
prevent any diſcovery. ** It you ſtay,” ſays ſhe, 
* you will not be able to 8 yourſelf. T he 
** Cornteſs is quick of apprehenſion, and wil! 
«© preſently unravel the whole affair; eſpecially 
as you. cannot refrain coming continually to 


this room, though to no ma:iner of purpoſe. 


40 1 would have you 80, and make yourſelf 
© eaſy : She has youth Sad a good conſtitution 
© on her ſide, ſhe'}] work through i it: Every 


.__ 50. you may depend upon hearing from me. 


„Believe me, continued ſhe, ſeeing him ir- 


reſolute What to do; follow ny advice, you 
will. 


„ 
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weill not repent it. When ſhe begins to re⸗ 


cover you may return; whereas ſhould your 
s paſſion be diſcovered, the Counte/s will ſend 
© Penny home, and give the world an oppor- 
© portunity to ruin her reputation.” This laſt 
argument prevailed with the Marques. Heretired, 
after he had kiſſed my hand, and the next day 
invented an excuſe for leaving the Caſtle. Tt is 
true, the Counteſs endeavoured with great earneſt- 
neſs to detain him ; but the reaſons he alledged, 
prevailed upon her to confent to his departure. 


At ſome diſtance he met Monſieur de , 


and his Valet de Chambre; he recommended his 
patient to him, and beſought him not to leave 
her till perfectly recovered. Dubois was charged 


not to ſtir till I was entirely out of danger. 


The great care that was taken, joined to the 
{kill of the phyſician, wrought a perfect cure in 
a fortnight's time. The account Catharine gave 
me of what had paſſed, forwarded” my recovery 
very much. The grief, of which the argue)? 
had given ſuch evident proofs, made a great im- 
preſſion on me. I found no difficulty in own+ 
ing to them the occaſion of this dangerous ill: 


neſs: They both condemned my jealouſy, and 


convinced me how unjuſt it was, by letting me 
ſee, that his ſurpc fed paſſion for the Counteſs 


was no more than a well-contrived expedient to 


be oftner near me. I likewife gave them to 
underſtand, that as much in love as I was, I 
would never fall into the ſnare, whereby poor 
Charlot, whoſe adventure thev had heard from 
me, threw herſelf away. Afademoiſelle de Parc 
was ſo well pleaſed to hear my good reſolutions, 
LE | that 
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that ſhe took me in her arms, Pelz never 


to abandon me, but to ſecure me from the at- 


tempts love might make upon my virtue. The 
preſents ſhe and her niece had received, influenced 
them to draw very advantageous conſequences 
both for themſelves and me. Every thing con- 
ſpired to flatter my inclinations: My lover was 
the ordinary ſubject of our converſation, and 
every day I heard from him. Such an agreeable 
ſituation could not fail, by degrees, to diſpell my 
apprehenſions. 

There was nothing now to moleſt me but the 
Chevalier d Elbieux, who gave us trouble 
enough, coming ten.times a day into my room, 
for which there was no remedy: It not being 
proper to affront him, as I was in his mother's 
houſe, however vexatious his importunity might 


be. Mademoiſelle de Parc afforded me ſome 


comfort, by promiſing ſhe would prevent his 


having recourſe to any violence; however I 


dreaded the very ſight of him, as if my mind 
foreboded what was to happen. \ 

In the mean time the Marqueſs, whom wy 
Governe/s, without letting me into the ſecret, 
had acquainted” with the occaſion of my illneſs, 
wrote a long letter, which the read to me: 
He there aſked my pardon for having: been- the 
innocent eccafion of it. He ſolemnly proteſted 


againk the leaſt affection for the Counteſs; that 


his only deſign, in pretending love to her, was 
to gain opportunities "of being near me: The 


letter contained vows of fidelity, with an aſſu- 


rance that he only waited a proper occaſion to 
give undeniable proofs thereof. 1 learnt” befides, 
| e 8 | that 
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that I ſhould ſee him the next day, which he ac- 
quainted me with, to prevent the effects of a 
too ſudden ſurprize. I felt an infinite pleaſure 
in hearing the contents of the letter, and tho 
I could not read, I laid it up very carefully, as 
a convincing proof of the affection it ſo naturally 
deſcribed. | 

Mademoiſelle: d Ellieuæ ſent but once in my 

illneſs to enquire how I did ; I was at a loſs how 
to account for her averſion to me; but one 
would have imagined ſhe was diſpleaſed with my 
recovery, and when every one elſe congratulated 
me on that occaſion, ſhe alone was filent. The 
Counteſs, her mother, was over- joyed: The 
Chevalier of late kept himſelf within bounds ; his 
behaviour went no farther than what politeneſs 
requires in the behalf of the fair-ſex: I was 
much delighted, imagining his paſſion for me 
was at an end. And now 1 fancied myſelf com- 
pletely happy, this change in him being what I 
had moſt earneſtly deſired. But alas! he ſoon. 
undeceived me: I found, by woeful experience, 
that one cannot be too much upon one's guard 
againſt a man, who on a ſudden. appears to have 
laid aſide a violent paſſion; there is always a 
ſnake in the graſs, which will certainly fling. 
when leaſt expected. 
The following day, when the Marqueſs was to 
come, my Geverneſs. propoſed a walk, ſaying 
the air would be of ſervice. She ſpoke of it at 
the Counteſs's table, where I fat ever ſince my 
illneſs, though no very acceptable companion to 
Mademoi ſelle d Mibieux. Her brother behaved 
with exceeding complaiſance, and as I imagined 
ET he 
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he had got the better of his folly, I paid him the 
' deference due to the ſon of 221. benefactreſs. 
The phyſician, who ſtill attended me approved 
of my taking the air, aſſuring me that I thould 
find a benefit by it. a 

After dinner Catharine whiſpered me, that 
our walk was a contrivance of her aunt's, in 
order to meet the Marqueſs, I was pleaſed with 
the thought;. I was under no apprehenſion of 
ſeeing him, as I had in my company a confident 
of the age of Mademoiſelle de Parc : Though 
I was very ſenſible the acted upon a principle of 
intereſt, I had fo good an opinion of her as to be- 
lieve ſhe would not carry her complaifance too 
far, Her neice, who was ſincerity itſelf, in 

reckoning up to me her aunt's imperfections, 
had not forgot the good qualities of which ſhe 
was miltreſs. 

The heat of the day being over, we went out, 
directing oux walk the way the Marqueſs was to 
paſs, The walk was very pleaſant; after half 
an hour. ſpent in it, we ſtopped in the wood; 
from thence we went to reſt  ourſ-lves in a 
little meadow hard by : We had not been there 
a quarter of anhour, before we heard a whiſtle. I 
was ſtartled, but my Goeverne/s and her neice made 
flight of it, telling me I need not be under any ap- 
pxehenſion in the Foreſt: But in a little time 
a ſecond ſignal ſeemed ro anſwer the firſt; im- 
mediately we heard a noiſe juſt by, and turning 
my head ſuddenly I ſet up a great cry. Four 
men diſguiſed with maſks ruſhed upon us; and 
in an inftant- ſtopped handkerchiefs into our 
mouths. After this they bound Mademoiſelle de 

Pare 
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Parc and her neice, then led us about fifty yards 
from thence, to a by-place ſurrounded with a 
thick coppice, where they left the poor creatures 
tied to two trees. As for me I was carried 
farther oft, where three of the men retired, 
leaving me alone with the fourth, who throwing 
off his maſk diſcovered himſelf to be the Chevalier 
q Elbieux. Imagine my ſurprize. Since no- 
thing but force; ſays he, will prevail with 

* you, it's fitting you ſhould be treated accord- 
© ing to your taſte.” He had no ſooner done 
ſpeaking, but he began to offer violence.. As 
they had neglected to tie me, | ſtruggled very 
Hard, and the handkerchief falling off my face, 
I took that opportunity to cry out as loud as 
poffible, fo that the Foreſt rung again. Notwith- 
ſtanding my reſiſtance, I was upon the point of 
falling a victim to the wretch's brutality; but 
Heaven had compaſhon on my innocence. I 
heard the noiſe of a horſe's feet galloping up to- 
wards us. The villain ſtarted at it, and imme- 

diately deliſted: When he looked behind him, 

and ſaw a perſon: coming to my reſcue, he 

poured out a volley of bitter imprecations, run- 
nig to his piſtols that were in the holſters of his 
ſaddle.. I his was too favourable an opportunity 
to be neglected, accordingly | ran away as faſt 
as I was able: In a moment the noiſe of their 
fighting reached me; the report of their piſtols, 
echoing back. from all parts of the wood, was 
very terrible: Ihe conſternation I was in, ſtop- 
ped me from going any farther; and, overcome 
as I was with fear, and quite ſpent with fatigue, 
I ſwooned away at the foot of a tree. yo 


The | 


at the bottom, without any hurt. 
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The night was far advanced when I came to 
myfeif: A cold ſweat hung upon my face, and 
it was with ſome difficulty I roſe from the 
ground. The ſtillneſs and darkneſs of the night 
| {truck a terror into me: The ominous ſcreaming 
of owls, the howling of wild beaſts, and the un- 
certain glimmering of the ſtars, all together, 
had a terrifying effect on my difordered imagi- 
nation. What will become of me? ſaid I to 
myſelf: Where am I? Whither ſhall I go? 
How ſhall I eſcape the fate that purſues me? 
Trembling and doubting of the road, I wandered 
I knew not where. Every breath of air ruſtling 
in the leaves ſtopped me, and made me ſtart for 
fear, Where perſens are under a conſternation 
they ſeem to conſpire againit themſelves, by 
augmenting their fears; tor my part, the leaſt 
object I could diſcern, preſently became an ap- 
parition. Sometimes I ran; then again ſtood 
{1]], and at the leaſt noiſe hid my face, as if 
that would diminiſh my fright. In going along 
an owl bruthed me with his wings; I gave my- 
ſelf over for loſt, and doubled my ſpeed: A 
ſump of a tree catched my gown, I cried out, 
thinking ſomebody had ſeized me, and accord- 
ingly went back; but diſcovering my miſtake, 
as | ſtooped to ditengage myſelf, the ground gave 
way under me, and I fell into a pit. Either it 
was not very deep, or I was exceeding fortunate 
in my fall, tor J found myſelf in a fitting poſture 

What new fears ſeized me in this unexpected 
ſituation may be eaſily imagined gathered my- 
ſelf all in a heap, and covered with my gown, I 

f | poured 
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poured out a torrent of tears. Soft ſleep at laſt 
relieved my cares, weighing down my watry 
eye-lids, and wrapt me in its balmy ſweets for 
the remaining part of the night. | < 
The dawn of day began to pierce the thickets, 

the warbling notes welcomed the returning light, 
when, on a ſudden, I ſtarted out of my ſleep in 
a fright, much better founded than any of my 
preceding ones: A wolf, which fear magnified 
very conſiderably, was cloſe by me: Our for- 
tunes were much the ſame, he could not efcape 
the ſnare which had been laid for him: This ter- 
rible ſight made me conclude my laſt hour was 
come, and accordingly I prayed to God with the 
greateſt ferveney: 1 

misfortunes as a juft puniſhment, by Him in- 
flicted upon me, for having too far indulged my 
inclinations in favour of the Marqueſs ; I called 
upon Heaven with a ſolemn promiſe to avoid all 
occaſions of ſeeing him for the future, and only 
to liſten to its divine inſpirations, if I ſhould 
eſcape the dreadful jaws of ſo fierce an animal. 
Danger is certainly a great help to fervent 
prayer: Mine was accompanied with ſuch an 
ardent affection, and fo great a compoſure of 
mind, that my circumſtances began to be leſs 
terrifying. At firſt I ſcarce had courage to look 
at my formidable neighbour ; but by degrees I 
ventured to conſider him face to face: His 
countenance had a cowed, dejected air; he 
ſeemed in a penſive mood to ſurvey his priſon, 
often out of uneaſineſs looking towards the top; 
inſtinct directing him to ſeek the means of mak- 
ing his eſcape. As he walked backwards * 


J looked upon this train of ⁶ 
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forwards, at every turn I imagined he was going 
to devour me; ſometimes he ſcratched up the 
earth, and then on 'a ſudden ſtood without mo- 


tion: He ſeemed to liſten to ſome noiſe ; when, 


changing his place, he crept haſtily under my 
gown: I was ſo terrified, that I was only able to 


lift my eyes toward Heaven, and what ſhould I ſee, 


but a man juſt going to fire a gun into the pit. 
This new apparition made me find my tongue 
again; For God's ſake,” cried I, * ſpare me, 
« ſpare me?? What have we hear?“ ſaid the 
perſon looking into the pit; Waunds, I had 


«© like to have made a fine kettle of fiſh on't 
truly. What do you there, my laſs? How 


came the wolf and you to be trapped together? 
© In the name of goodneſs,” replied I, taking 


heart at what I heard, * fave me, and I will 


give you a full account.” © With all my heart,” 
anſwered he, have but a minute's patience till 
«© I get help; I will go fetch one of my com- 


s pantons, who is juſt at hand: In the mean 


while, you have nothing to fear from the 
«© Beaſt; he will do you no harm; when once a 
wolf is taken he is as quiet as a lamb.” Say- 
ing this he went off, but preſently returned again 
with the perſon he mentioned. One of ' them 
jumped into the pit and lifted me up, the other 


taking me by the hands drew me out: The firſt 
thing I did was to kiſs the ground, and return 
God thanks for ſo great an eſcape. | 


_ Whilſt I was diſcharging this duty, my de- 
liverers diſpatched my unfortunate fellow-priſoner. 
When they came up to me, one of them, look- 
ing at me with great ſurprize, cried out, 
| Good 
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© Good God! What do I ſee? What a hap- 
<< pinefs! What a pleaſure is this | tis Jenny! 
This drew my eyes upon him, and to my great 


amazement I found him to be Calin, the wood- 
mentioned in the 


monger's fon, my firſt lover, 
beginning of theſe memoirs. 

I was ſo tranſported as to ſcream, * What! 
© is that you, Calin? ſaid I to him. © What! 
<< is that you, Jen? replied he. © Yes, 

Colin: Les, Jenny. My firſt emotion 

was the effect of joy: it is the natural conſe- 

quence of being ſurprized with a ſight of thoſe 
who have been the companions of our childhood; 

but upon ſecond thoughts, an averſion ſucceeded ; 
the reaſon of which may be eaſily gueſſed. 

I had promiſed to inform them how [ fell into 
thoſe dangerous circumſtances I had juſt now 
eſcaped; but the fight of Colin made me not 
over- forward to ſatisfy their curioſity. I con- 

- - tented myſelf with barely ſaying, that in flying 
from ſome ruffians, I had loſt myſelf in the 
wood, and endeavouring to find my way back 
to the Caſtle, 1 had unfortunately fallen into the 
pit, by the traps giving way under me. 


© I am very glad,” replied Colin, that you | 


_ ©©. have eſcaped ſo well, and particularly as I am 
% fo happy as to have contributed towards it; 
but, plague on it, Jenny, J am not very wel! 


e at the Caſtle ſticks in my gizzard ; for they 
& ſay that ſame paultry Marqueſs, who brought 
< you the money from the King, is in love 
«© with you: This does not aniwer my purpoſe ; 
you cannot have forgot what palled between 


„ pleaſed with what went before: Your living 
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cc ys that day you made me write the love let- 


c ter: I ſpoke to my father, and obtained his 


ce conſent for marrying you. My friend Chri/- 
cc 79pher here, and I laid our heads together, and 
« and made him believe, in order to gain his 
© conſent, that you were to receive every year 
cc the ſame gratuity, as that which was ſo much 
6c taſked of in our village. This fixed him at 
« laſt, no longer ago than yeſterday; and this 
« morning I ran to the Caſtle to acquaint you 
« with it: But, now I think on it, I heard 
& ſtrange news! ah 

What did you hear, Colin?” replied I very 
earneſtly. For I had no ſooner recovered my- 
ſelf from my late fright, but the preceding night's 
adventure came freſh into my mind, and alarmed 
me cruelly on the Margueſs's account, Terri- 
fied with this apprehenſion, What do they ſay ?” 
cried J.“ People are in ſearch of you,” re- 


plied he, „on all fides; it is ſaid, the Chevalier 


*© has carried you off, which is thought the more 
* likely as he has not been ſeen ſince he en- 
e oaped that cur of a Marqueſs But I am not 
<« a little pleaſed to think the latter is rightly 
<< ſerved for coming between me and home.” 


How ſerved?” cried 1, very earneſtly, 


“ Humh, humh,” continued he, „you are 
©* mightily uneaſy methinks; are you in pain 
© about that? Since it is ſo, to be even with 
* you for your ill conditions, I will tell you no 

e more." | 
* Keep your ſecret then to yourſelf,” re- 
plied I, nettled at what he had ſaid : * Chriftopher 
© will be more complaiſant.” ** No, I thank 
| | 44 you 
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& you for that, anſwered the clown, I am 
© on Colm's fide; and more than that, you are 
c right enough ſerved, if we pay you in your own 
© coin. Ever ſince you have been at that ſame 


4 Caſtle, you are grown ſo proud, you won't 


«© ſo much as look at us poor folk; and if you 
c abate alittle of your haughtineſs at preſent, 
5 it;is only 3 you cannot ſhift without 
& us. .Udſbuddikins, were I in Caolin's place, 
& I know what I would do; I would not have 
5 you now you are blown upon.“ 3 

So much the better,” replied I very fiercely, 
overjoyed at having a handle for quarrelling 
with Colin: © I am not fo mightily taken with MM 
© his perſon as you imagine, but that I can 
eaſily give up my pretenſions; now I have 
* day-light, I can find my way to the Caſtle 
© without your help.” 

Colin was ſurprized at the ſharpneſs of my 
reply; he was ſtill fond of me. Stay, Jenny,” 
ſays he, I will ſhow you the way thither.my- 
„ felf. Good God ! why ſhould you take thus 
c upon you?” No, no, continued I, © you 
© ſhall not be at the trouble of denying any more 
« requeſts of mine; I ſhall learn what has paſſed 
without being beholden to you.“ Saying this 
I offered to go, but was prevented by their lay- 
ing hold of me. Ah! naughty one,” cried 
Colin, ©© you ſhall not get off ſo eaſily: I ſhould 
not appear ſo contemptible in your eye, if 
«© you did not meet with encouragement elſe- 
where; but you would do well to remember 
«© Charlat.”? 

The 
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The ſting of this reproach loſt nothing of its 
virulence, -and put the laſt hand to the baniſhing 
of all regard for Colin, who, till now, had ſome 
ſmall ſhare in my affections, and that too, in- 
creaſed by the a ſiſtance I had juſt received from 
him. I ſhould be very ſorry,” ſays I, to fall 
© into the circumſtances you ſeem to hint at, 
© and much more to be any ways at your diſpo- 
© fal. Let me hear no more of ſuch diſcourſe,” 
continued J very ſharply, and don't pretend to 
© ſtop me, whom you have no right to detain.” 
«© O but have,” cried Colin; why I have 
“ your father and mother's promiſe, and that is 
« ſufficient; and, Miſs, ſince that is your 
* name, you ſhall go home to your parents. 
© You are very much altered by your quality 
„ converſation; but a little of our village air 
«© will take down your pride.” Upon this 
making a ſign to Chri/topher, they ſeized each of 
them an arm, and dragged me along. 

I was forced to follow, though with tears in 
my eyes. Look, QChriftopher,” cries Colin, 
ho ſhe takes on! I could pity her, but that 
el know the occaſion of her forrow ; it is only 
% becauſe ſhe is like to loſe her dear Margueſs. 
*© Were they miſtaken who ſaid there was a 
«© good underſtanding between them? Her be- 
„ haviour makes it as plain as a noſe on a man's 
face. One would think ſhe might be over- 
** joyed at the thoughts of ſeeing her father and 
% mother, and neighbours again: But ſhe, for- 
** -ſooth can't ſo much as bear to hear them 
named. Well, well, Jenny, you have no 
dad luck to come among us again; we have 
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© no laced coats, it is true, but we may be 
<<" every jot as good as the fine ſparks you ad- 
«© mire ſo much: And beſides, let me tell ye, 
„ your God-mother has ſpoke her mind; ſhe 
© ſays; ſhe will have no more to do with you, 
4 after what has happened; this makes a great 


<< deal of noiſe in the neighbourhood; and every 


one lays the blame upon you.” 


This piece of news, which he undeſignedly 
acquainted me withal, went to my heart, and 


brought a thouſand things at once to my imagi- 
nation. I valued my reputation; and the 
thoughts of returning to our village under an in- 
famous character, put me upon the rack. The 
tenderneſs with which I loved my mother, ſtag- 
gered my reſolution: Methought I ſaw her be- 
wailing my abſence and uncertain condition ; the 
next moment I fancied her with a ſevere coun- 
tenance reproaching me as guilty of what had 
happened. TI ſhall be uſed ill at home, faid T to 
myſelf, and- ſhall not dare go abroad to be the 
mark of every pointing finger: Who' knows 
but that miſcreant, the Chevalier d' Elbieux, will 
lay wait for me, and take an opportunity-of ef- 
fecting his helliſh deſigns ! What reſiſtance can 
we make ? Heavens! to what am I expoſed ! 
Theſe reflections determined me to make my 
eſcane as ſoon as poſſible, and ſhelter myſelf in 
Paris, where a fervice would be infinitely pre- 
ferable to the having of Colin for a huſband, 
who had treated me with ſo much harſhneſs. I 
intended, when ſettled, to give my mother the 
reaſons of my not returning home, 


I was 
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I was employed in theſe thoughts, when there 
appeared in the road a man on horſeback; as 
he rode at a great pace, he ſoon came up with 
us. © Did you ſee,” ſays he as he drew near, 
« a young Ah! what do J fee?” cried 
he in diſcovering me.—“ Tis her. Is that. 
= © you, Miſs. Jenny? What a happineſs to find 
== © you again! what a ſatisfaction will this be to 
= © my maſter!” As he faid this, he alighted, 
and came to me preſenting his hand. How 
reat was my joy to find it was the — 
Pale de Chambre ! The preſence of my vigi 
conductors could not prevent my giving him 
evident proofs of my ſatisfaction. Dubois, in 
his tranſports, had taken my hand in order to 
kiſs it; but Colin interpoſed, and thruſt him 
aſide, crying out, Not ſo faſt, friend; if you 
© are for kiſſing, you had beſt go to the perſon 
you wrote the letter to. I know you well 
enough, for all you pretend to be ſurprized.* 
« Is this any of your relations? ſaid the Valet 
de Chambre to me. No indeed, anſwered 1 
very quick, © Why what would the fool be 
« at?” continued Dubois, ſtill holding my 
hand, Not fo faſt, I tell you friend, added 
Cilin: © We are not afraid of your laced hat; 
and, as much countrymen as we are, we bid 
* you defiance.” * Oh, oh!” cried Dubois, 
* what, are you for being obſtreperous, my 
puts?“ © Waunds, put yourſelf,” replied 
Colin in a paſſion, as if we did not know who 
= you are.” In ſaying this he ſeized Chrifopher's 
gun, and ſtepping back, Udſbuddikins,” any 
he, go — ways, or I'll turn you up as 
OL, Þ E Would 
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< would a hare.” Dubois was a man of courage, 
and had ſeen a battle, ſo this threat did not daunt 
him in the leaſt ; but putting the muzzle of the 
gun aſide, he laid hold of Colin. Chriſtopher 
ſeeing his companion overpowered, let go his 
hold of me in order to aſſiſt him: Finding my- 
ſelf at liberty, I fled from them as faſt as my 
ſtrength could carry me. {2 
© After having paſſed through a conſiderable 
part of the Wood without finding any path or 
road, at laſt I came to one, where meeting a 
woman driving two aſſes before her, I ran up 
very haſtily to her.: She immediately aſked me 
what was the matter, and the reaſon of my 
precipitate flight? I made a ſtory, and told 
herl ran from my maſter, who would have had 
me complied with what was not proper. I 
© approve of your diſcretion, ſaid the good 
woman to me, and for its fake will beſtir my- 
© ſelf in your behalf: If you want a place, my 
© dear, follow me; I have a daughter at Paris, 
to whom I will recommend you; as ſhe is in 
a good place, ſhe may be ſerviceable to you. 
© She has not been long there; theſe are her 
© cloaths I am carrying to Valvins, where I am 
© told I ſhall meet with an opportunity of ſend- 
© ing them to her. You may, if you will, 
_ © take the ſame convenience; conſider what you 
© had beſt to do. 5 ; 
I) be notion I immediately conceived of eſcap- 
ing the purſuit which would infallibly be made 
after me, the avoiding ſuch diſcourſe as I had 
juſt heard, and ſtill rung in my ears, with the 
pleaſing thoughts of living near the 3 
oon i 
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ſoon determined me. I am much beholden to 
« you,” ſaid I to her, for your kind proffer, 
« and accept of it very willingly.“ Well,” 
ſays ſhe, © I'll ſpeak to the carrier, and if you 
can't pay the fare, I'll lay down the money, 
© and you may repay it to my daughter when 
© you are able. | 
When my mother came to the Caſtle, ſhe 
had given me about twelve Livres to buy ſome 
little things which girls have occaſion for: I 
had the money about me, and told the woman 
I had wherewithal to bear my charges: So 
© much the better,” replied ſhe, © money is no 
© burthen ; and it were to be wiſhed always to 
© have a little at hand : This might often pre- 
vent miſchief, where young creatures like 
© you, to extricate themſelves. from difficulties, 
fall into the ſnares laid for the ruin of their 
* honour,” 
We had walked about two miles talking in 
this manner, when my guide propoſed taking a 
breakfaſt, I was overjoyed to hear of eating, 
being almoſt famiſned. Out of a little wallet. 
ſhe pulled ſome bacon and bread; we ſeated 
ourſelves in the ſhade of ſome willows on the 
bank of a clear rivulet: 1 he aſſes, according 
to their nature, ſtopped very willingly to graze, 
I thought the bacon very delicious ; and even 
to this day, whenever I loſe my ſtomach, the 
very remembrance of that ruſtic meal never 
fails to give me an appetite and a reliſh to my 
victuals. | 55 i 
Whilſt we thus refreſhed ourſelves, the good 
woman looked at "_ very-carneſtly: The tears 
2 ; an 
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began to trickle down apace, whilſt the victuals 
remained in her mouth. Alas Goody!” I 
cried, © what is the matter? You ſeem troubled.“ 
© Ah!” fays ſhe wiping her eyes, © you put me 


© ſo much in mind of my daughter Mariana 


© that's dead and gone] She was about your age, 
and very like you. Would to God ſhe had 
been leſs handſome; for it was her beauty that 
brought her to the grave: Poor girl, ſhe was 
no leſs amiable for her virtue! I'll tell you her 
whole hiſtory as we go along, and then judge 


W A M aA a 


© often as ſhe comes into my mind.” ; 
Breakfaſt being over, we went forwards: The 


good woman, remembering her promiſe, © Be at- 


© tentive,” ſays ſhe, Silvianna, for I took 
that name when I firſt joined her, to what I am 
going to ſay ; it may be of ſome advantage to 
© you: Young women are often courted ; and 
£ yet how few do we ſee poſſeſſed of that dif- 
© cretion they ought to have, ſince nothing can 
© be an equivalent for their virtue, It's true, I 
© bemoan myſelf every day for the loſs of 
© Mariana, but J had much rather think her happy 
© in Heaven, than ſee her covered with infamy 
© on earth. Where honour is the only thing a 
© perſon can value themſelves upon, they never 
© can do too much to ſecure it. For example, 
© if any one ſhould rob you of the little money 
< that's in your pocket, you would loſe all you 
© have, and would certainly think yourſeif un- 
© done; it is the ſame with regard. to honour. 


© Theſe were the ſentiments in which | trained 


: my daughter; and the good effect they pro- 
8 e duced 


whether I have not juſt reaſon to grieve as 
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duced as ſne grew up, gave me great content. 
By the time ſhe was twelve years of age, the 
whole neighbourhood admired her. Though 
Fontainebleau is not very large, yet the King's 


coming thither every year, draws a great con- 


courſe of people. In that ſeaſon I deal in 
lemonades, and, as I am very choice in what 
I ſell, my houſe is generally full of very good 
company. | 

I was cruelly perplexed in ſeeing my daughter 


viſibly waſte away through fome hidden grief, 


the cauſe of which I could not poflibly divine. 
She was now eighteen, and every day dearer 
than other ; ſo that her pining in this manner 
overwhelmed me with trouble. As for my- 
ſelf, I thought I had no ways contributed to- 
wards it, being ready even to prevent her 
wiſhes in every thing I knew was agreeable to 
her; and as her paſſion for dreſs was no ſecret 
to me, I ſupplied her very pientifuly with 
means to indulge herfelf in it: So that few 
young women of her condition made a better 
appearance. All this ſignified nothing, me- 


lancholy ſtill prevailed. I often preſſed her to 


acquaint me with the cauſe, but ſhe pretended 
to be ignorant of it herſelf, till at laſt ſne was 
ſo ill as to take to her bed. I ſhut up ſhop im- 
mediately, that I might not be interrupted in 
tending upon her. Nothing was wanting that 
could any way help her recovery; phyſicians 
were ſent for, but they could not find out her 
diſtemper; in a word, my heart was ready to 
break when I ſaw her thus reduced. | 

3 | One 
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began to trickle down apace, whilſt the victuals 
remained in her mouth. Alas Goody!” I 
cried, © what is the matter? You ſeem troubled,” 
© Ah!” fays ſhe wiping her eyes, you put me 
© ſo much in mind of my daughter Mariana 
© that's dead and gone ! She was about your age, 
© and very like you. Would to God ſhe had 
© been leſs handſome; for it was her beauty that 
© brought her to the grave: Poor girl, ſhe was 
© no leſs amiable for her virtue! I'll tell you her 
© whole hiſtory as we go along, and then judge 


© whether I have not juſt reaſon to grieve as 


© often as ſhe comes into my mind.” 

Breakfaſt being over, we went forwards : The 
good woman, remembering her promiſe, Be at- 
© tentive,” ſays ſhe, Silvianna, for I took 
that name when I firſt joined her, to what I am 


going to ſay; it may be of ſome advantage to 


© you: Young women are often courted; and 


© yet how few do we ſee poſſeſſed of that diſ- 


. 


* cretion they ought to have, ſince nothing can 


© be an equivalent for their virtue, It's true, I 


© bemoan myſelf every day for the loſs of 
© Mariana, but I had much rather think her happy 
© in Heaven, than ſee her covered with infamy 
© on earth. Where honour is the only thing a 
< perſon can value themſelves upon, they never 
© can do too much to ſecure it. For example, 
© if any one ſhould rob you of the little money 
< that's in your pocket, you would loſe all you 
© have, and would certainly think yourſeif un- 
© done; it is the ſame with regard. to honour. 


© 'Theſe were the ſentiments in which I trained 
© my daughter; and the good effect they pro- 


.duced 
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duced as ſhe grew up, gave me great content. 
By the time ſhe was twelve years of age, the 
whole neighbourhood admired her. Though 


Fontainebleau is not very large, yet the King's 


coming thither every year, draws a great con- 
courſe of people. In that ſeaſon I deal in 
lemonades, and, as I am yery choice in what 
I ſell, my houſe is generally full of very good 


company. 


I was cruelly perplexed in ſeeing my daughter 


viſibly waſte away through ſome hidden grief, 


the cauſe of which J could not poflibly divine. 
She was now eighteen, and every day dearer 
than other ; ſo that her pining in this manner 
overwhelmed me with trouble. As for my- 
ſelf, I thought I had no ways contributed to- 
wards it, being ready even to prevent her 
wiſhes in every thing I knew was agreeable to 
her; and as her paſſion for dreſs was no ſecret 


to me, I ſupplied her very pientifuly with 


means to indulge herſelf in it: So that few 
young women of her condition made a better 
appearance. All this ſignified nothing, me- 
lancholy ſtill prevailed. I often preſſed her to 
acquaint me with the cauſe, but ſhe pretended 
to be ignorant of it herſelf, till at laſt ſhe was 
ſo ill as to take to her bed. I ſhut up ſhop im- 
mediately, that I might not be interrupted in 
tending upon her. Nothing was wanting that 
could any way help her recovery ; phylicians 


were ſent for, but they could not find out her 


diſtemper ; in a word, my heart was ready to 
break when I ſaw her thus reduced. 
E 3 | One 
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© One day finding herſelf ſomething better 
than uſual, 1 her ſo earneſtly to acquaint 
me with * occaſion of her illneſs, that, 
fetching a deep ſigh, ſhe ſpoke to me in the 
following manner:* © Your tenderneſs, dear 
** mother, lays me under am indiſpenſible obliga- 
tion of ſatisfying you on this fubject: Beſides 
*© it cannot be deferred any longer; I find I 
s mult ſhortly give an account of my whole life 
** to the Almighty, and J ſhould think it an ad- 
dition to my guilt not to acknowledge to you 
«© my weakneſs. Can there be a greater than to 
fall in love with a man, and then inform him 
«© of it? The violence of my paſſion has brought 
«© me to this condition: Oh! mother, do not 
«© bluſh for me] The grave wilt expiate this in- 
voluntary offence.” 

No, my dear child, no,* ſaid I to her, 
moved to compaſſion with the fear of loſing her : 
God will preſerve you, and pardon your 
weakneſs; he will ſecond your virtuous educa- 
tion; III prevail upon Heaven b 11 earneſt 
prayers to reſtore you to me. ar child! I 
can never out- live thee.“ Your ſincere 
„ piety,”* replied: ſhe, vill enable you to 
*© bear our ſeparation; for my ſake, dear mo- 
ther, dry up your tears, they pierce me to 
* the very heart.” 

She cried too, dear girl! Ah, Silviana, 
continued the good woman, how I was moved! 
Methought the tears I ſhed. on that occaſion 
were the forerunners of thoſe that would be- 
© wail her death: We continued ſome time in 


this melancholy ſituation, till at laſt my 
daughter, 


ov 


«© „ K a a 
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© daughter, with a preſence of mind ſurpaſſing 


© her tender age, and edifying me by her reſig- 


nation and pious expreſſions, thus add reſt her- 
«© ſelf to me! 
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< You may remember, dear mother, that 
being out of order one evening, you was 
obliged to go to bed earlier than uſual: As 1 
was alone, I took up a book to amuſe myſelf 
till the time of ſhutting ſhop ; the paſſage I 
chanced to dip into affected me ſo much as to 
draw tears from my eyes; it was the hiſtor 

of Fypolite, Fatal day! dangerous book for 
young perſons, leaving the mind ſuſceptible of 
the ſofteſt impreſſions! Juſt at that moment 
came into the ſhop two young gentlemen, 
one of whom was beauty itſelf: they called 


for ſome liquor cooled with ice, and the per- 


ſon I juſt now deſcribed, behaved and ſpoke 
with ſuch inimitable grace, as charmed and 
troubled me both at once. He perceived I 
had been crying, and having informed himſelf 
of the occaſion; How amiable you appear, 
ſaid he to me, when, to ſuch inchanting 


I beauty is joined a tenderneſs capable of mov- 
cc 


ing you thus at the misfortunes of others ! 
You weep then for the Count de Duglas ? 
Happy man! Who could not envy him on 
this occaſion ? Learn from hence, if any one 
ſhould be ſo much enamoured with you, as 
that Count was with Julia, not to make him 
wretched. For if the caſual reading of ſuch 
a paſſage could thus affect you, judge from 
thence, what a lover muſt endure overwhelmed 
with you ſeverities. 
33 be E 4 £6 The 
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<< The young gentleman's friend, ſuch he 
appeared to be, interrupted him in his diſ- 
« courſe; whether by deſign, or that he had 
<< really buſineſs, I cannot ſay : But he made an 
« excuſe for going elſewhere, promiſing to call 
<< upon him as ſoon as the affair was diſpatched. 
Thus was I left alone with the gentleman : 
<. know not whether he expreſſed himſelf in a 
«© better manner than thoſe who have hitherto 
* made their addreſſes, or that my heart, ſoſten- 
<<. ed by the fatal paſſage I had juſt been reading, 
<5 was in that ſituation in which the aſſaults of 
< love find the leaſt reſiſtance; whatever was 
. the cauſe, it received the impreſſio, n even 
<<. before he declared his paſſion; nay that no- 
thing might be wanting to complete my 
<<. ſhame, I Ted not conceal my overthrow, His 
<< tranſport was ſo great, that he threw himſelf 
& at my feet, kiſſed my hand, and gave a thou- 
& fand other reſpectful marks of his love, I 
« bluſh to think I could be fo weak as to ſuffer 
* 1t, and feel from thence an unworthy ſatisfac- 
tion. Ah! mother, why did you leave me 
« alone? Could you not foreſee that one ſingle 
«© moment is more than ſufficient for triumphing 
Cover the reaſon of a young creature. 
« In the mean time it grew late, the ſhop 
« was ſtill open, I remember ; I was for taking 
© leave of the young gentleman, and obliging 
« him to retire :- But the mgrate ſeemed to be 
fo much troubled, and that with ſuch an air of 
4 ſincerity, that I was moved at it. One quar- 
<« ter of an hour I could not refuſe; his life, 
© he- ſaid, depended on it. Unhappy com- 
: & plaiſance, 
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ec plaiſance, which every young woman ought 
« to baniſh ! He improved it to his advantage, 
« by giving freſh tokens of his love ; his ſoft 
c voice, his lively expreſſion, his languiſhing 
& eyes, could not fail of infecting my troubled 
« mind. Alas! you love me, Sir! faid I to 
« him; and I could: not refrain from letting 
« you know, you are the firſt J ever ſuffered to 
« entertain me with ſuch diſcourſe : ſhall I not 
« repent hereafter the diſcloſing myſelf in this 
“ manner? In all appearance your condition is 
« far ſuperior to mine; what effect then can be 
« expected from our mutual affection, or to 
« what purpoſe will you have conquered my in- 
« clinations ?* Oh! leave me; I blame myſelf 
« already for having liſtened to you ſo long! 
« How. ! replied he, with an air of melancholy ; 
edo you think. me capable of abuſing ſo much 
« goodneſs. ?* Wretch that I am, to be ſo little 
known to you! No, my charming Mariana, 
could my breaſt harbour ſo vile a thought, this 
hand at the expence of my life ſhould avenge: 
«© your cauſe : To you I vow: an eternal con- 
* ſtancy, preferable to whatever the world can 
© ſhew of ſtate and grandeur. Neither is my 
condition ſo much above yours; as you ſeem 
* to imagine: I. belong to the Count of ——, 
* and have a fair proſpect of making my fortune, 
<- perhaps very ſhortly; and, ſuch as it proves, 
* I am ready. to ſhare it with you; Theſe 
* ſentiments gave me new courage; a young a 
* woman is never ſtartled at love when founded 
on a principle of virtue and eſteem; yet how 
*-nicc a point.it is at this day to liſten too much 
E 5: 4 to. 
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« to its ſuggeſtions !' how frequently do villains 
< abuſe this honourable pretext to the ruin of. 
© young creatures ! A rock. on which innocence: 
« 1s daily caſt away. W 
« We parted with regret, and this firſt inter- 
view confirmed to him an eternal fidelity on 
<« my ſide: I went to bed full of what had. 
<« paſſed, and compoſed myſelf to reſt with a. 
ce ſatisfaction and ſerenity of mind I had never: 
© before experienced. | 
ce Pardon me, dear mother, ſaid the good, 
* creature, for: carrying. on ſo very privately: 
- © this intrigue,, during the ſpace of. ſix months; 
* my lover gave me to underſtand, that as yet: 
© it was not.convenient to diſcloſe the ſecret to: 
you, that his affairs were on the point of be- 
ing concluded, and. inſiſted on having the. 
« ſatisfaction of informing you himſelf. The: 
cc reaſons he gave for his conduct were ſo ſatis- 
« factory (at leaſt they appeared ſuch to me), 
« that I even contrived opportunities for his. 
« ſeeing me, and keeping the affair. from your, 
„ knowledge. | | by 
„I waited with great tranquillity the happy: 
„ moment, in which ſo tender an amour was. 
< to b&crowned with ſucceſs ; I relied entirely 
on tis” honour : Vain confidence ! as if men. 
“ were capable of any ſuch thing! 
One night, about ten, my lover came to. 
me: My lovely Mariana, ſays he, I am 
«© obliged to leave you, and my mind miſgives. 
« me, that abſence from you will certainly 
<< bring me to to the grave; reſtore my mind 
© toits uſual tranquillity ; yes, ſays he, throw- 
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* ing himſelf at my feet, and bathing my hand 
« with his tears; I am the moſt forlorn of 
« mankind, if you deny me the favour I am 
« going to aſæ: I he reſtraint I have laid on 
«© myſelf, my reſpet for you, have made me 
* undergo more than tongue can expreſs for 
c theſe ſix months paſt; and can you let me go 


< without ſecuring to me my only happineſs? 


« Either kill me at onee, or promiſe to make 
« me happy. I need not inform you, replied 
« I, moved at the condition I ſaw him in, that 
love you more than life; nevertheleſs, what 
„ is it you dare to alk? Alas! Mariana, re- 
* plied he with warmth, my delires know no 
other meaſure than that of my love of you! 
“O Ot yourſelf, replied I, the indulging your 
% own appetites z: without refleting, that it 
«< muſt be-at the expence of all that is moſt dear 
to me in the world, my honour, my reputa- 
« tion, my peace. What is it you mean! cried 
c he, lifting up his eyes toward Heaven; to whom 
c. are all theſe dearer than to me? Do you know 
« me, and yet uſe ſuch expreſſions? No, 
% Mariana, injure: me not fo cruelly,. as to 
e think: me capable of: ſo black a crime: Your 


A ﬆR 


| © heart long ſince has declared itſelf in my 


«. behalf, that is ſecurity. enough for the upright- 


©. neſs of my intentions:; it: is your conſent to 


<«. marry me, I aſk; to-morrow muſt. make me 
6 yours, Or, by all thatꝰs ſacred, I am gone for 


4. ever: 


I trembled to hear ſo ſolemn a proteſtation; 
6. (How weak are we when entangled in love!) 
4 J ſighed, he urged his requeſt,. and at laſt 

| - & gained: 
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« gained my conſent to marry him privately. 
The ——— he alledged were of great oon- 
<< ſequence; his ruin was inevitable, he ſaid, 
© ſhould his maſter diſcover that he deſigned to 
© marry, and to obtain his conſent would take 
<6 up too much time; let us firſt ſecure the main 
point, ſays he, and Ill work through the reſt : 
If he ſhould find out that we are married, at 
<< leaſt I ſhall be the better able to ſtand by you, 
and have a ſufficient excuſe for leaving his. 
* ſervice. 

«© Don't you remember, dear mother, that 
&. Faſked-your leave to viſit an aunt: about ſix 
© miles off? it was under that pretext that I 
Was to go to be married; every thing was 
© prepared, and we parted in that expectation. 
Thad never loved him ſo much 2 nor 
ever. given him ſuch convincin 
Heavens] that in one moment ſo eons a 
5 proſpect ſhould vaniſh, and the blackeſt of 
* treaſons come to light. 

% As my lover went out of the ſhop, two 
young gentlemen exceedingly well. dreſſed 
«© met him at the door. He was no ſooner- 
gone, but one ſaid to the other, was not that 
ce the Margueſs.of —— who paſſed us? Yes, 
<6: anſwered the other, don't Geek ſo loud; he 
& ſqueezed me by the hand when I was going to 
© ſalute him; there is ſome myſtery carrying 
4 on, I ſuppoſe he makes love to Mariana. I 
© no ſooner heard this, but I ſtood cloſe to the 
<< partition between the ſhop and the cloſet, 
© the place we uſed to meet in; I could hear 
all that paſſed, and ordered the maid to ſerve 
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* them, bidding her fay I was gone to bed, if 
« any aſked for me. placed myſelf fo con- 
veniently, as not to loſe one word of their 
diſcourſe. 

« I ſhould eaſily believe it, faid one of the 
gentlemen in anſwer to ſomething that had. 
paſſed between them; but Mariana is diſ- 
creet, and I can't think ſhe has granted him. 
the laſt favour. So! replied the other, are 
you weak enough to imagine Joan can ſay 
nay to a Lord? Of twenty girls of her rank, 

are not nineteen catched in our nets ? Your 
over- favourable opinion impoſes upon you; I 


am ſurprized at it. You may banter as you 


pleaſe, anſwered the firſt : I'll allow you to be 


right as to the generality of them, but as to 
her we are ſpeaking of, I know to a demon- 


ſtration ſhe is a modeſt girl. A perſon of 
figure offered her very conſt derably, even 
propoſed to ſettle upon her; but to no 


purpoſe, It may be, replied he that knew fo 


little of me ; but can you imagine ſhe would 


refuſe a perſon of our rank, who ſhould pro- 


poſe marriage to her:? How can ſhe avoid that 
ſnare? You little think that the Marqueſs, in 
conducting an affair of this nature, ſets ſo 
many engines at work, that he ſeldom fails of 
ſucceſs ;. he does not ſtick at marrying a girl 
he fancies, under a borrowed name : perhaps 
that is the caſe here. 


Imagine, dear mother, my ſurprize and 
6 indigvation. Ah! Villian! I cried out, 
© not reflecting where I was. . We are over- 


bays heard, ſaid one of the gentlemen, and, by 
© Mariana , 
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& Mariana herſelf. I am very ſorry for it, re- 
© plicd the other; we muſt prevail upon her 
© not to ſpeak of what ſhe has heard; upon 
+ this they ruſhed into the cloſet, where they 

5 found me all in tears. 
© They uſed their utmoſt endeavours to 
& comfort me: But was aſhamed to look them 
ein the face, as if what I had heard made me 
4% guilty. They urged me very earneſtly to 
« inform them what terms I was upon with the 
% Margueſs, and as they appeared very much 
& like gentlemen, in contideration of the in- 
© valuable ſervice they had done, by giving me 
s ſo much light into the affair, I related to them 
© the whole detail of my adventure; they ſeem- 
«& ed to credit what I ſaid : 1 uſed that expreſſi- 
on, becauſe when they went away, I could 
& hear them ſay, they knew the. world better 
«© than that. But before they left me, I was 
«© obliged to promiſe, not to give them up as 
© the authors of my information; and I was as 
good as my word. Their. backs were no 
«© ſooner turned, but I threw myſelf into bed, 
«© under an agony not to be expreſſed. I ſpent 
© the night in contriving means of abſenting 
% myſelf from the place. appointed: In vain did 
<<: love plead for a perfidious man; my reſolution. 
„ was never to ſee him more: A dear-bought 
victory] His idea always maintained its. place 
„ in my breaſt, not to be removed. The- 
*c ſtruggles I that night underwent were ſo 
violent, as to throw. me into a. fit of ſick- 
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© The day following, our maid, whom he. 

had gained, brought me a letter from the 
wretch; I ſent it back. unopened, and as I 
thought this a freſh attempt upon my honour, 
I ordered him to be told, I would hear no 
more of him. A ſecond letter came, I be- 
haved as I did with reſpec to the firſt : The 
villain finding he loſt his labour that way, ſent 
me word by the. maid, that he had things of 
the laſt conſequence to impart, very much to 
my advantage, and begged I would not con- 
demn him unheard ; I was ſo provoked at the 
ſervant's inſolence, having before reprimand- 
ed her ſeverely on account of the former 


meſſage, that I prevailed with you, under 


ſome other pretence, to turn her away, as 
you may remember. 


de In a very few days after this, L was terribly 


ſurprized one morning when L waked, to 
find my perfidious lover kneeling at my bed- 
ſide, and. bathing one of my hands with his 
guilty tears: I ſnatched it away with too 
much confuſion not to diſcover the aſcendant 
he ſtill had over my affections. 


„Well then, charming Mariana, you no 


longer love me, ſaid he, with an air the moſt 
moving; you refuſe to ſee or hear me; you 
baniſh thoſe who might inform you of my 
faithful ardor. Heavens ! that ſo much beauty 
and injuſtice can be ſo near allied! What is 
my crime? Is it. the concealing my real 
name? If fa, I own myſelf the dargueſs 


: ] ſhould not have denied it. What 


a misfortune, to have a more exquiſite taſte 


than 


— 
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than the generality of mankind ! to this I owe- 
my wretched condition ; this has torn from. 
me all that was dear in the world? Who is 
to blame, Mariana or I? Why did ſhe not 
keep her word? Why did ſhe not come to 
the place appointed? There ſhe might have 
diſcovered whether it was the Margueſs of 
— Or his Secretary, that would have 
married her. Ah! lovely Mariana, why 


& did you deprive me the uncommon pleaſure 


4 


4 - 


46 
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of ſo agreeably undeceiving you, by preſent- 
ing a huſband worthy of ſo much merit? 
Endearing pleaſure ! 1 had propoſed to be 
perſonally beloved, and not beholden for the 
mighty gift of rank or fortune. Such is my 
crime: I have done; pronounce my doom: 
This juſtification I. owed myſelf, and now 


have paid my debt; placed as I am on the 


brink of deſtruction, I will not ſurvive the 
cruel misfortune of having been ſuſpected. 


«© How weak are we when entangled with 


love! His words made an impreffion on me; 
they were plauſible, and my heart through. 
prepoſſeſſion pleaded in behalf of the traitor. 
But reaſon came to my aſſiſtance; I could. 


not forget. the diſcourſe I had over-heard :: 


They had no intereſt in the affair, being- 


- neither his enemies nor rivals; this laſt re- 
flection carried it, and I would hear no more: 


The zngrate committed numberleſs extra- 
vagancies ; he offered to kill himſelf, putting. 
me a thouſand times in apprehenſion for his 
life: As much an impoſtor as I thought him, 


T could not overcome my fears. Somebody 
. 
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cc very luckily entering my room, he retired, 
« and, convinced I was not to be deluded by 
& his forgeries, freed me onee for all from his 
„company. 

He was no ſooner gone but I blamed my too 
6 great ſeverity; the ſpecious pretence under 
* which he veiled his wicked deſigns preſented 
«© itſelf again, What a wretch am I, if I have 
« wronged him! Perhaps he really loves me: 
«© Perhaps he tells truth: Stay, charmer, Ill 
clear theſe frightful doubts. I thought of a 
„ thouſand ways to lay open this intereſting 
« myſtery ; but alas! what I had heard proved 
but too true | I chanced to meet with one of 
«© the unhappy inſtances of his too ſucceſsful 
« villainy ; ſhe convinced me I had placed my 
« affections ona monſter. I often bluſh to think 
«© of my narrow eſcape, but ſtill loved him to ex- 
« ceſs, and ſuffered cruelly on that account. 
«« Time might, it's true, have worn out my 
<c paſſion, had not his behaviour to me about 
«© a week ſince put the finiſhing ſtroke to a 
© wretched life. 3 5 

% For lo lately was it, that a perſon exceed- 
& ingly well dreſſed came into my chamber ; he 
© enquired it I was Mariana, and aeing an- 
«© ſwered I was the perion, Would to God, 
& (ſaid he) another had been employed on this 
c occaſion ; your countenance at firſt ſight gains 
© one over to you. My Lord dargueſs of 
* to-morrow is to marry Miſs . 
«© This young lady has heard of ſeveral amours 
© of her intended ſpouſe ; among the reſt, ſhe 
has been informed, that he has converſed 


with 
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with you as a wife, and ſome don't ſtick to 
ſay he was privately married to you: This 
has occaſioned a demur ; the lady will go no 


© further in this affair, till ſhe receives entire 
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cc 
pieces with bitter regret, too plainly con- 


ſatisfaction on this point: A perſon will come 
from her to you for an anſwer, on which the 
marriage abſolutely depends. The Margueſs has 
ſworn he is a ſtranger to your bed, but ſhe 
refuſes to rely on his proteſtations, and has 

given him to underſtand, that if he has de- 
ceived you, as ſhe is informed, that the match 
muſt be broke off. The Marqueſs, who 
doats on her, -is in the utmoſt conſternation, 
and ſends me to aſſure you, that if you prove 
an obſtacle to his deſigns, and refuſe to be- 
have on this occaſion as is proper, he will 
find a place for you where you may repent your 
obſtinacy at leiſure, and that Go, go, Sir, 
replied I, interrupting him, and provoked at 
his menaces ; tell him, who has honoured you 
with ſuch a notable commiſſion, I ſcorn him 
too much to concern myſelf with his new 
engagements ; however, I could not have ima- 
gined, that after having been guilty of ſo 
many impoſtures, with which I am better ac- 
quainted than he thinks for, he ſhould crown 
the work with a ſhameful threatening meſlage 
to a young perſon he had offered to marry. 


| Saying this, I turned my back upon the gentle- 


man, who walked away much aſtoniſhed at 
my haughty behaviour. bp. 
5 But, vain haughtineſs, uſeleſs outſide ap- 
pearance ! A thouſand times was I torn to 


vincing, 
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«« yincing me of the exceſs of my paſſion. My 
ce lover gone for ever! I am not only aban- 
« doned, but even ſacrificed to a rival, nay, 
e inſulted and trampled on by his ungenerous 
« and outrageous menaces | This it is, dear 
* mother, that thus preys upon me, and has re- 
<< duced me to ſuch a woeful condition : What 
« is the whole world to me? the Margueſs is 
married, and all is over l“ | 
© Her tears put an end to this melancholy re- 
© Jation. I endeavoured to comfort her, and re- 
ſtore her health; but the illneſs increaling, 
© about ten days afterwards, ſhe ſpoke to me in 
© the following manner, and that with a pre- 
© ſence of mind as ſuprized me, overwhelmed 
© as I was with tears, and holding her in my 
© arms. | | 
„% My hour approaches, faid ſhe, and we 
«© muſt part; I find I have not long to live: 
„Comfort yourſelf, my dear mother, and 
don't oppreſs me with your ſorrow. Nature 
«« is too apt to ſhrink in this conflict; add not 
„ the weight, your tenderneſs will occaſion; 
© but if you love me, refrain giving me ſo many 
«© marks of it; they ſhake the ſteadineſs which 
„now I ſtand in need of more than ever. 
<< Have recourſe to God, and beſeech him in 
my behalf; in his mercy I place my truſt ; 
<< above all, thank him for having preſerved my 
*© innocence through ſo many dangers : What 
*© a comfort ! That treaſure, at leaſt, I ſhall 
* carry to the next life. Let me conjure you in 
the name of God, to leave me to myſelf 
during thoſe precious moments he is till 
«© pleaſed 
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| © pleaſed to allow me, that I may employ them 
<< wholy in the great affair of ſalvation ; re- 
« ceive this laſt kiſs, and pardon the uneaſineſs 
„I give you; farewel, dear mother, you move 
„ me too much.” * Saying this, ſhe turned 
© her head away, and would not be diſturbed af- 
© terwards. She died as ſhe lived, that is, in 
© ſentiments of piety, as afford me a ſingular 
© conſolation, After ſome time, I ſu ed 
* myſelf to the divine Providence; alas! it coſt 
© me dear, and does ſtill every day of my life. 
Mariana's mother wept bitterly in conclu- 
ding this mourntul hiſtory : I was much moved, 
and cried very heartily, The favourable opinion 
ſhe had of me, was conſiderably increaſed by 
ſeeing ſuch marks of my tender atfection, and 
ſhe expreſſed as much in a very ſincere manner. 
Reiections naturally ſu-ceeded, which con- 
firmed me more and more in a ſteady adherence 
to virtue: I could not forbear thinking this re- 
lation was deſigned as a preſervative againſt the 
dangers, to which my innocence would be ex- 
poſed at Paris 
We reached Valvins, and meeting with the 
conveniency mentioned before, we agreed with 
the waggoner for my fair: The old woman and 1 
.embraced each other with great affection, 
promiſing a mutual correſpondence for the 
future. 1 5 
I was no ſooner alone in the waggon, but I 
ave a looſe to many a melancholy reflection. 
Woh | faid I to myſelf, What am I doing? 
What will become of me ? What will people 
think? What will my mother ſay? What! can 1 


leave 
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leave a mother bewailing my abſence at this very 
inſtant ! No, no; I will go no farther, cried I 
all in tears; I had better undergo the reproaches, 
I fo much dread, than expoſe myſelf again to 
_ thoſe very dangers I have ſo happily eſcaped. 
Yes, dear mother, had I never left you, but 
had remained under your eye, I ſhould not 
this day be involved into ſo many diffi» 
culties. | | l 

This made a deep impreſſion; I reſolved to 
return to the village, and rather ſubmit my 
vanity to the greateſt humiliation, than be thus 
wanting in my duty to my parents. I was juſt 
going te bid the waggoner ſet me down, and 
was actually preparing to alight, when I ſaw a 
man riding full ſpeed after us; my mind miſgave 
me : But how great was my ſurprize, when I 
could diſtinguiſh his face, and diſcovered it was 
the Chevalier q Elbieux ! I trembled, as well I 
might, from head to foot, and immediately hid 
myſelf under a coverlet, that was deſigned to 
keep me from the rain: I lay thus perdue above 
an hour, without the leaſt motion. At laftT 
grew impatient, and not being able to bear the 
cruel incertitude any longer, I lifted up the 
corner of the coverlet. Heavens ! what ſhould 

I ſee but the Chevalier ſtill following the wag- 
gon, and holding a difcourſe with him that drove 
it. What a ſituation was I in! Which way 
ſhould I turn myſelf in this diſtreſs ! I knew him 
him to well, not to apprehend the worſt of ex- 
tremities from his brutality. How ſhould he 
come this way? Who ſhould direct him hither ? 
What might I not expect, if he knew I was fo 
near him. | a g 
3 This 


— 
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This racking myſtery ſoon cleared up; 


another young gentleman came gallopping up 


to the Chevalier, I have had no better ſuc- 
<& ceſs than you,” ſays he, calling out as he 
came towards us, I can hear nothing of what 
«© we are looking for.” Monſieur 4 Elbieux 
only put his finger to his mouth, and pointed 
to the waggon. This ſign implied a great deal, 
for it plainly ſhowed where I lay hid. When he 
came up with us, Take heed, ſaid the Che- 
valier to him in a low voice, we have her; ſhe 
can't eſcape this bout: I don't know what it 
© is, but ſhe ſuſpects ſomething, you ſee how ſhe 
hides herſelf.” The winding of the road pre- 
vented me hearing any more. God was pleaſed 
to inſpire me with a contrivance for eſcaping : 
Heaven never forſakes the innocent. | 
In about half an hour after this, the waggon 
droveinto the wood again ;- the remembrance of 
what I had there been expoſed to threw me into 
a fit of trembling. The road happened to be 
very bad, the depth of the ruts made it exceeding 
troubleſome riding. This forced the gentle- 
men to quit the great road and ſtrike into a 
path, ſo as to leave part of the thicket between 
them and the waggon. Suchan opportunity was 
not to be loſt; but as I apprehended the wag- 
oner, by his ſlow driving, to be in the ſecret, 
could expect no aſſiſtance from him. There 
hung over the road ſeveral large boughs, one of 
theſe I laid hold of, and the waggon driving 
from under me, I climbed into alarge tkick tree, 
fully reſolved to hide myſelf there, till I might 
venture to make off ; the road here was ſtraight, 


and I could ſee a long way before me. 
I was 
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I was ſoon convinced of what importance it 
was not to let flip the opportunity Heaven had 
put into my hands. I could ſee the waggon 
at ſome diſtance with the horſemen cloſe by it ; 
the waggoner retired, and the gentlemen quit- 
ted their horſes. One of them, but which [I 
could not difcern, got upon the carriage, he 
lifts up the coverlet, and ſeemed vaſtly ſurpriſed 
not to find me there, looking about on all ſides. 
He jumps down again, they both mount their 
horſes, ſeem to confer together, and then ride 
off, taking different roads. 

I was fully determined not to leave my poſt, 
till I was ſure of not falling into their hands a 
ſecond time. Two hours were paſſed and 
nothing appeared. I began to be in good heart 
when I heard ſomebody ſay, It's to no pur- 
poſe to ſearch for her at ſuch a diſtance, ſhe 
can't be gone ſo far, but muſt be hid ſome- 
where hereabouts; let us look out ſharp 
where we are, this is the place we loſt her in. Do 

ou place yourſelf where the roads croſs, and 

will ſtay upon this riſing ground, from 
© whence I can ſee a long way about me.” 
This information was of great ſervice to me, as 
I ſhould otherwiſe have ventured down, and 
infallibly have fallen into their clutches. 
£5 ** drew on apace, the ſun was already ſet, 
and I ſuffered very much from continuing ſo 


K A A A 


A 


long in ſuch an uneaſy poſture. My ſtrength, 
as well as patience, was quite exhauſted, when 
there paſſed by a chaiſe eſcorted by two horſe- 
men; in it ſat a lady and a girl. The moment 
I ſaw them I reſolved to quit the tree and take 


96 The Fortunate Country Maid. 


that opportunity of eſcaping the danger which 
hung over me. But in putting my deſign into 
execution, had the ill fortune to hook the upper 
part of my gown in the tree, and looſing my 
footing at the ſame time, I was left dangling in 
the air. The fear of falling made me ery out, 
which brought the two horſemen attending the 
chaiſe, and who were then juſt by, to my 
aſſiſtance; they preſently diſengaged and took 
me down. Good God!” ſaid one of them, 
<< pretty. maid, why do you expoſe yourſelf to 
&« ſuch danger? you mult certainly be very 
6 fond of birds, to run this hazard in taking 
5c their neſts.” I had not time to make any 
reply; the Chevalier d Elbieux, who had heard 
my voice, was poſting towards us. I ran with 
all my force to the chaiſe, which my outcries 
had ſtopped, and calling out from ſome diſtance 
to the lady, Save me, Madam, for God's 
&< fake,” I cried, * a villain offers me violence** 
The lady looked at me very earneſtly whilſt I 
was ſpeaking ; for my cloaths, though I was 
dreſſed like a country girl, together with my be» 
haviour, had ſomething ſo very particular as to 
intereſt her in my behalf. With all my heart; 
<<. poor child, ſaid ſhe, help her in; it were a 
< pity any miſchief ſhould befall her.” She 
had the good-nature to make room for me ; the 
little girl was placed in my lap, I began to take 
Courage, and the chaiſe drove on. 

Wben | was ſeated, ſhe enquired who I was, 
and the occaſion of my "Ae I related all the 
- particulars with great ſincerity, excepting m 
ation to the Marqueſs After ſhe had heard 

, me 
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me with great attention, ** This is wickedneſs 
«© with a vengeance,” cried {ſhe at the end of 
my ſtory, ** and plainly ſhews how dangerous 
6: js the company of men deſtitute of honour, 
«© where they take a fancy. Mothers ought 
never to leave their daughters tothemfelves, nor 
„ ſhould young girls, who value their character, 
& ever take the leaſt ſtep without their mother's 
„% advice. However, child, you have nothing 
% to fear from the Chevalier. I don't believe 
& he dare moleſt you while I am by; neither 
* would my ſervants ſuffer any ſuch thing, if 
*© he ſhould attempt it. The Counteſs I am 
well acquainted with, and, when I write to 
her on this ſubje&, will reprimand her ſon 
very ſeverely.” She had ſcarce done ſpeaking, 
when I perceived the Chevalier riding by the 
chaiſe-ſide, and looking in very earneſtly, Ah! 
© Madam, (ſaid I in a low voice) there he is, 
there he is !' «© Don't be frightened,” ihe re- 
plied, “ I'll warrant his ſtay will be but ſhort.” 
« Chevalier q Elbieux,”” ſays ſhe, raifing her 
voice, © pray come hither ! I am a particular ac- 
«© quaintance of the Counteſs your mother; and 
as ſuch, am willing to give you a little good 
advice.“ He no ſooi;er heard theſe words, but, 


giving the reins and ſpurs to his horſe, he rode away. 


„Well, Jenny, did not I tell you how it 
© would be?” continued ſhe; * we have a 
fair riddance of him. As to the reſt make 
** yourſelf eaſy; you {hall remain with me till 1 


„have wrote to the Coumteſs your God- mother, 


* and her anſwer will determine what is to be 
*© done.?? | 


Volt. 14 * I blefled 
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I bleſſed God very heartily for this happy meet- 
ing. My protectreſs appeared to be about forty, 
was ſtill handfome; but the ſweetneſs of her 
temper can never be ſufficiently admired; I 
ſtrove, by all the little ſervices could think of 
on the road, to endear myſelf to her. My 
labour was not thrown away; by the time we 
reached Paris, I had gained not a little on her 
_ affections. | 

The houſe where we were ſet daun Was ex- 
tremely well furniſhed; it was her own, and her 
name, as I ſoon learnt, Qadame de G —; 
her huſband a Receiver in the Eæcheguer. Every 
thing was magmiicent, and the number of their 
ſervants ſpoke their wealth. I he lady had three 
waiting women, beſides a governcls for her 
daughter, who was about ten years old. 

Her huſband had not ſo many attendants; bis 
dreſs was very plain; a great conomiſt in his 
family affairs, but generous to profuſenets in re- 
gard of his private pleaſures. 

The lady introduced me to him as ſoon as we 
arrived, but he ſeemed to take little or no notice 
of what ſhe faid in my commendation, It's very 

well, ſays he; how have you enjoyed your health 
in the country? But without ſaying for her 
anſwer, he retired to his cloſet, giving me a look, 
as he paſſed by, which did not ſeem to be ſo un- 
concerned as his converiation, 

The Receiver was between fifty and three- 
ſcore; he was well made, with an engaging 
aſpect. I found afterwards he was very rich, 
and much given to women, but withal 6 
 Eautious, that few or none of his intrigues are 
come 
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came to light. Every one has his humour; this 
gentleman's ambition was to paſs for one who. 
had oyercome the common frailties of mankind- 

The lady had wrote to the Cornte/s as ſoon as 
we got home; I made it my buſineſs to ingratiate 
myſelf more and more to her, and ſhe ſeemed to 
love me with great affection. Her daughter was 
taught writing and muſic 3 the good lady was 
pleaſed to order I ſhould make uſe of that op- 
portunity for my improvement; as my voice 
was naturally very agreeable, it was ſoon taken 
notice of, As for writing, in a ſhort time I 
was able to hold a correſpandence, which gave 
me no ſmall fatisfattion; for I was no ſooner 
rid of my fears, but all my reſolutions to forget 
the Mar gueſs were by degrees intirely forgot. 

One morning whilft 1 was ſtudying 1 in a little 
room, which was allotted to my uſe, a fooetman 
of the lady's came to call me to her ; I made 
what haſte [ could, and upon entering the room, 
Sit down F2ny,* ſays the, © I have received 
* ſome letters which concern you, Jam willing 

vou ſhould know their contents.? . 

She ſpoxe with ſuch a ſerious air, as made the 
blood run cold in my veins; 1 likened to her 
with fear and trembling. 

© This,* continued the, © is from your God: 
mother : The Counteſs ſneaks very well of you, 
but ſhe informs me of ſome things I don't 
prove of your being acquainted withal: your 
heart is tender, and it may not be Proper to 
revive your former ſentiments,” . 
| This was more than ſufficient to es cite my 
curioſuy: however I F en my ere 
ut 
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but was determined to get hold of the letter, 
that I might unriddle this myſtery. 

© The other, continued ſhe, is from my 
© God-daughter, who thinks quite otherwiſe of 
her brother the Chevalier, with regard to you: 
© ſhe adviſes me to look narrowly to you, and 
© fays it is her affection for me which makes her 
give me this caution... M d Elbieux tells 
me you are a great diſſembler, very vain, and 
very malicious; that you was within a ſmall 
matter of being the occaſton of much miſ- 
chief; that by your affectation you had in- 
veigled the love of the Margueſi of L. V. 
that he had fought upon your account; in fine, 
that ſhe much apprehended your ſtay in my 
houfe would be attended with ſome fatal con- 
ſequence, which, too late, might make me 
repent I had ever received you. That the 
Margueſs of L. JV. father to him who was 
wounded, exclaims bitterly againſt you, as 
the promoter of that danger his ſon's life was 
in, whoſe recovery is very much doubted.” 
I ſtrove exceedingly with my ſelf, in order to 
ſtifle the vexation this letter gave me, and the 
grief I conceiyed at the deſperate condition of 
my wounded ver. Notwithſlanding my en- 
deavours, the tears guſhed out; it was in vain 
to hide them, the lady too plainly ſaw my 
trouble. 

V„ou ore in tears, Jenny, faid ſhe, looking 
ſteadfaſtly at me; that convinces me one part of 
* the letter is true; and as for the reſt, I give 
* no credit to it; the prejudice is too rank, and 
« ] plainly fee my God-daughter has taken an 

| WT antipathy 
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antipathy to you, I am at a loſs to account 
for it, as you appear to be ſweet-tempered 
and I don't find the leaſt reſemblance in the 
character ſhe has drawn, unleſs you are the 
greateſt diſſembler upon earth.” ce 
1 ſhed a torrent of tears at theſe words. e- 
cover yourſelf,“ ſaid ſne; I did not ſend for 
you to give you this unea'inels ; behave your= 
« ſelf well, and FI] take care of you,” 
] was going out of the room, when ſhe 
called me back. Now think on't,' ſays ſhe, 
* your father and mother would have you return 
© home: but you {hall be your own miſtreſs 1 
« go or ſtay.“ © Ah! Madam,” cried I, 
« much as I love them!“ Well, well, * 70 
this amiable lady, interrupting me; | ſee you 
© have ſome reaſons for not complying with 
© their orders: Make yourſelf eaſy, you fhall 
* ſtay where you are.“ 
I retired, quite overcome with ſo much 
goodneſs. In going from her apartment, the 
Receiver met me. What is the matter, my 
e pretty girl?” ſays he, ſtopping me; © has 
„ any one been taking you to taſk? I {ſhall be 
«© very angry with my wife; for, except her, 
e nobody here dare uſe you ill. But be com- 
% forted, I'll put things upon a better footing 
have been thinking ſome time of v. 

** your fortune. 1 am much obliged to you, 
« Sir;* anſwered 1; your lady's being pleaſed 
© to bear with me, demands a greater return 
© than 1 can poſſibly make. I have all the reaſon 
© in the world to be ſatisſied with her goodneſs.” 
„Not too much of that, I believe,” ſays he, 


„ RM you 


«„ „„ „ „„ 


* 
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© you would ſcarce cry for nothing: Some 

© other time I ſhall enquire farther into this 

© matter; we are not in a proper place to talk 

„ any longer; farewell.“ Saying this he 

ſqueezed my hand, and went to his lady. 

I was no longer fo dull of apprehenſion as not 
to know the meaning of words; and plainly 
erceived I was in favour with the gentleman : 

This made me very uneaſy, leſt his taſte in this 

particular ſhould claſh with my happy ſituation. 

J returned to my chamber, muſing on what 
had paſſed, and very much reſenting the be- 
haviour of Mademoi ſelle q Elbieux. I was taken 
up in contriving means for getting the letter, 
which had not been read to me; the mention 
made in it of the Margueſs, was alone too 
great a temptation to be reſiſted. It was locked 
wp in a drawer, and I often watched an op- 
portunity to lay hold of it. 

The Sunday following I compleated my de- 

fign, whilſt the lady was at church; for having 

over-ſtaid the time, ſhe forgot her keys in 
the hurry. Opening the drawer I found the 
letters, which I carried off to my own chamber, 

and read them very haſtily. 4 

The firſt was that from MHademoiſelle q Elßieux: 
As much concerned as I was in it, I ran it over 
very ſlightly; that of the Counteſs was of 
greater conſequence. | * 

I read it ſeveral times: ſhe fpoke of me in 
very favourable terms, excepting, where ſhe 
mentioned her ſuſpicion of an underſtanding be- 
tween the Marquæſt and me. She ſaid, her ſon 
had wounded him dangerouſly with a piſtol 

. bullet; 
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bullet; that ſeveral reports had been ſpread in 
the country concerning the affair; but that ſhe 
had unravelled the whole, by the means of an 
old fervant, whom ſhe had intruſted with the 
care of my education; that notwithitanding the 
Marqueſs was very referved, as to the grounds 
of the quarrel, yet his perplexity at not knoy- 
ing what was become of me, plainly diſcovered 
the violence of his paſſion ; that ſhe had thought 
herſelf under an indiſpenſible obligation of 
cautioning the Margueſs's father, her particular 
friend, to provide, in cafe his fon ſhou'd recover, 
againſt the conſequence of ſuch an amour; an 
affair of the greater concern, as ſhe thought 
me virtuous, and my lover a man of honour. 

The letter concluded with adviſing my being 
ſent back to my parents ; that my charms might 
in time occaſion much miſchief; and that, if 
ſhe thought of Keeping me with her, it would 
be abſolutely neceſſary to prevent my ever ſeeing 
the Marqueſs. | | | 

I bewailed the condition of that dear man, 
and yet did not diſapprove of the cautions given 
on this occaſion ; F even reſolved to turn them 
to my own advantage. What I had read con- 
vinced me of the little ſtreſs that was to be laid 
on ſo unequal an engagement. I folded up the 
letters and carried them back in a great hurry: 
One moment later, I had been catched in the 
fact, the Receiver coming in juſt as I was leaving 
his lady's apartment, 

« O! you are here, are you?” ſays he, 
Well, pretty Terry, is their any thing troubles 

5 „ « you 
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e you now?” The colour, my apprehenſion on 
occaſioned, the conſternation I was in, all to- 
gather ſet me off to an advantage. That air 
bf aſſurance moſt women are fond of, is far 
from being always a charm ; and I have fince 
heard the men acknowledge, that however fond 
they may be of the ſex, they are more taken 
ith a modeſt and feſerved carriage, than that 
forward free behaviour. 

AZonfieur de G was juſt then an in- 
Nance of this remark, by extolling me, at leaſt 
in appearance, beyond ſuch as ] have juſt now 
mentioned. But,“ ſays he, © you make me 
de no anſwer: Do you ſtand in any awe of me? 
If you do, it's wrong judged ; I am more 
© your friend than you imagine. For it is 
s owing to me that my wife, without knowing 
my inclinations, ſhows you ſo great a regard.“ 
Indeed, ſoon after I came thither, I had a ſattin 
gown given me: The lady's women were very 
tond of me, they taught me how to behave, 
and their inſtrudtions were not loſt, as girls are 
ready enough in learning ſuch leſſons. © I had 
my reaſons, continued Monſſeur de G——, 
< or 1 ſhould have ordered your cloaths myſelf, 
© which would have been after a much genteeler 
mode; but we muſt have a regard to the cir- 
«© cumltance of time, which you may make 
more ſuitzble whenſoever you pleaſe. When 
& fay you, Fenny? Shall I reckon you in the 
number of my friends? I could not wiſh 
| © for any thing better, Sir, I replied at laſt, 

without knowing the extent of that word. 


Ay, now you. ſpeak! continued he, 2 * 
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«© are love itſelf; upon this condition you ſhall 
«© be as happy as a queen. Adieu; I am ap- 
“ prehenſive my wife is coming in, and would 
© not for the world ſhe ſhould ſurprize us to- 
„ gether: As ſhe is extremely apt to be jealous, 
de this would be ſufficient to make her run mad. 
„ge upon your guard, and take care not to 
ce drop the leaſt hint of this to any one.” I 
ſtood like a ſtatue after hearing ſuch a diſcourſe : 
Madame de G > who juſt then came, 
found me in that condition: What was you 
« doing here?“ ſays ſhe, **© My huſband went 
„ from hence but now, what has he been fay- 
„ ing to you? Methinks you are thoughtful ; 
© there is ſomething more than ordinary in it. 
Come, tell me what has paſſed: My huſband 
is amorous; [I'll lay a wager he is in love 
„ with you, and has been telling you as much.“ 
With me, Madam!“ replied J. Don't 
«© tell me any lies, continued ſhe,. throwing 
herſelf into an eaſy chair; I am not angry 
« with you; but if you coneeal any thing, we. 
« ſhall be no longer friends.” I can eaſily 
* ſatisfy you, Madam, I replied; it's true 
e Monſieur de —— has ſaid ſome obliging 
©. things to me; but I imagined' it was only in 
© conſequence of the tavours for. which I am be- 
© holden to. you.“ Mighty well!“ cried the 
lady interrupting me: © That is to ſay, he will 
<« love you for my ſake. But let me hear what 
* he faid.”* 

Upon this, I repeated word for word his 
whole diſcourſe ; only I ſtopped ſhort where he 
propoſed being my friend; upon ſecond thoughts 

WE I had 


* 
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I had gueſſed how much it imported. The 


more 1 heſitated, the more her curioſity Was 
raiſed. *© Well, and what anſwer did you 
e make? faid ſhe very. ſeriouſly. I repeated 
my words. And what did he ſay to that?“ 
_ continued ſhe, *© Ah! ! Madam, what very 
© much ſurprized me, anſwered I, and con- 

© vinced me I did not rightly underſtand the ex- 

© preffion he had ufed.* I then related the reſt of. 
his difcourſe,. and ſhe muſed upon it a little, 
Tour tender years plead a pardon for your 
<< anſwer,” ſaidſhe; but do you know to what 
vou have obliged yourſel?; by virtue of what: 
«© you ſaid, my Huſband will ſecure: your per ſon; 
you are his, and in chat caſe,. honour, reputa- 
*© tion, and all is gone.” © God forbid,” cried 
I, interrupting her, and alarmed at what TI 
heard; © my heart would break, to think I had 
given the leaſt occaſion to any ſuch thing,” 
<< I believe it, replied the lady; and. you 
<< have done very well in giving. me this detail; 
* otherwiſe you might have been fatally en- 
«© paged, without ſuſpecting any ill, till it had 
deen too late to prevent it. Therefore look 
& to it, Jenny, and for the future do lie 
wh without conſulting me: The dangers you 
have already eſcaped, ought fo, make you 
& more circumnect than another.“ 

The lady's diſcourſe had: too great an ap» 
pearanee of truth, not to make a deep impreſſion. 
IJ was ſoon convinced the was. not miſtaken in 
what ſhe had faid; and, I had great reaſon to 
think myſelf bappy under the ecken of ſo 
ſkilful a guide. | | 

T wo 
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Two days after this, one of the lady? s women, 
"ab whom I had a particular eſteem, came to my 
chamber: © What! in bed till, lazy one?” 
faid ſhe ; © Come, rife and dreſs yourſelf ; Tam 
& going out, and you muſt go with me.“ 
With all mu heart,” anſwered 1, getting up; 

© if you had given me the leaſt notice over 

* night, I ſhould have been ready before this. 
<6 There i is no harm done, anſwered the, © it 
Wh not late; however, get ready as faſt as you 
vc can.? 

This ſervant could not be leſs than ſixty years, 
_ forty of which ſhe had paſſed in the family, 
where ſhe was very much reſpected; I made my 
court to her from the beginning, for 1 ſoon per- 
ceived ſhe was the Governanut? of the houſe, 
and that nothing was tranſacted but what had 
her approhation. I had the greater reaſon to be 
fond of her, having one day overheard her ſpeak 
much in my behalf to her lady, prevailing upon 
her to keep me, when the had thoughts of ſend- 
ing me away. I never let her know, that [ 
was ſenſible what obli: gations I had to her, but 
. ſtrove by every thing in my power to make a 
| fuitable return. 

We went in a hackney-coach to a ſilk- 
mercer's in St. Hansre's ſtreet. She conſulted: 
me upon ſome flowered damaſk; I gave my 
opinion of what I liked, and ſhe fixed upon the 
piece -I had fanſied. She: called for ſome gowns. 
ft for autumn and ſpring 3 ; ſtill I was conſulted, 

and ſpoke my mind with the. ſame frankneſs as 


before. 
a She 
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She bought three gowns, beſides a bed-gown.. 
From thence we drove to a ſempſtreſs, where 
ſhe bought a dozen fine laced ſhifts, and a dozen 
plain ones, with other linen fuitable, 

From thence we went to the Palais; here ſhe 
bought head-clothes, tippets, ribbons, and otifer 
like : attire. 

We went back to two or three other Ann 
ſhops, for flockings, gloves, &c. at laſt we 
alighted at St. Ruch's Bank, and were conducted 
to an apartment, not very large indeed, but 
nobly furnifhed. 

The old ſervant, I mentioned, brought table 
linen; a footman, who by the livery I knew be- 
longed to the Receiver, came in; he laid the cloth 
very neatly, and then retired. 

I ſtared; not being able to comprehend what- 
all this meant: far from ſuſpecting any thing, I 
was with a perſon of ſome conſideration, one 
that I looked upon as a ſecond miſtreſs ; my: 
want of miſtruſt on this occaſion. was not.at all. 
blameable. 

About half an hour aſterwards ſomebody 
knocked at the door. The footman brought up 
a young woman with hoop petticoats. My 
directreſs having choſe one of the e 
1 Come,” ſays the, © let us ſee how this will fit | 
« you.” I put off my gown, it was tried on, and 
T thought it no ſmall addition towards a graceful * 
ap e; a fecret complacency aroſe when I 
viewed myſelf in the glaſs, and ſaw. I was not 
at all deſpiſeable. 

My vanity was diſcovered by my directreſs. 
© You are not miſtaken, * Jenny, in think- 

ing 
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ing yourſelf handſome,” ſays ſhe, | you are 
very lovely; I muſt have the pleaſure of 
' © drefling your head according to my fancy. 
As I was not againſt it, ſhe fell to curling my 
hair, and then put me on one of the bought 
heads; only to try it, ſhe ſaid. I made great 
difficulty when we came to the red: © You are 
« a ſimpleton,” cried ſhe, don't you fee it's 
only for diverſion? We have nothing to do 
« now but only to adorn theſe little ears: and 
c“ for that too we have the good luck to be 
provided. Upon this ſhe pulled out her 
purſe, which ſeemed to be none of the lighteſt, 
from whence ſhe took a paper containing a pair 
of brilliant ear- rings. What do you think 
of them 2** © Exceeding fine,” anſwered I. 
Well, then, let us ſee if they become you 
as well as the reſt.” I viewed myſelf; the 
alteration was ſo great, that through ſurprize I 
was not able to ſpeak. And indeed, Jenny was 


no more; a well-made young lady, killingly 


handſome, had taken her place; the red gave 
new luſtre to my eyes, and, to ſpeak the truth, 
I thought myſelf tranſcendently charming. 

Let me be indulged in this fally of vanity ;. 


eſpecially as I am a woman: When Aonfieur. de. 


ia Valle, the fortunate peaſant, placed his per- 
ſonal merit in ſo ſtrong a light, I, who, am. 
ſpeaking, was not. diſguſted at it; I aſk but the 
ſame favour at the hands of the public. 

Whilft I was thus taken-up with the conteme. 


plation of. my. own dear ſelf, a mantua-maker- 


came in. Come, Miſs,!” ſaid my directreſs, 
put off your gown, that your meaſure. ma 


: 


| ; Tant of tims prevents her ſaying an) more. 
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Lenne taken: Your cloaths will be made tu adin;-- 


ration. Mrs. Pagode has the beſt hand in 


& France for ſetting off a handſome woman.” 


Thus far 1 had not the leaſt ſuſpicion : But the 
taking my meaſure, and theſe expreſſions, opened 


my eyes; at once I faw clearly into the whole 
affair O Heavens! faid Ito myſelf, I am be- 
trayed! I had not ſtrength to reaſon any far- 


ther. © 


By this time they had undreſt me, and the 
mantua- mater was buſy in taking the meafure, 


but with an air that had a mixture of ſorrow 
and compaffion. I faid nothing; quite at a loſs 
ho to evade the miſchief that threatened me: 
The Chevalizy Q Elbieux's behaviour was too 
freſh in my memory, not to make me dread 


every thing that had the leaft appearance of that 


kind. I recommended myſelf to God, whe 
certainly directed me on this occaſion. 


I pretended a deſtre of being left alone a few 


minutes on a certain account: The wicked 
directreſs, for fuch T began to think her, told 
me there was no one there with whom I might 


not 'make free. But I appeared fo naturally 


* aſhamed, as in truth I was, that ſhe cried out, 


Let her have her way; ſhe is a meer child, 
< and every trifle ſtartles her; in time ſhe'll 


6 know better.” | 


The moment they were gone out of the 
room, with my pencil, on a ſcrap of paper, I 
wrote the following note. 


Jenny is undone, Madam, unleſs you ſnatch her 
from the precipice, on whoſe brink ſbe flands; 


This 
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This T directed for Madame FA G 1 || 
"had. already contrived how to fend it; the 
mantua-matker's behaviour convinced methe was 
virtuoully inclined, ſhe having frequently ſighed 
when ſhe looked at me. Whilſt ſhe was em- 
ployed in folding up the things, I approaghed 
her, under ſome pretence, and flipped the note 
into her hand, telling her at the ſame time, if 
he had the leaſt regard for virtue, as J believed 

e had, ſhe muſt carry that note immediately, 

as directed, and God would reward her. | 

T.found 1 had no time to loſe; one moment 
more had been too late: The door opened, and 
- whe ſhould come in but Mon, Tur de G—: 4 
Although after what had paſſed, J might rea- 
 Tonably | expect him, yet I,was thunder truck at 
his appearance, and looked like death itſelf, 
„What a charming creature!“ cried he, not 
obferving my perplexity, “I was not miſlaken : 
is there any thing can furpals this!” He came 
up to me and viewed me on all ſides, (the others 
left the room at his coming in.) © Well, my 
*© charmer, you are not diſpleaſed with your 
& condition he ? Is not the maſter's ſervice 
as good as the miſtreſs's? But all this is no- 
© thing in compariſon-of What is to come. The 

_* firſt moment I ſaw you, I pronounced you 
LIP happy. Come, my pretty creature, why } 
<< won't you talk with me? You are melan- 
e choly; what is the matter? Do you fancy 
any thing you need only ſpeak. Some 

Pra Hape a ring ? accept of Mis 11˙8 

$6. your's,”” 


| Saying 


* * 
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Saying this, he took a fine diamond from his 
finger, and preſented it; but I thruſted it aſide, 
How great is the confuſion of a virtuous young 

woman in ſuch circumſtances! Loet me alone, 
© Sir, (faid I at laſt) keep your preſents to your- 
© ſelf; they are infectious. Little did I expect 
© ſuch favours, and much leſs an adventure of 
this fort. God knows my heart, I never in- 
© tended to give the leaſt encouragement.' 
% How!“ cried he very gravely, © I have miſ- 
& underſtood you certainly; or what is it you 
«© mean? When J offered to provide for you, 
<< did you not give your conſent ?'? © Not in 
© the leaſt, Sir, anſwered I very ſmartly; ©L. 
© am unacquainted with your manner of ex- 
6 prefling things, and we did not underſtand 
© one another. Why, what did you under- 
«« ſtand then?” ſaid he interrupting me. That 
© you made an offer of your friendſhip,” replied 
I, which was doing me a great honour.” ** But 
„ nevertheleſs,” continued he, © you: have. 
brought yourſelf into=—"" Ah, not at all, 
© Sir,” anſwered I in fears; you are too much 
© of agentleman to uſe violence How!“ 
faid he interrupting me very calmly ; ** you 
« don't know me ſurely ; I love you too well 
© to give you the leaſt uneaſineſs; and though 
I ſhould have a far better title, yet nothing 
& would be exacted that is incompatible with 
your tranquillity. Dry up your tears: then, 
% my lovely Jenny; reign ſole miſtreſs of your- 
| & ſelf and me: Nobody ſhall preſume to con- 
_ < troul you; independent of all about you, their 
F cnly itudy ſhall be to obey your orders. The 

| 9 99 «6 return: 
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© return you may hereafter think fit to make for 
<< all this, lies entirely in your own breaſt: In the 
% mean time, enjoy yourſelf in the endearing 
« reflection, that you are entirely at your own 


La 


« diſpoſal. This apartment is yours, and what- 
e ever elſe you can fancy ſhall be provided 
„without delay.” 1 
All. this was ſo far from allaying my appre- 
henſtons, that it only ſerved to increaſe them. 
* How unhappy am IP cried I, © that you 
© you ſhould entertain ſo ill an opinion of me! 
© Better far to be in my grave than accept of 
* ſuchpreſents, Good God! what obligations 
* muſt Ilie under !* “None at a!l”” replied he: 
«© don't pretend to influence your affections, 
«© diſpoſe of them as you ſhall judge proper. My 
% word and honour ſhall be engaged; a ſecurity 
you ought to think me incapable of violating. 
The liberty of ſeeing you from time to time, 
« and obliging you in every thing, is all I aſk; 
a ſufficient recompence for the greateſt ſer- 
vice I am able to perform. A farther ac- 
«© quaintance will convince you that I am in a 
different way of thinking trom thoſe, who, 
e full of the benefits they have conferred, fancy 
they have a right, on ſuch frivolous grounds, 
to tyrannize, and exact a ſervile compliance to 
*< every thing they think fit to demand. No, 
„ no, Jenny, once more | give you my wordy 
* I look for no return. Your niceneſs in this 
affair, far from giving the leaſt diſguſt, charms 
** me infinitely, and raiſes my eſteem to an 
equal pitch with my love; and whatſoever 
my paſlion may be, you ſhall never have any 
ds * reaſon 
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<< reaſon to complain. In order to convince 


you of the truth of this, I ſhall leave you at 


** preſent, and not return till you think proper 
to ſend for me.” Saying this, he made a 
low bow and retired. Where experience is 
wanting, the appearance of things muſt carry 
it: The ſentiments he had expreſſed, were 
not unworthy a man of honour, and made a deep 
impreſſion, inſomuch that I was under a kind of 


: concern for having ſuſpeRed the virtue of Men- 
fieur de G———, I was not in the wrong; 


his conduct in regard of me from that moment, 


demonſtrated he was very capable of putting in 


pee the generous maxims he had laid down: 
even wiſhed to have had it in my power to re- 
call the note. Theſe reflections were followed 


by the emotions of ſelf-love: as I was alone, 1 


conſulted the glaſs upon thoſe beauties I had 
heard ſo often extolled ; I examined my ſeveral 
features, and without perceiving of it, ap- 
plauded my own. charms : the ſtuffs were rich, 
J tried their effects upon me. Were I in ſuch 


clothes, ſaid I to myſelf, and ſeen by the Mar- 
 queſs, I might not for the future, perhaps, be 
ſo long without hearing from him. But where 


is the harm, continued 1, in accepting theſe 
fine things? I am not obliged to make any re- 
turn. Monſieur de has given me his 


| word 17 f 


L was going on in this train of thought, when 


the waiting-woman came in: ſhe was too ſly 


not to diſcover the bent of my ſoul in thoſe mo- 
ments. How now |! pretty Jenny, ſays ihe, 


£* you have let my maſter go away. He ſeemed 


& much 
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ce much diſturbed : ſure you would not ſay any 
6 thing difagreeable to him. © No, God for- 
© bid P anſwered I; © at firſt indeed, methdught, 
© he ſeemed to drive at ' ſomething out of the 
way.“ He!“ cried the Waiting: woman, 
taking me up with an inſinuating air; * Alack! 
& you know little of him: a very moderate 
„ compliance will purchafe preſents without 
end from him. Go, go, the deſerves you 
c ſhouid be a little more complaiſant; few 
women in Paris would feraple to“ Very 
fine ſ very fine indeed P cried out Madame 
de G———; who had been liſtening at the 
door, and that moment entered the room; a 
© pious exhortation truly this fame of yours to a 
young girl! Wicked wretch, I am glad 1 
© know thee. Heavens! who would have 
© thought it, that I fhould be ſo long impoſed 
* upon by her hypocriſy! Be gone, vile diſ- 
© ſembler ; be gone this inftant : ſee my face no 


© Jeave Paris before this time to-morrow, 


tinued the lady, throwing herſelf, quite 
fatigued as it were, into an eaſy chair, that 
ever 1 ſhould-employ ſuch a creature l' But 
the wretch'did not ſtay to hear all this out, the 
firſt apoſtrepbe being ſufficient to pack her off: 
For my part I'was as much at a loſs, as if I had 
been the criminal myſelf. N n 
The lady ſeemed to be in a profound medi- 
tation: Bat preſently recovering herſelf, and 
looking on me with all the goodneſs imaginable. 
Tour difcretion and prudence 1 fhall never for. 
» # + | | get, 


* more; for depend upon it, if you do not» 


« Pll confine you for life. Good God,“ con- 


i 
9 
[> 
f 
* 
; 
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7 get,* faid ſhe; the note you ſent, was 
© brought me by a perſon whoſe conduct had a 
© great appearance of virtue. Lay aſide your 
© tears in regard of my huſband ; your modeſt 
© behaviour will increaſe his eſteem, and he will 
be the firit man to encourage you for having 
done your duty. ] know him too well, to 
© doubt of what I fay. Wretched ſervant ! 
You are likewiſe a promoter of theſe diſor- 
orders. It's you have put my huſband on 
ſuch exploits: It is to ſuch baſe compliers with 
their maſters inclinations, that we juſtly at- 
tribute ſo many miſunderſtandings and di- 
vorces. Very genteel and pretty furniture, in 
* truth !* continued ſhe, looking on the table, 
and the other things provided for me: Poor 
* child!? added ſhe, beholding my head-dreſs and 
paint; ſeducing allurements, too often fatal 
to youth !* This detail ſhamed me very much; 
I ſnatched up a napkin, and immediately de- 
moliſhed my patches and paint. Embrace me, 
© my dear Jenny, ſaid the good lady, I am 
charmed with your virtuous indignation ; now 
you are fit to appear. Call ſome of my ſer- 
vants, and order up the maſter or miſtreſs of 
the houſe : I would fain know who it belongs 
to, and in whoſe name theſe lodgings have 
been taken. g 

The miſtreſs came herſelf: one of thoſe who 
always fawn upon their company, and pique 


8 8 
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themſelves on being the very pink of courtely ; |, 


our landlady was ſo to ſuch a degree, that it was 
impoſſible to diſcourſe with her in any other 


ſtrain, | 6p Lord, Madam, do me the honour to 
2 “ believe 
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ce believe — Every word was ſo ſmoothed with 
compliments, that I am apt to think, when ſhe 
abuſed any one, it was ** under favour, with 
ſubmiſſion, &c. Her eyes languiſhed ſo much 
whilſt ſha ſpoke, that they were often in a man- 
ner cloſed up ; at every word ſhe was ſure to 
moiſten her lips, and each phraſe was diſtin- 
guiſhed by a ſmall ſpitting, being introduced by 
an affected hem, and ended in a moſt agreeable 
ſqueak. 5 


* 


This whining gentlewoman informed us, 


that Mon ſieur de G hired the lodgings, and 
furniſhed them; that ſhe did not know my 
name, but the gentleman aſſured her I was a 
married woman, and came to Paris in order to 
fue for a ſeparate maintainance, my huſband 
ſquandering away his effects in continual de- 
baucheries; that he had received great recom- 


mendations in my behalf, being related to the 


beſt families in Bretaign. 

© The ſtory is well enough contrived,” replied 
the lady; © but I can aſſure you the gentleman 
has impoſed upon you; 'tis all a fiction, 
Adieu,“ continued ſhe; another time be 
more circumſpet whom you take into your 
© houſe. A very little reflection would have 
convinced you, that if this lady was ſo well 
recommended to Monſieur de G „ he being 
* a married man, the ſtranger might have had 
Nan apartment in his houſe; and you are the 
more inexcufable in this affair, as you own we 
© are no ſtrangers to you.” Saying this, ſhe 
locked up every thing ; we got into the coach, 
and returned home. "OY | : 


Monffeur 
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Aenſieur de G had been gone but a 
few minutes he was acquainted, with what had 
happened by a, note which, as we found after- 
wards, the waiting- woman had ſent : We were 
told he was gone into the country. 


4 4 . VF 


Did every wife behave in this manner, as 


allayed that ardent paſſion ſo, viſible in the be- 
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ginning of theſe Memoirs. Madame de G 
was ſo fond of me, as to make no diſtinction 
between her daughter and me; under the maſ- 
ters, who attended her, I had made ſome pro- 
ficiency, and Iſung with ſo much judgment as to 
gain the applauſe of all who viſited the lady. 
Mademaiſelle, her daughter, far from reſembling 
Mademoiſelle q Elbieux, loved me very ten- 
derly, and was never eaſy in my abſence. 
Monſieur de & 's love fit was become a pa- 
ternal affection, of which he ſoon gave me ve 
convineing proofs; but however commendable 
his intentions might be, I could look upon no- 
thing, which came from that quarter, with a 
very favourable eye. W 
Several of the company who reſorted to the 
houſe made their addreſſes to me; but the moſt 
importunate ſuitor was a certain Monſieur Gri- 
part, Farmer-General of the Taxes, im- 
menſely rich and frightfully deformed. People 
may pretend that a young woman ought to be 
directed in her choice by reaſon, and not by 
fancy; but for my part to deal ingenuouſly, 
could not think Monſieur Gripart any other 
than inſupportably diſagreeable. Nevertheleſs 
ſome regard was due to him as he was really in 
earneſt. Madame de G— aflured me of it, 
and added ſhe ſhould think herſelf very happy if 
the could make it a match. I did not dare to enter 
on the ſubject of my diflike to him; but was 
in hopes my mean birth, and the diſadvantages 
attending it, would prove a ſufficient obſtacle, 
without my appearing in the affair: But the miſ- 
fortune was, Monſicur Gripart, who came 
| | from 
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from nothing himſelf, looked upon great ex- 
tration no more than a lucky hit, and conſe- 
quently did not feed upon ſuch illuſtrious chi- 
meras: Conſidering the great ſhare he had in 
ſome of my adventures, it will not be amiſs to 
draw his picture. 

He was of a middle ſtature; one half of his 
body, as well as his face, very different from the 
other : It's true, he was not hunch-backed, but 
was equally graceful; for when he Rood as 
ſtraight as he could, one would imagine he 
was ſtooping to take ſomething up. The de- 
ſcription of his countenance will be no eaſy taſk ; 
I never ſaw any thing like it. His head was an 
oval inverted, the top of the forehead making 
the point; . his eyes inclined to each other in pro- 

ortion as the figure diminiſhed, and conſe- 
quently their lower parts were as much at a 
diſtance : his mouth was made arch-wiſe, but 
inſtead of being turned downwards, which is 
uſual enough, the upper lip and his noſtrils 
feemed to be but one piece; and when he 
laughed, it was impoſſible to diſtinguiſh the one 
from the other: But both his lips, contrary to 
what we generally ſee, turned inwards ; and his 
noſe, proud of its pre-eminence, was puffed up 
very fiercely on all occaſions. _ 

His eyes were as big as thoſe of an ox, with - 
out any advantage in point of fight; their lids 
were fo fond of each other, that they never 
arted without tears. 

The left eye-brow was at a conſiderable diſ- 
tance from the eye to which it belonged, and 


took i in at leaſt one balf of che ſorehead, being 
| tante 
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turned upon itſelf; whereas the other could 
ſcarce be diſtinguiſhed from the right eye. 

The height of his forehead muſt have been 
exceſſive, had not the border of the eye-brows, we 
juſt now mentioned, formed an agreeable point 
of view. The buſhy perriwig, which Monſicur 
Gripart uſually wore, looked like a ſuitable 
frame to ſo frightful a picture. = 

This gallant, juſt ſuch as J defcribe him, 
loved me to diſtraction: Not a day paſſed but 
he made me a viſit; which liberty, and that of 
diſcourſing with me at pleaſure, he had taken up 
of his own accord : Whilft I was ignorant of 
his deſigns, the droll figure and humorous con- 
verſation of the man was an amuſement. It 
was a Conſiderable time before he made any de- 
claration, and till then I could not believe 2 
man of his mold_ capable of love like other 
people : Nevertheleſs, perſonal deformity is no 
bar to virtue, wit, nor love; and inſtances are 
not wanting where the moſt contemptible aſpect 
has deſerved a character infinitely preferable to 
the merits of thoſe, whoſe perſonal-qualifications 
have been altogether charming. 

At laſt he declared himſelf, taking an oppor- 
tunity whilſt Madame de G=—— was writing. 
Hie came up to me, as | was at work, with ſome 
diſorder in his countenance; Lay by that uſeleſs - 
* taſk,* ſaid he, will you never be tired with. 
* embroidering ?* ** Why fo?” anſwered I! 
Ah, ah!“ continued he, ©] have ſomething 
* to fay to you, of that conſequence, as to de- 
* ſerve all the attention you are miſtreſs of. 
Vol., I. = „ 


122 The Fortunate Country Maid. 


A % % 0 M G Gb W N G aha W 60a 6a aa OR I” Ra 


Do you know that for theſe eight months, 
ſix days, and four hours, I have been in love 


with you?- You laugh, but this is not a trifle 


to be jeſted with. The deuce! a Gripart in 


love? Why there never was ſuch- a. thing 
known in the family before; the whole race of 
us, from father to ſon, always married with- 
out any ſuch thing as ve in the caſe: I am 
the firſt that ever forfeited ſo noble a preroga- 
tive. Till now I never looked at a woman 


but through the wrong end of the perſpective; 


the miracle was reſerved for you, That ever 


-I ſhould. be in love! To ſpeak the truth, I 


could not have believed it myſelf, had I not 


been convinced of it by my ſleeping ſa ſound 


ever ſince I came acquainted with you; before 
that, I had not time to eat or ſleep, being ſo 
taken up with getting money; at preſent 1 


eat, fleep, and now and then ſpend a penny; 
wonderful effects of my paſſion, enough to 
move a rock! What, are you inſenſible? 
Well, to convince you at once, Þ'l] tell you 


more: You cannot but know that intereſt is 
all in all; judge then how much you engrofs 
all my thoughts, by what I am going to relate. 
The other day, a perſon brought me a ſum 


of money; it was no ſooner counted out, 
but I locked it up in my ſtrong box; the man 
who paid the money, waited for an acquit- 


tance: No | thankyou ; my thoughts were fo 
buſy about you, I quite forgot that piece of 
form, as well as that | had received the money ; 
at latt my debtor, whom I was ſending away 
without any acknowledgment, told me, be 

* ſuppoſed 
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c. ſuppoſed I was too buſy to give him an ac- 
quittance. What acquittance ? replied I. 
© Why a receipt, continued he. A receipt! 
© cried I; for what? You are diſpoſed to be 
© merry, Sir, ſays he, I perceivc; it's for the 
© money Oh! right, ſaid I, whenever 
< you pay me the nine thouſand five hundred 
Livres, you ſhall have the diſcharge : at pre- 
« ſent J have buſineſs, and you mult leave me; 
* ſaying this, I put him by the ſhoulders out of 
© my cloſet. The poor fellow, aſtoniſhed to 
© ſee me in earneſt, and believing I intended to 
o 
. 
c 
C 
. 
c 
C 
o 
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chene him of his money, bellowed like a ſuck- 
ing calf. This odd behaviour awaked me out 
of my dream; and after laughing very heartily 
at my abſence of mind, I gave him a receipt 
in form; and, that he might remember as long 
as he lived, that Gripart was in love, I gene- 
rouſly beſtowed upon him a whole ſhilling. 
The man was fo ſurprized, that he never Raid 
to thank me ; I warrant you, he thought him- 
ſelf as happy as a prince. 
„ No doubt on't,” replied I, “ with ſo con- 
& fſiderable a ſum !** © Yes, indeed; co: ſiderable, 
added he; © with twelve pence much may be 
© done. Some of theſe days I'll give you the 
* hiſtory of my life; why, with ſuch-a ſum I 
made my fortune. But, let us return to my 
© love-affair 3 deuce take me, that's more to the 
purpoſe.” 
Monſieur Gripart embelliſhed his declaration 
with all the oratory: peculiar to a financzer, much 
of which I can't call to mind: What TI re- 


member is, that he compared me to a large ſum, 
(3 2 the 
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the of which was to be his p 
and he nas. An with ſaying, he — de 
price would be enhanced upon him, through the 
number of bidders; but that he was reſolved to 
carry his point at the ſale, and not be ſuch a 
„as to let the candle burn out before he bid 
his laſt price. | | 

In the mean time, I learnt that this extra- 
ordinary lover's deſigns were carrying on with 
great earneſtneſs: A waiting-woman of Madame 
de 6. named Chriſtina, my boſom-friend, 
over heard ſome diſcourſe, of which I was the 


ſubject. Menſieur de G argued very 
ſtrongly in favour of the match, and his lady 
was entirely bent upon it. | 

I was no ſooner appriſed that the affair was 
concluded upon, but I gave myſelf up to a 
frightful diſquiet. I called to mind the begin- 
ning of that paſſion, once fo dear to me; I ran 
over all that ever the Margueſs had ſaid and 
vowed to me, Heavens! cried I to myſelf, is 
it poſhble that he ſhould ſorget it all; and in fo 
long a time, never once to let me hear from 
him ? And yet how much did I confide in it ! 
Fatal credulity ! Falſe, deceitful man! A tor- 
rent of tears ſucceeded ; certainly none were 

ever ſhed with greater fincerity, 

One morning when I was overwhelmed with 
refleions of this nature, Chriflina came danc- 
ing and jumping into my room. What will 
© you give me for my good news?” T had wiped 
my eyes, hearing her come; but the marks of 
my trouble were too freſh to be undiſcovered at 
ft ſight. What ails you? faid the very 

6 compaſſionately, 
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compaſſionately, you have been crying; there 
is ſomething troubles you, which is kept a 
© ſecret from me. You are very croſs, but Ill 
come even with you, and will know the bot- 
tom of it very ſhortly: At preſent let me tell 
you, your mother is in the houſe, and is jult 
© now coming up ſtairs.“ | 
This piece of news, ſo very unexpected, 
ſurpriſed me much, and gave me great joy. To 
ſee a mother after ſo long an abſence, what an 
endearing comfort! I flipped on a gown, and 
ran to throw myſelf into her arms. I met her, 
folded my arms about her neck ; ſhe embraced 
me with great affection. What a happineſs! 
My fiſter accompanied her; by turns I gave 
them the moſt ardent marks of the tranſport I 
felt, and then conducted them to my chamber. 
Our diſcourſe at firſt, through eagerneſs, was 
too confuſed to be underſtood. By degrees L 
became acquainted with our family affairs; my 
father was in good health, on his way 
hither : Colin had married my ſiſter, out of mere 
ſpite; I was not a little pleated at this news for 
my ſiſter's fake ; the young fellow had very 
good diſpoſitions, and where-withal to make her 
very eaſy in her circumſtances. 
| The ſteward, who always ſhewed me much 
reſpect, hearing my parents were come, ſent a 
breakfaſt to my chamber; I exerted myſelf in. 
doing the honours of the houſe, finding an 
infinite ſatisfaction in it. My fifter flared at 
me with aſtoniſhment. * Look, Mamma, ſaid 
the, © ſhe is no longer our Jenm; this is a 
fine lady. How ſhe is dreft! What linen!” - 
| T7 CS F' Had: 
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T had on a bed-gown, nothing extraordinary; 
yet was much pleaſed with.my being taken no- 
tice of. Vanity is always at hand, and for thoſe 
who have left their home, there cannot be a 
greater pleaſure than to be ſeen again by their 
friends genteelly drefled ; but I intended to ſur- 
prize them far more in my beſt clothes. 

Do you know, Jenny, ſaid my mother 
after breakfaſt, * what has brought me hither ? 
© To ſee you married.“ That word made me 
turn pale, To whom? not to Colin, there J 
was ſafe: I could think of nobody but Monſieur 
OCripart. My mother ſaw the trouble I Was in. 
«'Is it joy or grief that moves you thus?” 
| faid ſhe, *©* You cannot ſure have ſo far for - 
«© got the education I gave you, as to ſet your 
© heart upon any one?” No, dear mother,” 
anſwered I in great confuſion ; only I did not 
© expect any ſuch tidings.” 

„Well then, I am the bearer of them,” 
continued ſhe, looking pleaſantly again; I 
«© muſt tell you, that you are extremely happy, 
after all that has paſſed, to have fallen into 
* this lady's hands] She has left nothing unſaid 
to your God-mother, in your praife ; but 
© her laſt letter has crowned the work. The 
%% Enunteſs ſent immediately for me, and ordered 
„ me hither in all haſte, telling me, that 
% Madame de G had provided a huſband 
for you, who would heap wealth and honour 
«© upon the family: This is all J know of the 
matter. 85 

Juſt as my mother had done ſpeaking, a ſoot- 
man came to let her know that Madame _— 

mu 
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muſt ſpeak with her: She went immediately, 
leaving my ſiſter with me. 


Her ſentiments in regard to me were entirely 


altered; her joy at ſeeing me again, and the 
ſincere careſſes ſhe beſtowed upon me, baniſhed 
all reſentment of her former behaviour: Where 
there is a fund of Sood-nature, injufies are 
ealily forgot. 
I vas not yet ſufficiently acquainted with her 
to make her my confident : Nevertheleſs, as I 
had a ſtrong inclination to know what had paſſed 
in my abſence, I ventured to aſk how the fandly 
did at — Caſtle? The Counteſe, anſwered ſhe, 
is muchthe ſame ; ſhe comes very ſhortly to 
Paris with her daughter, who has been court- 
ed for ſome time by Aion ſieur de F. 
As to the Chevalier, nobody knows what is 
© become of him; he is rarely ſeen ever ſince 
that affair: It has made much noiſe, and is 
variouſly related. 


5 x - 


© Good God!“ continued ſhe, © how pleaſed. 


was I, to hear you was ſo well-placed! Yow 
acted in the diſcreeteſt manner poſſible, not to 


P.2P.29 


8 1 ſcarce four words are ſpoke, in which 
our name is not mentioned.“ 

«© Dear ſiſter,” cried I, „tell me on what 
grounds JI am thus cenſured, and then I will 
« ſatisfy. you how far they are Juſt. » I 
cannot be ignorant, replied the, what one 
<. muſt expect in all ſuch httle places; every 
' © trifle is magnified into an affair of conſe- 

« quence: Neighbours are alway upon the 


© >” Uh * watch, 


return with Colin. Lord! how you would 
have been pointed at in the village! To this. 
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watch, as to what paſſes in the next houſe, fo 
that nothing eſcapes unobſerved ; and if the 
true motive is not diſcovered, a much worſe 
is invented: The report is, that the Margueſs, 
Aademoi ſelle de Parc, and you, had laid a 
deſign for your being carried off: They add, 
that Afonfieur le Chevalier being likewiſe in 
love with you, guided by jealouſy, diſcovered 
the plot. You are blamed for being the oc- 
calion of the due} your two admirers fought, 
by giving them both encouragement at the 
ſame time. All which was the more readily 
believed, becauſe Mademdi ſelle q Elbieux was 
heard to ſay, that your coquetry with the men 
was to her inſupportable. : iR 


However theſe ſurmiſes, through my mo- | 


ther's uſual diſcretion, began to loſe ground : 
The inquiſitive were put on the wrong ſcent, 
by her giving out you was gone to one of her 


aunts. This found credit: But Colin, com- 


ing home frightened out of his wits and 
ſoundly thraſhed, ſpoiled all again, by the 
account he gave of his meeting with you; he 
told every one how much he had endeavoured 
to bring you home, without being able to 
preuail; that your head was certainly turned, 
by liſtening to the nonſenſical diſcourſe of the 
fine gantlemen ; that nevertheleſs he had com- 
paſled his deſign, if the Afargueſs's curſed 


Valet de Ghambre had not interpoſed ; that the 


fellow muſt certainly deal with the devil, be- 
cauſe, notwithſtanding Celin's gun, and his 
companion Chriſtopher's cudgel, they were 
both handled very roughly. 4 bs 8 
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He was fo enraged, in fine, that he talked 


| © more againſt you than any one, and ſaid, he 
did not doubt but the. Marqueſs had your in 
ſome houſe in the neighbourhood. © 
© The ſame day that Calin came with this 
_ © ſtory, the Chevalier arrived; when he was 
informed of what had paſſed, he called for 
© Colin, and was ſhut up with him a conſiderable 
time. We ſaw him go away foaming like a 
* madman; ſwearing he would take up Colin's 
« quarre], and teach Dubois to abuſe his tznants. 
As for the /Hargueſs, he ſent conſtantly 
© twice a week during your abſence,. to know 
if you had been: found. As ſoon as he was 
able to go abroad, the Chevaizer diſappeared ; 
© which gave room to a-great deal of talk.. For 
* 
4 


* ſome time it has not. been known what is be- 
come of. him. : 

© Notwithſtanding thoſe reporte, you are ſtill 
© beloved by every one, except Mademoiſelle 
* 4 Elbieur, who lets ſlip no opportunity of 
falling upon you. As ſoon as ſhe heard where 
you were, ſhe told ſeveral they muſt expect 
to hear very ſhortly of ſome new adventure; 
* that you are a fly baggage, and are not at 
Paris for nothing, as the has. good reaſon ta 
fuſpect. 5 

Good God J cried d, ** what have I done 
t to deſerve her hatred in this manner ?”” Wi'e 
* know. well enough,” continued: my ſiſter; 
5: ſhe. is ſecretly in love with the Marques, and 
he is as indifferent on his ſide, having no great 
opinion of her beauty, She has diſcovered 
that it's owing to you To me! ſhe 
| G S. u, 


* 


130 be Fortunate Country Aud. 


is much inthe wrongs““ replird I, overjoyed 
to put my ſiſter on the ſubject: never could 
& perceive there- was any s:to think the 
« Marqueſs: fo fond of me as people imagine. 
e From the time [I left the Caſtle, I have not ſo 
. much as heard him mentioned.“ Had he 
been ſo indifferent, replied my ſiſter very ſlily, 
*© he would ſcarce have ſent ſo often to enquire 
© after you. But he loſt his labour; for the 
. © Counteſs expreſsly charged us not to give him 
any account of you. Whether he was ac- 
© quainted with this order of hers, I cannot 
fſay; but we have never heard any more of him. 
*< finee: It was faid indeed at the Caſtle, that he 
< retired into another country, I don't know the 
© name of it; that his father had endeavoured. 
by all poſlible means to bring him to Court 
again, but without ſucceſs; and that his 
*< | phyſicians, by his own directions, had adviſed 
the country air, that he might avoid any 
* farther-importunities on that ſubject.” 
This account revived all my tender ſentiments- 
for the Marqueſs :-A deep ſigh forced its way. 
© Ah! Fenny, I plainly ſee you are in love with 
* the Marqueſs, ſaid my ſiſter; ] cannot: 
blame you; his merit deſerves no leſs; but. 
* have a care how you indulge your paſſion; the 
fſettlement now. propoſed will be in danger of 
© miſearrying. Look to it; youu cannot but ſee 
the inequality between the Margueſs and your-- 
© ſelf; on the other hand you are on the point 
of being married very advantageouſly, unleſs 
* your indiſcretion in favour of the Adarqueſs- 
* overturns the whole affair. BG thank you, 


replied 


"£ 
* Gs 
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replied I, for this good advice, diddated by a 
* friendly. hearts 1 dhall endeavour to put it ih 
0 « 5 an and make a ſacrifice of myſelf.” 
"This as followed by a torrent of tears, which 
moved my ſiſter, very much. Here,“ ſays: 
ſhe, I cannot bear to ſee you in trouble; I 
deferred telling you I had à letter, which, 
notwithſtanding the ſtrict injunctions to the 
contrary 1 ' ſhall venture to give you. Make 
*- yourſelf eaſy then; Mademmiſelle de Parc put 
« it; into my hands the night before we came 
from home: She is ſtill fond of you, and, if 
© I am not much miſtaken, has ſent very ac- 
© ceptable tidings. Dubois often ſees her, as I. 
© have diſcovered, though it is very privately. | 
© You'll pardon my refervedneſs, Jenny, when: 
© you reflect on theſe reaſons,. and the hazard F 
am expoſed to in the affair 
J opened the letter with great precipitation: 
the addreſs was in a woman's: hand; but agree 
_ able ſurpriſe ! within I diſcorered the Mar- 
gueſs's writing. 1. bluſhed and ne while I 
read ner nj; 168 


JJ HE RE are you, m e ee Ty te FU. 

this mark of my tender lobe and fide ity eder 

come to your hands © Heavens 1 what anguiſh and 
torture do. I not fu from the cruel uncertainty of” 
your fituation / eath itſelf canmmm be compared” 
.withit. I hat has befallen you? THhgre-are jau? 
1 would. habe gone to the fartheft corner f the 
earth, on the leaſt profpett-of finding you ; but ſome- 
- thing tells me I am wot far from you. Still I live in 

| A TIE hour + It muſt at be dong in 

| G. 6 coming, 


RY 
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coming. un patience is at an-endi. I conjure you . 
by all that ii dear, i this comes ſafe, 2 


from you. Mibing elſe can poſſi fave a life long 
dura to * 
12 The Mancves of — Ve 


3 


1 had: ſearee time to read 88 when 
my ſiſter, who ſtood upon the watch, came 
running to tell me, ſhe heard ſomebody on the 
| ſſtairs- ; Þput up the letter very haſtily, and being 
| | ſent for by the-lady, I went with a heavy heart, 
£8 foreboding-the ill-news I expected to hear: 

II am overjoyed, Jenny,  faid- the lady as 
l 2 that I have it in my power 
tos make you amends for what, through a 
principle of virtue, you heretofore declined. - 
The proof you; then gave me of your, diſcretion is 
not forgot; and from that time Monſieur 4e 
aud l were determined on- making your 
. < fostune- A match. is agreed on for you, the 
_ © articles are drawn, and 1 ſent for your parents 
to rejoice with you- on this occaſion. Mon- 
© fiear- NAripari is the perſon deſigned for. yu: 
This riches are very conſiderable, and are like . :- i 
* to-increaſe: he ia much'iin;- love-with you, | 
and will make you happy, he has already 
+ ſettled. twenty. thouſandygrowns upon you. | 
Is not- this a convincing proof, that Heaven 1 
: © ſooner. or: later rewards thoſe. who walk i in the ö 
narrow paths of virtue. ? --— * 
:  . ©, You make me no. anſwer, Femny l That - 
1 luſh 6 of your - 
Tr 23 <: madefly,” 
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„ modeſty. .“ Very true,” replied my mo- 
ther; but that ought not to hinder her from 
<< throwing herſelf at your feet, Madam, and 
«<< thanking you with the moſt profound acknow- 
«<. ledgments for all your favours.” I did fo 
immediately, kiſſing her hand. Riſe, my 
« dear,” ſaid ſhe, taking me in her arms; ©I 
© look upon you as my 'own, and will be at the 
© ex of the wedding, which ſhall be at our 
© country ſeat. My huſband is there already; his 
< preſent conſiſts of ſome things you have ſeen 
' © before. As for Mignome (meaning her 
daughter) to whom you are very dear, as ſhe 
has not much to give, inſiſts upon your ac- 
_ © cepting of her pearl necklace. My mother, 
charmed with ſuch marks of affection, was at a 
| loſs how to expreſs her gratitude, Juſt at that 
inſtant the lady was informed that company was 
coming in. e retired to my chamber, whither 
we were followed by ſeveral of the ſervants, 
to congratulate-with us upon the good news, I 
- having gained their affections by my affable 

behaviour. 45 eee | 

The day following my father came: fuch an 
_ alteration in his daughter was a great ſurprize to 

him; my- ſiſter told me he even cried for joy. 
The Tueſday following, to which there were 
but three days, was appointed for- the wedding. 
It was not poſſible for me to prevent it: what 
reaſon could I alledge againſt it? A marriage 
that gratiſied the- ambition and compleated 
the happineſs of our family: I heard nothing elſe 
talked of; it was only at night I had an op- 
3 7 Yd to vent my ſighs and bewail my con- 

N ; | 


Atlaſt the ** came; on 8 
Mun ſieur Gripart ſent me je wels to the value of 
twenty thouſand livres. The ſame day we had 
repaired to the Caſtle of . he place 
appointed for our nuptials. The news was 

ipread in the neighbourhood, and nan. apc 
*Concourle of people-from all parts. 

The morning following 1 was called up at four, 
to be led a melancholy victim to the altar. 
They did me the honour, tis true, to attribute 

uneaſineſs to the fear and apprehenſion uſual 
with young women at the approach of marriage. 
Alas! my thoughts were far otherwiſe employed. 
Two days before this, 1 had firuggled very 
hard between the ſuggeſtions of love and decen- 
3 Love prompted me to acquaint the Mar- 
es with the intended eſpouſals; I knew how 
40 direct to him, the thing was feaſible. If he 
loves me in the manner he 
thought J, and has thoſe honourable deſigns he 
| ſeems to hint, it would not be a difficult matter 
bor him to break off this fatal match; or, 
ſmhould his intentions be of a different kind, my 
new en nt would be attended with Jets 
regret. On the other hand, decency diſclaimed 
any ſuch. conduct, too forward to become a 
. young woman well educated: it was running 
after a huſband. What a diſgrace, methought, 
If I ſhould act thus, and he be backward on his 
part! I ſhould fink under ſuch a load of afflic- 
Lion. No ſooner did I reſolve one way, but 
immediately 1 found myſelf inclined to the other. 
Frightful is ſuch a Wavering ſituation; and. 


much 1 pity thoſe „ 


2 


5 
a 

5 
. 
I . 
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4* lie under EI perglexity, without * able to 
come to a determination. 


1 ˙—v— ime ho: whrch; 


maſs -being over, the uſual exhortation./ was 


made: the ceremony was already begun; An- 
Jeur Gripart had even ;pronounced the fatal 7 
will, When, the prieſt turning to me far my 
conſent, a voice was heard from the bottom of 
the church, erying out, Hold, hold. © 
The curate was at a ſtand: every one looked 
back. A young woman made her way through 
the crowd, and coming up to a deſired 


to ſpeak with the prieſt in private. He took her 


into the veſtry, together with Madame de G., 
and MH. Gripart. I remained in my place; 


: aſtoniſhed, and unable to divine the occaſion of 


ſuch an accident. 


In the mean time the people, furptiaed, at 


what had happened, crowded to the altar. 
eager and curious eyes were faxed. on 3 


Some ſaid the bride was very handſome, and 


worthy of her good fortune; others ſaid, it was 
a pity an ' thing ſhould thwart it; a count 


ryman 
| pg er moin d, fbe'll l a bujband far alt 


At laft A veſtry door apened : one of the 
church-wardens came to call me; I was no 


ſooner entered but the door was ſhut again. 


© Your wedding, Ferny, is put off for the 

© preſent,” faid Madame de 6, till ſuch 
© time as MH. Gripert removes a —2 made 
* by a woman, to whom, it ſeems, he for- 


© merly promiſed marriage. She lives in the 


-* ncighbourhood,, and hearing the Was on . = 
poi 


\ 
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t of eſpouſing has her clam: 
N perſon. 2 orgs — 9 | 
« deed, and might have been flighted, but it is 


d © better to wait till the ee erer cul 


© miſed the matter.” 

« Tam aided; Miſs, at whathas 
« ha aid M. Gripart : © Youth has 
its follies. I had forgot this promiſe ; 
bo but this delay will only make ſurer wank on t, 
2 I am certain the perſon in queſtion will 
| © hear reaſon.” * No doubt of it, 
. inter our: nuptials, 
he inſiſts upon marrying ber, or no 5. 
% That's a little hard, a M. Gripart; 
but this is not a place to argue in, you ſhall 
go with me in my coach to her.” He pre- 
ſented her his hand, and making a low bor, 
retired. | 
| We returned: to the Caſtle; my father and 
mother very much down in the mouth. But 

3 to hide my joy, which ſeemed, 

| I knew not why, romiſe a deliverance from 
i week A 
But this did not laſt long : MA. Gripart re- 
turned the next morning very gay, be had re- 


moved the obſtacle, notwithſtanding his avarice, 


which was forced to give way on this occaſion : 
Money carries all before ii. My apprehenſions 
returned, my father and mother were as much 
3 elated. TI day was once more fixed for the 
w and nothing remained. that. could 


| Mbly d any hinderance. 
| The © evening before we were to be certainly 


ned, we took the air on a * terrace; it: 
| | f OR: 


— 
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looked upon a: meadow, at the end of which 
about forty paces diſtant, was the great road: 
The company talked on ſeveral diverting ſub- 
jects. M. Gripart addreſſed me with his te- 
dious courtſhip. As I was leaning in a melan- 
choly poſture on the baluſter of the terrace, 
— myſelf with the different objects that 
preſented themſelves, ſeveral horſes, followed 
by a pack of hounds, paſſed leiſurely along the 
road. This ſight reminded me of what had 
happened in the Foreſt of Fontainebleau, the 
dear moment that brought me firſt acquainted 
with the Margueſs: My eyes dwelt with plea- 
ſure on the proſpect. I n nnen 
that was to befal me. 
A ſingle perſon, dreſſed in 
with gold, came very gently r- the mom | 
in a bye path at the foot of the terrace ; the 
horſe, as the reins lay t upon his neck, taking the 
advantage of his rider's profound contemplation, 
frequently ſtopped to graze. The gentleman, 
by his folded arms, and head hanging down, 
ſeemed to meditate on ſome important affair. 
A ſituation ſo. exactly reſembling my own, 
made me conſider him very attentively: My 
heart began to beat; in viewing his features as 
he drew nearer, m t I knew him. Alas! 
it was the fs himſelf; his — was too 
deeply engraved to be miſtaken. As he paſſed 
by the baluſter where I ſtood, he 5 up and 


8 t off his hat: 3 
; was no longer m t aut being 
| fuddenly taken ill f „ lng 


e Ax I did not 
fine away, my eyes were never off the dear — 
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ject that cauſed my tender emotion. The Mar- 
- queſs had ſtopped, hearing me cry out, and look - 
ing very earneſtly, *< Good 'God!* he cried, 
© "tis ſhe,” Saying this, he clapt ſpurs * horſe, 
and was out of ſight in a moment. 
The company was too buſy About me to 
_obſerve' what paſſed. M. Gripart and my father 
led me to a room, and laid me upon a couch. 
As my ſurpriae was the effect of joy, it was 
not attended with any ill eonſequence: I pre- 
"ently recovered, and felt an unuſual tranquillity. 
Made de G — had enquired, when the 
Maurque s paſſed by, if any one knew that 
Nobleman; for ſuch he appeared to be by his 
numerous retinue: My father's eommon :ſenſe 
<eonviriced tim at once he ought to hold his 
Tongue on this occaſion”: But my mother, 
either through vanity, or an itch of (talking, 
was not ſo diſcreet. '© Yes, indeed, we know 


5 him. well « h;” 'the (cried; © 'tis the Mar- 


* quefs 'of Z. Y.*who brou oght dur bride the 
Fgratification te much talked of.” O ho!” 
8 the lady; if that be the caſe, our 
edding is like to meet with another rub : I 
4 thought our damſel did not change colour for 
nothing.“ Colour me no colours, cried 
father in a pet, the marriage ſhall- go on: 

*< FI be bound, Madam, for the performance. 
© Tf it miſcarties, the fault Ahall not be on her 
fille. The Marzusſi is no huſband for? her. 
Jam mightily pleaſed,“ replied Mudams de 
13 with what youtſay'; but I am at 
«2 loſs how to behave in eie he comes bee: 
* EA W r N —_ 
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te perceive what happened : Let every one be 
<«< upon their guard, and not'take any notice of 
„it when he is prefent. 1 . heard all this from 
the next room. 

It was not long before the lady was informed 
chat a gentleman deſired to ſpeak with her: 1 
eaſily gueſſed who, and from thence was much 
Ailturbed. My father and mother immediately 
obſerved my looks, which were preſentiy fixed 
on the ground. Manſieur Gripart coming in at 
the delivery of. the meſfage, eried out, Ffe is 
Ky © welcome, and muſt honour us with his com- 

« pany at fupper.* 

After a quarter of an'hour's j te-Ufſeourſe | 
with the Marqueſs, Madame de 6 — ſent for 
me. I entered the room in a ſort of agony, 
« Come hither, my dear child,“ ſaid ſhe: 
s employ the ſway you have over this Noble- 

< man, to aſſert your own right and the for- 
tune offered to vou: He oppoſes your mar- 
s riage, and proteſts hell leave 4 — un- 
done that may prevent it.“ The Marqueſs 
was on his knees before Mauume 28 but 
leaving her, he addreſſed himfelf to me in the 
ſame poſture: Ah] emp, have I deferved' 
fays he to be made the moſt forlorn of man- 
ARE 

How. powerful A Ihver in duch © ſubmilive 
E I afked him, with tears in 
What can you expect I ſhould 47 1,*tha that 
am not my on miſtreſs. In the name of 
.'** goodneſs, leave me.“ I faid; „be gone, 

don't overwhelm a virtuous 12. too 
4 > much, Thaken'by-your prefence, ”—"* Muſt 
1 


* 
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* go?” replied be, Ah! Miſs, is this the ro- 
* ception you afford a perſon who adores you, 
and that too after ſo long an abſence? One 
* who lives but for you, from the firſt moment 


* he faw your face? Does your good fortune 


© dazzle you, ungenerous as you are, and pre- 


* vail upon you thus to ſacrifice me? I have 
* wrote twenty letters to you ; and what an- 
© ſwers have I received? What an one was it you 
you ſent me but yeſterday? that I ſhould 
© trouble you no more; that you never loved 
me; and as a proof of it, would accept of 
© the firſt match that was propoſed ; that I 
* ſhould never know your abode, till you was 
* ſecure in the arms of a huſband Ah! 
„ hold Sir,” I cried, 1 don't deſerve any 
* ſuch reproach: I never wrote to you.“ 
© You never wrote to me? Cruel creature! 
. © ] am not to be believed then without a proof 
© of what I ſay ! Heavens! this is a new in- 
© ſult 3 can you think me capable of being an 
« impoſtor ? But I muſtprove my words; this 
© letter” continued he pulling one out, © will 
« juſtify me. Is this the eſſay you make, after 
© learning to write? Looking upon the paper, 


what ſhould I diſcover but Mademoi ſelle d EI. 


bieux's hand! Madame de & came to look 
upon it, and knowing her writing, aſſured him 
of the truth. * Ah ! Madam,” ſaid he, © you 
© reſtore me to life! Charming Jem, com- 
- © pleat what this lady has begun, by promiſing 
© me not to marry your new admirer.” ** As 


4% if that? cried I, interrupting him, © depended 


on me ! Is it not to you I owe all my. af- 
- 4 i ; | 095 ; (66 fa; 
a fictiont 
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« fliction? Am I to withſtand a father and a 
c mother? Muſt I fruſtrate the good intentions 
„of this lady? Heaven knows, how little 
ce either affection or intereſt influences me, in 
<« going to the altar.” Then you will go?” 
replied the Margueſs in a melancholy voice ; 
© Your are Willing to compleat your nuptials, 
© and end my life in the ſame inſtant ? God 
*- forbid!” cried I redoubling my tears; It's 
e too dear 3 Heaven's my witneſs. Alas! I 


ce love you but too well to enjoy any peace of 


«© mind; nevertheleſs, how can I decline this 
„match? What reaſons would | you have me 
give fordiſobeying my parents? © Your love 
© for me, my charmer,” anſwered the Margueſs. 
© Ah! were ſuch a declaration ſufficient,” re- 
plied Il, © with how much pleaſure could I 
« make it?” © Tis enough, tis enough, my 
charming Jem, cried the Margueſs. © Pardon. 
Madam, my tranſports 3 your countenance 
tells me my ſituation moves you to compaſ- 
* ſion: I have already acquainted you with the 
* purity of my intentions: Do you believe me? 
Will you perform your promiſe ? Speak; 
vou ſee this lovely creature does not diſown 
© her paſſion. Anſwer me, cried he, throwing 
| © himſelf again at her feet; Heavens! ſhe 
« heſitates : what am I to expect? Will no- 
thing leſs than the laſt drop of my blood pre- 
© vail upon you?? | 
© How much you perplex me, my Lord!“ 
anſwered Madame ds G after ſome pauſe. 
By what means can an affair, ſo far advanced, 
de broken off? It is true, MA. Gripart is your 
; 5 inferior 
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& inferior, in point of birth, nevertheleſs he is a 
_ ©* perſon of ſome diſtinction in the world. He 
„is our friend: What colour then can we give 
to our refuſal ? On the other ſide, Jenny is 
& truly.dear to me. A, thouſand things occur 
dat once. Your honour nothing can ſurpaſs, 
I believe: your word, inviolable, without 
* doubt: Nevertheleſs, you muſt own, my. 
Lord Margueſs, that your father can never be 
brought to. approve of ſo unequal a match: 
& he has already explained himſelf on that ſub- 
«©. ject, and would never forgive me, did he 
s ſuſpect me capable of giving the leaſt en- ö 
couragsment in an affair of this nature. The 0 
©. moſt I. can poſſibly do, is to fulfil the promiſe ö 
r my cot n extorted in your behalf: I will ; 
124 Rud means of deferring the wedding eight 
* days longer, during this time do you en- 
4 deavour to break it off, without drawing any 
«ſuſpicion on Jenny "Say ying this ſhe left the 
room; I was about to follow, but the Marqueſs 
topped. me. 
© Stay one moment,” "ſaid he with a ſorrow- 
ful diſtiadted. air, unleſs you will ſee me dead at 
© your feet. Can- you abandon me thus to de- 
© ſpair?”* ©© Good God PP” replied I, terrified at 
| ſeeing; him. in this condition, What can I do? 
«© What, anſwer would you have me make to 
ce the reaſons you juſt now heard alledged : und 
That you flight them all for my fake' ſaid he; 
= e . againſt this deteſted match. * K How ! 
continued 1, would you bring my character in 
* queſtion. with perſons to whom I am fo 


= mach. oblged 7”? * Far. from it,“ cried he, 
your 


= / 
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your reputation is:dearer to me than life itſelf ; 
I would not, for the world, be the occaſion of 
= 


your ruin. I am ready to marry you myſelf; 


receive my plighted troth, my ſolemn vows 
I call Heaven to witneſs I will marry none but 


you. This has all along been my deſign, and 
] only waited a favourable opportunity to con- 
vince you of it. I have a father, it's true; 


© but if you will conſeat to make me ſo happy, 
< we may eaſily be married without his knowing 
< of it: He is advanced in years, and cannot 
live long; though God forbid I ſhould deſire 


R 6 


even unwilling to give him the leaſt uneaſineſa, 
< and for thatireaſo') propoſe being married pri- 
* vately. If you love me——' I G do love 


* you; cried I, © alas ! beyond what can be 


<< expreſſed. But, my Lord, I'll never conſent to 
„ ſuch. a marriage to gain the world. I love 


you, again I repeat it; do you aſk a proof? 


© Pl difobey my. parents, if it is neceſſary; 
yes, continued I redoubling my tears I'll 
© ſet every one againſt me, but that is all you 
© muſt expect. ©* What!” cried. the Marqueſs 
with. great emotion, © will you refuſe me ? do 
© you ſuſpe& my proteſtations ? can you think 
© me ſo perfidious a villain ? © No, no!” re- 
plied], interrupting him, I have an entire con- 


5 hdence in you, and am fully convinced what 
o 


ce 
ce 
cc 


tertain in my regard, and by conquering the 
weakneſſes my paſſion inſpires me with, will 


in ſome meaſure deſerve them. My honour 
'C% 


is all I poſſeſs; in the name of goodneſs, 
| | © da 


his death I'would ſooner. die myſelf. I amy © 


honourable ſentiments you are pleaſed to en- 
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do not ſeek its ruin, nor tarniſh it with ſuch 
** - propoſals.” I had no ſooner faid this, but I 
ran away as faſt as poſhble. Madame de G., 
who had overheard us, ſtopped me: © Come 
© intothis room,” fays ſhe, * I haveſomething of 
© the greateſt ence to impart to you. 
She locked the door upon us; and making me 
fit down, ſpoke in the following manner: 

_ © I ſhallnever forget the proofs you have, in 
my hearing, juſt now given of your diſcretion,” 
continued Madame de ; ** when we have 
more leiſure, I ſhall expreſs my ſatisfactoin; in 
the mean time, let me e ort you never to 

ſwerve from ſo faira path. Whilft my ear, at- 
tentive to your tender converſation, enjoyed the 
pleaſure, of a ſcene, wherein virtue triumphed 
over love: my fixed on the park, were 
ſtruck with the fight of ſeveral people in motion: 
aſtoniſhed to ſee ſtrangers paſſing backward and 
forward, I placed myſelf at the window, fo as 
not to be ſeen ; Judge of my ſurpriſe, when I 
obſerved among five or fix horſemen, a livery 
belonging to one, whoſe name will make you 
tremble: a park-keeper led the way, and 
opened them a door into the green-houſe. Aſter 
this he diſcourſed a while with a perſon in laced 
cloaths ; I tremble to think it muſt be the Ghe- 
walier d Elbieux ; that wretch has certainly got 
intelligence where you are, and, hurried on by 
his brutal appetites, has ſome wicked deſign 
w— Ah} Madam,” cried I trembling, © lam 
ruined unleſs you ftand my friend ! your con- 
jectures are but too well grounded: what you 
ſay, reminds me of ſomething that gave ar — 
| | mall 
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ſmall uneaſineſt. It was with d?Mculty I put it 
out of my head ; only laſt night,” Madam, con- 


tinued I, as well as fear would let me; 1 


heard a noiſe at my door; I waked your chamber- 
maid, but was obliged to ſpeak pretty loud firſt. 
Upon this a voice, which I am ſure I have heard 
before, ſaid, We muſt retire. I was terrified and 
crept cloſe to Jabel, but ſhe only laughed at my 


_ apprehenſion, . ſaying it was only ſome of the 
ſervants who had been at the ale-houſe whilſt the 
family was in bed, and hearing me ſpeak, were 


afraid of being diſcovered. But for all ſhe could 
ſay, 1 remained very much frightened, ſtill fan- 
cying I heard the fame noiſe.” . © I eaſily ima- 
gine,“ replied Madame de G—— who heard 
me with great attention, © that there might 
have been over-night a deſign of carrying you 
off; but the great company at ſupper, and who 
ſtaid very late, might oblige them to defer it: 
this is a troubleſome affair, and I am at a lofs 
how to diſappoint their enterpriſe; it is well the 
Margueſs is (till here; he is fully ſufficient to 
curb their infolence, and his intereſt in the affair 
will not ſuffer him to ſtand neuter. “ Good 
God,” Madam, cried I, take care; he muſt 
not know that the Chevalier is here, if it be he; 
be pleaſed to recoile& what has already paſſed bo- 


_ tween thoſe two rivals, and the dire reſentment - 


they bear to each other. — Heavens] what have 
I done to deſerve ſo much cruelty at your hands!“ 


This exclamation was attended with a flood of 
tears: But, continued I, alarmed at the 


danger Which ſurrounded me, ** would it not 
de beſt for me to make my eſcape whilſt it is 


Vork. I. H practicable? 
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practicable? Good God! whĩther would you 
go, my dear child !* cried Madame de G—— 
interrupting me; Beſides, you cannot imagine 8 
but we are obſerved: Nevertheleſs, I muſt 
© approve of your propoſal, as it is the only 
expedient for preventing the intended miſchief; 
as for this village, it is not only inconſider - 
able, but cannot afford one man who will 
face any of the people I have ſeen. It is true, 
now I think on't, there is a place of ſecurity, 
not far off, where you would be welcome; 
but beſides the Chevalier's ſpies, T apprehend 
the Margueſs himſelf will oppoſe the execu- 
tion of ſuch a deſign ; he is far from ſatisfied 
in the ſituation wherein you left bim; he 
muſt ſee and talk farther with you; lovers 
never think they have ſaid all; and as if theſe 
obſtacles were not enough, M. Gripart, my 
huſband, and your relations, are all waiting for 
us. «© That ſignifies nothing, Madam,” cried 
I; <tell me but the place, where you ſay I 
% ſhall be ſafe from theſe purſuits, I'll run any 
< hazard to reach it.“ The Abbeſs of a 
© monaſtery about two leagues from hence,” 
replied Matame de &, is my particular 
s friend, and owes her fortune to me.“ Dear 
<< Madam,” cried I Kiſſing her hands, © order 
% ſomebody to conduct me thither; every 
% moment is precious, I tremble; do you ac- 
& quaint M. de G——— what has happened, 
4 whilſt I join the company, and put the beſt 
c face I can on the matter. When you have 
4 contrived the means for my eſcape, upon the 
<+ leaſt item, I'll lip away, or feign an indif- 
8 9 95 poſition, 
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ct poſition, which will not be ſuſpected after 
« my fainting fit; they will imagine I am 
e in my chamber, and conſequently make no 
& inquiry; as for the reſt, I have been uſed - 
ce to riding, and if a horſe be provided at the 
end of the village, I ſhall eaſily join the 
« perſon you appoint for my guide.“ Ah! 
* Fenny, Fenny, cried Madame de G 
taking me in her arms, © how ingenious is a vir- 
© tuous mind; your ſcheme 1s perfectly well 
5 concerted, and will, I hope, ſucceed : De- 
pend upon it, you will always find a mother 
in me; your virtue at once charms and in- 
© tereſts me in your behalf.“ © Indeed, Ma- 
* dam,” replied I with tears in my eyes, I 
vill ſooner forfeit my life, than my reputa- 
% tion; but alas! I am going to loſe you,” 
added I, crying very heartily, No, no, Jenny, 
replied Madame de G „ ©I ſhall ever be a 
© tender parent to you, I'll come to ſee you, 
and when things are ſettled will bring you 
back; dry up your tears, and let us not loſe 
© one moment.” 5 e 
Madame de G embraced me, and we 
were on the point of leaving the room, when 
the door was thrown open on a ſudden; it was 
the Marqueſs; he faſtened the door after him, 
looking upon us with diſtraction in his eyes. © I 
< have heard all that has paſſed, Madam,“ cried 
he, addreſſing himſelf to the lady; © there is a 
defign to rob me of Jemy, but you muft take 
my life firſt.” Alas ! what have I done to deſerve 
* ſuch treatment! Heavens! cannot my wretched 
* condition move yourpity!” Saying this he threw 
| H 2 himſelf 
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[himſelf at the lady's feet, and took me by the 
hand, aſſuring us both that I ſhould not go away, 
let what would happen; and that if we did not 
immediately promiſe as much, he would lay 
himſelf dead at our feet. Wes Ed. 

The apprehenſion for my lover's life, the dan- 
ger he would be expoſed to, in meeting with 
the Chevalier, who might every moment ſur- 
priſe us and open a tragical ſcene, emboldened 
me to act in a manner far different from my 
inclinations and uſual behaviour. Riſe, my 
Lord,“ ſaid I, looking ſtedfaſtly on him, with 
a diſſembled anger, and if you really love me 
If I love you? Ungrateful creature !*” replied 
the forrowful AZargue/ſs ; is this the firſt time? 
„ How well convinced ought you to be? What 
6 have ſuffered ——** <+1I aſk it as a favour,” 
continued I in the ſame tone, that you would 
© hear me without interruption; and. ſince [ 
may depend on your affection for a punctual 
compliance with what I am going to propoſe, 
I ſhall look upon ſuch a deference as a con- 
vincing proof of what you have ſo often 
vowed; otherwiſe, you muſt expect no re- 
turn from me: call reaſon to your aſſiſtance; 
without it, love is but folly. * I ſhould be un- 
worthy of the regard you expreſs for me, and 
what you ſeem to propoſe, did I blindly follow 
the dictates of your paſſion; ſooner or later, 
you would be the firſt in making me repent 
my weakneſs : The intentions you have de- 
© clared in this lady's preſence, leave me no 
room to doubt of your eſteem, the greatneſs 
< of which honour I am fully ſenſible of; but 
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the more you debaſe yourſelf in my behalf, the 
more I ought to riſe above myſelf: She is no- 
longer Jenny the country laſs, who ſpeaks to- 
you, but a perſon inſpired by the honours this 
lady has conferred upon her, and elevated far 
above her birth; who reſerves herſelf for. 
you by ſuch methods, as you wpll one day 
approve of, and who, through a diſintereſted- 
neſs not very common, facrifices to you a 
- preſent eflabliſhment, for an uncertain one. 
to come; for who can aſſure me that you 
will not change your mind- hereafter in re- 
gard of one who has nothing but her virtue 
to balance the wretchedneſs of her birth. 
I am engaged to M. Gripart, and to-morrow. 
I muſt receive him for a huſband ; a monaſtery 
is the only means left me to ward off the 
blow you dread ſo much, and to prove ho- 
entirely J am yours. Would you therefore 
by an unſeaſonable oppoſition, compleat a. 
marriage, wh ch muſt ſeparate us for ever : 
The cloyſter Wil be an honourable pretext, 
and, by declaring a vocation of a long ſtanding 
to it, I may with credit break through the. 
engagements I am under. Can you be fo 
unreaſonable as to oppoſe a project, entirely 
formed to oblige you alone? This, my Lord, 
is what I had to ſay. I ſhall argue no longer ? 
but I ſolemnly declare (continued I in a very 
| * manner) if you will not agree to 
uch proper methods, and retire from hence 
this very moment, I am reſolved to marry 
* 4. Gripart, and 1 2 ſee your face more. 


3. Saying: 
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Saying this, I turned my head aſide left my 
tears ſhould betray me. The Margieſs roſe 
quite aſtoniſhed, ſeized my hand and bathed it 
with his tears. How dangerous is a man be- 
loved, when he appears in ſuch an attitude! 
A virtuous young woman ſhould never look on 
fuch a ſpectacle; and it was happy for me, that 
fo reſpected a perſon as Aadame de G was 
preſent ; otherwiſe, my heart would have ſoon 
recalled what my virtue had advanced. On 
ſuch occaſions, flight is our compleateſt. victory: 
I forced my way and ſhut myſelf into a' cloſet. 
The lady at laſt appeaſed the Marques; pro- 
miſing to ſend him an account of me; and be- 
haved ſo well to him, that after expreſſing him- 

ſelf in the moſt affectionate terms in my regard, 
he retired. My heart was attentive to all he 
faid, and ſhared his tranſports. Ah, love! if 
thou doſt afford ſome ſweets, thy pains are 
cruel! My lover was no fooner gone, but all 
my reſolution vaniſhed ; I rin over every fyl- 
lable he had uttered; and thE weakneſs I am 
going to acknowledge, is at leaft a balance to 
the lofty airs I j uff now aſſumed; IT have my 
| choice, whether to divulge it or not, for no 
| one can contradict me as to what paſſes in my 
own. breaſt ; hitherto I have concealed it; but 
in entering upon theſe Memoirs I profeſſed ſin- 
cerity, and am refolved to keep my word ; be- 
| l ſides it may he of ſome ſervice to young perſons 
A of my own ſex, for whoſe benefit I write theſe 
[ Memoirs, to be let into the methods IL was fo 
fortunate as to put in practice for curbing the 
viyacity of inclination; a rock on which. they 


are 
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are frequently caſt away, and which cannot be 
avoided, unleſs, not only ſure guides in the 
paths of virtue be conſulted, but all occaſions- 
are carefully ſnunned of calling to mind ſuch 
deluding ideas. Excuſe this digreſſion; thoſe: 
Who think it tedious, will do well to ſkip it; 


the book will be the ſooner read. ; | 
As ſoon as Madame de G was rid of the 
Marqueſs the went to her huſband :. the account” 
he gave ſtartled him; he was of the fame 
opinion, that it was highly neceſſary to remove 
me; a truſty ſervant, according to his direction, 
carried me that very evening, unperceived by: 
any one, to the monaſtery of St. , 
where I was-courteouſly receive. y 
The continual diſquiets I had undergone, 
harraſſed me too much to think of any ſupper. 
Being deſirous of going to reſt, I was conducted: 
to a neat little chamber, and preſently went to 
bed, abandoning myſelf wholly to grief. The 
greater part of the night I fuffered cruelly, the 
Marqueſs, preſent to my imagination, ſeemed. 
ſtill to lament himſelf at my feet; I comforted. 
him in a language, alas! far different from 
what I mentioned before, How happy would: 
he have thought himſelf, had he been by! I 
blamed myſelf for not giving him the tendereſt 
proofs of my affection. Thoſe who know what 
love is, will eafily enter into my condition, and 
muſt own ſuch a night to have been very fright- 
ful. The oppreſſion I laboured under, at laſt 
gave place to a broken, terrifying ſleep, ariſing 
from my preſent circumſtances ; I dreamt of 
nothing but rapes and duels; Methought the 
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HMargueſs, overpowered by the furious Chevalier, 
with his laſt breath proteſts his love. O Hea- 
vens | I am ſeized by the conqueror. This 
dream was ſo lively, that I ſtarted out of my 
fleep with a loud ſhriek. OEMS 
The ſun was already above the horizon, and 
ſhone into my cell; I caſt a melancholy look 
on the ſeveral objects which ſurrounded me; a 
large wooden crucifix, with a death's head at 
its foot made me ſhudder; a torrent of tears 
_ enſued. When the heart is oppreſſed, every 
thing affects it; a devout reflection terrified me; 
methought a crucified God, whoſe ſufferings I 
there ſaw repreſented, reproached me with my 
weakneſs. Alas! what could I addreſs to him 
hut my tears; and they were very plentiful. I 
threw myſelf at the foot of the crucifix, I called 
upon God, and found my affliction abate— 
Methought he ſpoke, teaching me that patience, 
of which he ſhewed himſelf -ſo perfect an ex- 
ample. Looking towards one end of my 
chamber, a picture of hell, wherein multitudes 
of: devils were repreſented tormenting the 
damned, ſtruck a terror into me; I turned away 
eyes from ſo hideous a light. Alas! me- 
thought I ſhall one day fall a prey to theſe ene- 
mies. of mankind, if I continue thus to follow 
the bent of my inclinations ! Our Curate's ex- 
hortations came freſh into my mind; I prayed 
to God to have mercy on me. Nature muſt 
yield when long aſſaulted; I grew faint, and 
threw: myſelf into the bed again, pulling the 
clothes. over me; I ſhivered, and as often as the 
idea of my lover offered to reaſſume hf mar 
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ſway, I drove it from me with great earneſineſs, , 


looking from time to time on the crucifix as a: 
ſalutary antidote againſt ſuch a deluding poiſon. 
Part of the morning was ſpent in this manner,, 
when my chamber door opened: Ave,” faid. 
an ancient Nun coming in, dear Mifs, how 
« have you reſted? What, not up yet? Aa- 
% dame de G—— is below in the Abbeſs's par- 
% Jour, who has ſent for you“. * Good God“ 
cried I tranſported at fuch agreeable. news, 

* How. long has ſhe been here? How does ſhe> 
do? What does ſhe ſay ?*'I aſked a thouſand 
queſtions -at once. Put on your clothes, 
replied the good Nun, without giving me any 
anſwer; you'll know all by and by, you are 
«waited for; hut be ſure you ſay your pray ers. 
« before you leave your chamber; the firſt duty 
« of the day is to offer our hearts to God; 
« ſomebody will come ſor you in a quarter of 
an hour.“ Saying this ſhe left me counting 

her beads very devoutly. I jumped out of bed 
very haftily, ſaying my prayers and dreſſing my- 

ſelf all at once, to fave time, expecting to hear of 
the Marqueſs: How ſmall a. matter dries.up a. 
fit of devotion, founded only on the ſally of a 
paſſion. Madame de Gs arrival-teplaced the 
Marqueſs: in my heart. But, my God, 
faid I with an air of confidence; I leve thee 


with all my ſoul; and may I not reſerve a 
<< little. love for a man, whoſe intentions tend 
** to nothing but what is lawful?“ 1 began to- 
think myſelf not ſo very much to blame; my 
heart was buſied in regulating theſe. things ſujt=- 
ably to its . inclinations, when another: Nun,, 

9 H. 5 Whoſe: 
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whoſe beautiful countenance was exceedingly 
amiable- came into my chamber, telling me in 
a very engaging manner, ſhe was come for me, 
© Good God !* ſaid ſhe, © you have been cry- 
ing: I am concerned for you; I am apt to 
© think you do not reliſh a monaſtery. Alas! 
© you are not the only one.* I looked earneſtly. 
at her, finding a comfort in what ſhe ſaid ; but. 
the caſt down her eyes, and ſeemed vexed with 
herſelf for ſpeaking her mind ſo freely. There 
are perſons, the Art ſight of whom gains our 
affections; this handſome Nun was one of that 
number; I embraced her with great tenderneſs, 
after which we went down ftairs. ? | 
When T came into the Abbeſs's parlour, I ran 
baftily, without reflection, to Madame de G—, 
who was at the grate: ** Good-morrow, my 
<< dear,“ ſaid that good lady; but you ought 
<<. firſt to ſalute your worthy ſuperior, ſhe is of 
< a ſweet diſpoſition ; I have ſpoke to her in your 
4 behalf, and ſhe is willing to take the charge 
<< of your education.” Struck with this ha- 
rangue, Which boded me no good, I turned to 
the Abbeſs and kiſſed her hands; ſhe embraced 
me, bidding me not to cry (for the tears ſtood 
in my eyes.) © She never was among religious 
people before,” ſaid ſhe, © I perceive; the is 
© frightened, but uſe will make it eaſy.” 
© Pardon me, Madam,” I cried, thinking ſhe 
meant that I had no religion, I love God with 
all my heart.” I don't doubt it,“ anſwered 
the Abbeſs with a cough of a quarter long; I. 
© believe you are very devout and very virtuous.” 
| © She is a very. good girl,“ added Madame de 
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6— © the air of a convent is not very 
<« agreeable. at firſt, but there are many things 
« which require patience and reflection; but 
© more of that another time.” Saying this the 
winked upon me, as much as to fay, flay till we 
are alone, I have a great deal of news. © 
The Abbefs having maſtered her cough, with: 
plenty of mallows and Jiquoriſh to looſen her 


hufky lungs, began to open again and make a. 
confident of her old friend, Madame de G——, 
concerning all the little animoſities on faot in 
the convent; ſhe gave her a long detail of the 
various humours and different intereſts among 
them. Would you believe,“ ſaid ſhe very 
vehemently, hot thinking of ber weak breaſt, 
© that the Director, our dear Father, who had 
© always been my friend, that he ſhould behave 
with great coldneſs to me; Surprizing! The 
very felt time I perceived it, I employed Mo- 
ther Gertrude, in whom I have an entire con- 
© fidence, to find out the reaſon. Could you 
imagine, my dear lady, what 1 then diſ- 
covered? That he was grown very intimate 
© with Mother St. Elizabeth, who whilſt in 
© the world, as well as here, you know never 


* 


loved me! now judge whence the blow 
© comes. Nevertheleſs, God is my witnefs, 1 
© made a ſacrifice of my reſentment, it being in 
© my power, as Abbeſs (unworthy) to make- 
© her ſenſible of it; inſtead of that,* continued 
ſhe, growing warmer and thumping the board, 
I have promoted her to the belt offices in the 
© community, even that of Treaſurer : Judge 
now, Treaſurer ! fo conſiderable, that in one 

| H.6 | point 
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© point. the 2 controul the Abbeſs herſelf. 
© She is a very 28. whom I have cheriſhed 
in my breaſt. hat word was very diſtinct, 
© paſſion 1 ee it, while charity was forgot; it's 
true every 8 Page qualified with a God 
orgrve me; i e is a very ſerpent was the 
ae of the ſong. To 8 2 the friend- 
ſhip of our Director, our Father, ſuch a Fa- 
5 oor? he that abſolves us, purifies us, and 
- conduQs us to Heaven! Do you 8 the 
great conſequence? Ah Madam, [I 
* never be comforted.” _ 
Ibis converſation, which, from my 8 
to be alone with Madame de G—, became 
- inſupportably tedious, | was fortunately inter- 
rupted by a Nun's coming in with her veil over 
her face; at her entrance ſhe bowed to the 
ground and then kiſſed the Abbeſs's hands, who 
very devoutly embraced her head, telling her to 
t up her veil, for there were no men preſent :. 
ac What would you have with me, dear Mother?” 
continued the Abbeſs. The Nun began to whiſ- 
per in her ear; but ſhe certainly thought we 
were deaf, for ſhe ſpoke ſo loud that 1 heard 
every word. Mighty well, replied the 
Abbeſs, I am coming: do you ftay for, 
<- me on the ſtairs. Would you believe,” 
faid ſhe, addrefling herſelf to Madame de G—,, 
<< what "they are doing? there is another cabal on 
foot; I am told three of the Ancients and the 
<5 good Father and Director are now. plotting, 
cs, 2 11 me im the Trinity parlour ; there is a 
private place from whence I can over-hear, 
1 — unleſs my continual coughing | does 2 05 
| aun z. 
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ee all; but Heaven will ſupport me. Adieu, 
« mum, you ſee the conſequence,” Saying this 
the Abbeſs retired, giving me a little pat as ſhe 
paſſed by, and muttering ſomething to herſelf. . 
Come near, Jemy, faid Madame de G=, ; 
as ſoon as we were alone; let us take this op- 
© portunity the Abbeſs has given 1 
© what I have to ſay to you muſt be a profoun 
© ſecret; we ſhould be ruined, were it known E 
© you are the cauſe of what has happened laſt | 
© night. Reſolution is requiſite, my dear ; the 
© news I bring will not be very agreeable, but 
© rather far from it.“ Here ſhe pauſed 2 while 
to recollect herſelf. This melancholy prologue 
went to my heart, and ſearce. left me firength 
to hear the new cataſtrophe, which ſhe related 


in the following words: „ 
Fou had ſcarce left my houſe, continued 
Madame de G——, when M. Gripart came 
© to me ina violent hurry. Whats this I hear, 
© Madam, ſaid he? I had like to have been 
© finely bubbled here; I. chanced to overhear 
© two. footmen talking together. in the park, 
* otherwiſe my market would have been made 
in a very notable match truly! Would any 
© one have believed. that the could look fo de- 
© mure, and yet marry a.huſband and retain her 
© gallant 7 Thad pleaſed, myſelf with the thoughts 
of making her fortune, but, thank my ſtars, 
9 I am very eaſy. as to that particular; the only 
* © thing which gives me any uneaſineſs' is, Ma- 
dam, that you, who know how much I am 
©. your friend, could ſee me thus impoſed. upon, 
*>being no ſtranger, in all probability, to this 


by ' . ; 
country. | 
_ 


— 


1 '5 $ The Fortunate h Wald. ; 


© country girl's behaviour. ” _ "Whoever chougbt 

© it ſo eaſy to gull me, were much miſtaken; 

© for J would have the world know, that the 
© Griparts were never taken in yet, and what” 5 
E more, never will; and whenever : am fool 
© enough to commit matrimony, Pt warrant | be⸗ 
1 fore hand the ſucceſs of my choice. p. 5 
A ſmall digreſſion muſt e excuſed; 5 it 
would not be 45 to let an of the hetoes i in 
this Hiſtory make their exit, without commu» 
nicating to the reader their various fortunes, 
As to this, he proved no prophet, for i in a few 
Fears he married the noted Miſs Emy 
the 1 ſuffices. Her cunning was ſuch das 
Gripart's courtſhip, that he never ſuſ- 
Be her. virtue, 'and fortune was ſo favour- 
able to her, that though ſhe was in keeping to 
the IST Wong day, he never diſcovered itz 
nay it might. ys have remained a ſecret to 
— if her ill _ u gn conduct after mar- 
ings bad not extorted from him, notwithſtand- 
gl all his prevention in her favour, an acknow- 


ent of his wretched deſtiny. In his Hirſt 
tranſports, he raved like a madman, beat her, 
and confined; her, as he ſaid, for life. © However 
bis anger abated, and in leſs than. a twelve- 
month, he brought his wife home again, but 
ite another woman; her confinement had af- 
Prded leiſure for proper reflections on her for- 
mer behaviour ; and ſhe is at this day a pattern 
to the beſt of wives. , 
Let us return to what Madame de G— 
was relating to me. In ſpite of all I could ſay 


4 ripart, continued ſhe, he went out 
6 pa : l . diſſatisfied, 
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1.7 EY n 7 . I 
diſſatisfied, got into his chaiſe and went away 


murmuring. My huſband in the mean time. 
had put every body we had under arms, to. 
protect us in caſe of an attack; but it proved, 
an unneceſſary precaution as to our houſe, 
chance diſpoſed of things otherwiſe, and it 
was ſaid, there was no foreſeeing the misfor-, 
tune that was to happen. | 


The Marqueſs of L. V. was no fooner. re- 


tired, which, notwithſtanding all I told him to. 
the contrary, he did with fo little precaution, 
pretending the-fervants, by the Chzvalier d El- 
bieux, knew his livery, than they acquainted. 
their maſter, who was highly enraged at it, 
imagining that under the appearance of mar- 
rying you to AA. Gripart, they intended to 
make his rival happy: With this prepoſſeſſion 
he haſtily quitted his poſt, and entered the court. 
of the Calle with his attendants ſword in hand. 
He furiouſly demanded the Marui, and 
ſtriking a terror into thoſe he 3 
them to ſhew him which way he went. The 
fright into which he put a ſhepherd was the 
reaſon of his being wrong directed as to the 
road your lover took, and that he. purſued. 


the road M. Gripart had taken. The Che 


valier, who went full gallop, was not long 
before he came up with a Valet de Chambreg 


belonging to the Financier, who was following 
5 > 


his chaiſe at ſome diſtance, 3 

The Chevalier began the tragedy, by feteh- 
ing him down with one of bis piſtols, after 
which, he purſued his way; Gripart at the 
report of the piſtol. looked out of his 
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© and ſeeing his Valet fall, thought. they were 
© attacked by thieves: He immediately got out 
© of his vehicle, and through fear fell on his 


_ © knees in the middle of the road, with his purſe 


in his hand, begging in a ſuppliant manner 
for mercy and his life The Chevalier d El. 
© bieux in his fury rode over him without the 
© leaſt regard to his intreaties, thinking to find. 
© the Margueſs in the chaiſe : As ſoon as he was 
© got within reach, he diſcharged his piſtol, the. 
; went through the vehicle, and ſhattered 
< the poſtillion's ſhoulder. D' E/bieux was ſur- 
© prized'to the laft degree, when looking into 
& the chaiſe, he did not meet with what he 
© ſought for, but found himſelf miſtaken, and 
© his rival eſcaped. The way being narrow, he 
© once more rode over the unfortunate Gripart, 
© now quite crippled : But he ran on his own 
ruin; the time of vengeance was come, Hea- 
© ven was going to puniſh him for all his wicked. 
© attempts, batt 
The #fargueſs of L. V. who was returning 
©yery gently home, like a chagrined lover, 
s-awaked from his melancholy, with the noiſe 
© of piſtols, and turned his horſe with precipi- 
6- tation towards the place from whence it came.” 
„% O Heavens! he cried © Jenny is on the road, 
« can this be any thing regarding her; ſome 


| 66. freſh enterprize * 14 We are always ſolicitous 


*.for what is dear to us, and are apt to recall to- 
© our minds the moſt tragical events. The 
„ Margueſs, ſtruck with this idea, entered the 
©: road we have juſt now mentioned full ſpeed ; 
che was too well acquainted with the * 

| Vs | 9 KA 
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« PEltzeux to miſtake him: An empty chaiſe, 
© the peaſants flying and. imploring ſuccour, 
the lamentable outcries of maimed Gripart, 
© two men laid on the ground; all this ſeemed 
© to intimate to him a ſecond rape. As to D' El- 
© bieuxhe had the ſame opinion of the Marqueſs, 
© he ſought him too earneſtly to avoid him: his 
© eagerneſs to be revenged made him forget his 
© piſtol was diſcharged, and he faced his rival with 
it unloaded in his hand: Thou ſhall not 
5 eſcape,'* cries he, as ſoon as he came up to him, 
« pulling the trigger in vain, Iwill make thee 
& know a ſecond time the Chevalier d'Elbieux.” 
« The Margueſs, without anſwering him, gave 
fire, and lodged the whole charge in his body; 
© theſhock of which was ſo great, that he diſ- 
mounted the Chevalier from his horſe: ReJ 
«© ceive the puniſhment due to thy crimes,” ſays 
« the Margueſs alighting and preſenting the 
© other piſtol at his head; thou art a dead man 
be this inſtant, if thou doſt not tell me where 
% Tenny is, and what you have done with her.” 
*© I have not ſeen. her,” replied the Chevalier 
d' Elbieux, in a low dejected voice. I con- 
<< feſs, I had formed a deſign of taking her away 
this night, but hearing by chance you was at the 
<< Caſtle, and ſuſpected you might alſo intend to 
46 ſecure her to yourſelf for ever, I quitted the 
place, where I lay concealed, in purſuit of you.” 
Art thou fincere?”” cried the furious Mar- 
« gueſs, fearing leſt he ſhould be impoſed upon. 
„Les, truly, replied the wounded man, you 
have vanquiſhed me; and may take your re- 
venge: Afford me but time to recollect 728 

1 29%, : ell, 
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<« ſelf; and to implore God's pardon for all my 
22 offences: My eyes are open, I ſee my errors, 

and Jam in the utm oſt anguiſn for having com- 
mitted them; pray forget Here through 
„the loſs of blood the Chevalier's ſpeech failed 
© him. The Marqueſs, whoſe ſentiments-are 
< generous, was moved to compaſſion ;- after 
© ordering his ſervants to help him and carry him 
© to the Caſtle, he left him and came to me, in 


© the mean while, toacquaint me with this tranſ- 


action. Do but judge, my dear Jenny, of 


18 the grief with which this fatal W . over- 


rtrhelmed me. 
Fly, Sir, fly, I oried as. ſoon as he hat 
© donef] peaking; this is an affair of the utmoſt 
© conſequence, and I greatly fear eſt it) plunge 
you into fuch an AS; as perhaps we ſhall 
© all together find great difficulty in extricat- 
ing ourſelves.” ' Alas t replied: the Mare 
* gueſs,” the plain truth will eder me; hut I 
« tremble to thin of my charming Pony. If 
« her Auile, where ſhe now is, ſhoulY'take air 
at court, you may depend upon it ſhe will 
© be confined the remainder of her days, by 


c virtue of a Lettre de Cachet.” I anſwered, | 


© Tam uneafy on that head ; meaſures have been 
© ſo well taken, there is but one men, and he I 
can depend upon, who knows of her retreat; 
© _ beſides, that ſhe paſſes in the convent where 
© ſheis; for a relation of mine, who has thoughts 
© of becoming a Nun; I have prevailed with 
© her father and mother to ſay, that their daughter 
had abſented herſelf, and they knew not 


15 - Wane was become of her: thus you 32 
a © them 
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© them make what ſearch they pleaſe; it is im- 
« poſlible to diſcover her.* © Nowl begin again 
ce to live,“ ſays the Marqueſs, kiſſing my hand. 
Go, get you gone, ſays I; time is precious, 
© perhaps they are even now in ſearch of you, 
Iwill not have you ſtay to make me any an- 
© (wer ; as ſoon as you are ſecure from all 
© accidents, let me hear from you, and I wilt 
© inform you of what regards us.. 
The Morgueſs was fearce gone, when word 
came they were bringing in the Chevalier d EI. 
bieux ; motion had brought him to himſelf; 
My hufband*s ſurgeon, who never leaves him, 
on account of an apoplexy of which he is in 
danger, has probed the wound; he thinks it 
dangerous, but ſays; however, he may get 
the better of it. e,, 
The Valet de Chambre, belonging to M. 
Gripart, was killed, and his maſter fo full of 
contuſions, he will not᷑ be able to ſtir thefe fix 
months; the poſtiſion hes dangeroufly ill: in 
ſhort, dear child, my houſe is become an 
hoſpital. As we are very much beloved upon 
our eſtate, we have deſired it might be a ſe- 
cret: it was not talked of this morning, but! 
much apprehend I ſhall hear diſmal news at my 
return. I ran hither in a hurry to prepare 
you, leſt, if it ſhould happen that this" tory 
comes out, you may be upon your guard, 
not to let it be ſuſpected you were the cauſe 
of theſe tragical events: You muſt effect a 
great deaF of unconcern, without that you 
are loſt yourſelf, - and will involve us all in 
the ſame fate. Such, Jenny, ſuch are the 
| effects 
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effects of your cruel charms ; I wiſh to God 
you had been leſs beautiful, you had then 
inſpired leſs love; had I hearkened to Made- 
moiſelle q Elbieux, we had avoided a great deal 
of chagrin.” “ | SR TR 
This laſt ſtroke of Madame de G——'s was 
2 thouſand daggers in my heart; I was in ſuch 


a conſternation as. to remain motionleſs, with- 


out being able to utter one word : my tears, as 
well as voice, ſtuck in their paſſage, and I 
ſhould have fainted away had not a Nun, who 
came in, ſupported me; it was her for whom I 
had conceived ſo great an affection; ſhe came 
from the Superior to make her excuſe for not re- 
turning. 'This amiable young woman, alarmed 
at the condition in which ſhe ſaw me, took me 
in her arms, with a thouſand tender careſſes. 
Madame de G, moved with theſe marks of 
amity, recommended me to her care. Do 
** not leave her, ſays ſhe, © ſhe is in trouble, 


there is nobody more capable than yourſelf to 


<< give her conſolation ; her father will have her 


_ © be a Nun, but ſhe has a reluQancy to it, and 


1 this is the reaſon why ſhe is ſo much dejected,”, 
Ah my God!” cried this charming young 
woman, Why will they render her ſo 
* unhappy? Ah Madam! have pity on the 
* poor child.” I can ſtay no longer,” replied 
Madame de G © bulineſs calls me away, 


and I am waited for; aſſure her, when ſhe 
comes to herſelf again, that I ſhall always 


** look on her as my daughter, and that ſhe 
e ſhall ſoon hear from me. Saying this ſhe 
went away, '2 9120 Wy 


* 
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- Notwithſtanding my fainting, I heard every 
word ; my patroneſs was no ſooner gone, but I 
found myſelf extremely out of order. 
Take courage, my child, ſays young St. 
Agnes to me (for that was the Nun's name) I 
ſincerely pity you: endeavour to bear up, and 
let us get to a convenient place : be not deject- 
ed, pluck up a good heart, I will ſet you an 
example; in me you ſhall find a true friend.“ 
With theſe words ſhe gave me her arm, and 
conducted me to my chamber, where ſhe im- 
mediately obliged me to go to bed. I lay a long 
time without uttering one ſingle word, or 
making any other anſwer, but ſqueezing her 
moſt tenderly by the hand; © Well,” ſays ſhe, 
my good girl, fitting down upon * bed, © how 
© do you find yourſelf ?? “ Alas !“ replied I, 
burſting at length into tears, © how do I find 
„ myſelf? the unhappieſt of creatures! there 
is a fatal deſtiny attends my actions, the moſt 
& cruel events ſucceed one after another: 
% Certainly,” ſays I, lifting my eyes to Heaven, 
<< never wretch was overwhelmed with ſo many 
\ © misfortunes, MODE Re 
If it be true, replied Saint Agnes, folding 
me in her arms, that the conſolation of thoſe 
that ſuffer depends upon their finding com- 
© panions more to be pitied than themſelves, 
you would ſoon be relieved. Behold, my dear 
© child, behold in me, the moſt unfortunate 
of perſons; were even your afflictions greater 
than they are, they could not be compared 
to mine: you at leaſt are at liberty, but lam * 
'* doubly engaged: Under this veil I carry a 
. 6 © wounded 


a 4 


(her ppſhon,,in a place that is ſo-Ciſagreeable | 
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; < wounded: heart pierced 1 4 a” 
* darts ; deplorable, victim of caprice, I drag on 
© a life of wretchedneſs, by ſo much more 
©»inſupportable, - as I am obliged by decency, 
| . honour, aud the intereſt of my relations, 
© to ſtifle all reſentments, What do 1. ſay? 


I. have nat pet had the comfort of a 


155 friend, to ubom L. might unboſom my ſecrets 
-© and, my troubles. You, are the only one to 

© whom I have ſaid ſo much, and for whom I 
5 „ have ſo tender a concern. Let us blend our 

misfortunes ; make me your confident, you 

© are mine. already ;.,we Wal reap equal benefit 
0 (roi our mutual afflictions. Shall it be 
< ſo, my dear Jemy? Abl“ replied I with 
great ardency, What comfort it is for me in 
7e my preſent condition, to find ſo much com- 


$99 


* 


* How. kindly * take your ſentiments ! ſaid 
Saint Aaues; your averſion to the cloiſter 
+ 1s4ſ0., conformable to mine, you deſerve, on 

“ that title 1 to be let into the ſecret of my 
if affaire.:: 1 J am going to lay open my heart to 
you; you ſhall judge how highly I value 
your friendſhip, ſince as ſoon as I know you, 
J deliver myſelf entirely up to you; we 
6 * have: ſtill almoſt an hour to. ourſelves without 
interruption I am perſuaded my ſtory will in 

is — manner mitigate your ſufferings. 

I ſhall touch but ſlightly on my birth, altho' 

©. there Was ſomething very particular in it. lam 
© of Pont a- Mei ſſon in Lorraine, daughter of 
one of the principle perſons of that town. 


My meer: Was extremely handſome, and 
married 
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c married to:a man of quality, who generally 
c refided at an eſtate not far from that place; 
( ſhe was five and twenty when I was born, 
and for ſome reaſons, which I ſhall mention 
hereatter, ſhe concealed her pregnancy, and 
was privately brought to bed; | was brought 
up under the notion of being a gardener's 
daughter who lived four or five leagues off. | 
© The firſt years of my childhood were ſpent 
in mean employments, ſuch as ſuited with the 
< profeſſion of * adopted father. The jealouſy 
of my two fiſters, as I took them to be, 
© rendered me continually the object of their 
© hatred, was the reaſon why, out of mere pity, 
© they charged me with the care of tending the 
© ſheep ;- the hardſhips with which I was con- 
© ftantly oppreſſed, made this occupation very 
© ſupportable, and I bleſſed my ſtars for the 
© alteration. | Sow | 

pe Lord of the village where I lived was 
named MA. Mellicourt, he was Counſellor in 
© the Parliament of {———, and he came 
© down' to his eſtate every year during the va- 
cation. He had a ſon who was in his ſtudies, 
(that never failed to accompany him thither, 
© This young gentleman was very handſome, 
< well:ſhaped, 'and graver than thoſe of his age: 
© inftead of employing himſelf in hunting 
or other paſtimes, he ſpent part of it in read- 
ing; his only recreation was walking in the 
© fields near the village in the cool of the even- 
ing. 'Fmet him almoſt every day with a book 
© in bis hand; as often be paſſed by me, and 
chat was not ſeldom, he took off his hat. ere 


— 
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© that time I was near fourteen; lively, and 
© liked young Malicourt extremely. Notwith- 
« Randing I always looked down on the ground 
© when we met, and ſhould have been mightily 
© vexed to have been deprived of the pleafure of 
© ſeeing him. | 
© One day, when I had drover- my ſheep 
near a Warren a little way from Treſe, 
(for that is the name of the village) I ſpied 
young Melicourt a ſleep on the graſs, under 
a beech tree: I was not ſorry for the occaſion ; 
my heart bad long wiſhed for an opportunity 
of gazing on him without bringing my mo- 
deſty in queſtion; though I was unacquainted 
with the effects of love, yet I plainly felt 
an inclination prevailing in my ſoul, and in 
ſpite of my low education, I had fo much 
command over myſelf as not to give a looſe 
to it. 
This favourable conjuncture engel 
me; I was all alone, he faſt aſleep; I ad- 
vanced towards him ſtep. by ſtep, ſtopping 
ſometimes for fear of waking him; in my 
hand T had a ſmall flick, with which I over 
the leaves to try if his ſleep was ſound : 
was needleſs, for-the youth gave me all bh 
reaſon in the world to think he enjoyed 2 
moſt profound repoſe. Thus encouraged, 
I drew very near him, my heart in my mouth 
for fear. Malicaurt is of a brown com- 
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. charming eyes, ſweet countenance, 

very fine. hair, curled, and negligently tied 
up with a ribbon; in the attitude in which 
be n his face was entirely ſeen, on 
*. which 
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which there ſat ſo much ſerenity and come- 
lineſs, that one could not behold it with- 
out delight; my tender heart was ſo ſen- 
fibly affected, that its captivity was com- 
pleated by this raſh ſcrutiny. There lay 
on the ground a book, and it came into 
my head to ſecure it; my father, who 
was ſchool-maſter at Treſe, had taught me 
to read: I was curious to know what I could 
make of this book :* After I had put it into 
my pocket, I purpoſed to retire, left I ſhould 


be ſuſpected of the theft; but I had not force 


to move, ſome ſecret power withheld me. 
Fatal curioſity to young perſons, which often 
entangles them againſt their will! If I re- 
tired a ſtep or two, it was only to return 
with greater eagerneſs. Melicourt was a 
loadſtone, from which I could not ſeparate; 


however, I was withdrawing myfelf, on 


his ſtirring, as if he had been going to awake, 
when a waſp came and ſettled on his face. 
TI ſtooped immediately, too much intereſted 
not to firetch out my arm and-drive it off ; 
but it was done ſo aukwardly, or rather 
in ſuch great confuſion, that in endeavouring 
to remove this dangerous infect, I gave Meli- 
court a great flap on the face. He bounced 
up in a ſudden ſurpriſe, and muttered ſome 
words which I did not underſtarid, I was fo 
frightened. On my endeavouring to run 
away, he ſnatched hold of my gown, and 
with a ſmile, that quite charmed my heart; 


„Tell me,” he ſaid, © my pretty. maid, what in 
the name of God have I done to you, that 
„ 


Vox. I. 0. 


* The Fortunate Country Maid. 


* you ſhould diſturb my reſt?” © Alas | t Sir, an- 
: WP onde I all in amaze, © I aſk your pardon, my 
intentions was not to hurt you; being in 
© ſearch of a ſtrayed ſheep, I happened in paſ- 
© ſing by, to ſee a waſp juſt going to ſtipg you; 
1 irnmediately ran up to prevent it, and the 
© hurry ] was in, might occaſion the Hurt you 
f 1 of.“ Whilit I was making, with a 
© diſſembled . innocence, this apology, the 
* youth examined me with all the attention ima- 
< ginable, and expreſſed a wonder that ſeemed 
© to flatter my vanity. When I had done 
© ſpeaking he would have thrown his arms about 
my neck to thank me, as he called it, for the 
© ſervice I had done him. Covered with bluſhes, 
6 J avoided his intended kindneſs. Dear 
4 creature, he cried, be not angry can 
© you be diſpleaſed with the (allies of my gra- 
<« titude? Prithee ſtay; I will be more re- 
cc ſerved, if you think me to blame for yielding 
c to the tranſports your charms have raiſed in 
*© my breaſt; you are the firſt that has been 
& able to inſpire them.” Taking me by the 
hand, God God,” ſays he, how hand- 
« ſome you are | the only one to whom I ever 
« faid ſo much before, 4" you alone have 
<6. appeared ſo in my of 
I pretended not to kia this diſcourſe. 
© But I do aſſure you, my dear child, young as 
© ,f was, I eaſily comprehended it favoured too 
* much of flattery; and notwithſtanding my 
* affeQion for this young man, I retired. ©* Ah! 
% don't run away,” -cried elicourt, endea- 
| "OED me, the ſun is not 2 your 


/ 
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c vill you 1 me of: the pleafure of your 
«© company? Cruel creature] continued he, 
© ſeeing me at ſome diſtance, © better for me to 
have been ſtung by the waſp! the ſmart it 
& would. have cauſed had been ſoon over; 
«© whereas the wound, the dart has made that 
& came from your eyes, will never be healed!” 
« Whilſt he was thus talking, I came up with' 
© my flock; Melicourt followed me at ſome 
diſtance, but whilſt I ſaw him coming one 
way, I went another, underpretence 2 — | 
ing my flock together; he ſoon diſcovered my 
roguery, and ſtood ſtill with his arms acrofs; 
looking on me with an air that I believe had a, 
great deal of meaning in it: I ſeemed not to 
mind him, and went on to the village; and, 
often looking back, brought home an im-, 
preſſion that ftill lives in my mind. You ſee;- 
what giddy girls expoſe themſelves to, through 
curioſity. | cArOurrt, | 
© 1 will not entertain you, my dear friend,” 
ontinued the Nun, © with all the opportunities 
wie had of meeting and converling together. 
* Young Melicourt had a tender honeſt heart, 
and I prepoſſeſſed in his favour, it was not 
long before I owned to him the progreſs he 
© had made in my affections; he was over 
joyed at it, and in ſpite of my mean birth; 
© he vowed to be mine for ever. Oh, what; 
* flattering joys} what happy days! But alas! 
* the vacation was expired, and he. muſt go 
© away; bathed in tears we bid each other fareso 
* will, without any other comfort but the hopes 
* of ſeeing each other again ; for my part; tho 
„„ arte the” 


8 


W 6a a aA M M a „ 


4 


— —— — = 9 — 
— * « — py 
— pou 
— — — 
— 222 — * 
. — — 


— — —— — 

— — —üää—— — 
- — — en 

> 00 Y — — PRI 

— — 


— — 


— —_———_ — 
py l — —— 
— HD. — = * 
— om» — 


— — 


—  - c—_— —_ 
=_ — n+ ate) an 9 es. > 


— —— — ES — — 
r 

— — 

pa — 


„ 


W KR WM & M _ A6 


. The Fortunate Country Maid. 


he promised a ſpeedy return, · I was incon- 
ſoleable for three months. I uttered my 
mournful ſorrow . to my poor ſheep, I truſted 
none but them; but their . ſilence did 
not eaſe my diſtracted breaſt. . 

© Returning home one ev ening more fatigued. 
with the pangs of my heart than with "my 
day's work, I ſaw running towards me a 
daughter of the perſon who paſſed for my 
mother; ſhe ſeemed in a great hurry, and by 
the ſigns ſhe made had earneſt buſineſs with 
me; I made haſte to meet her. So Minette,”” 
ſays ſhe, (for that was the name I went by, 
becauſe they thought me ſly) © what will you 
„give me for my good news? Don't be ſur- 
<< prized; ſomebody is come you'll be glad to 
& ſee.” At this I could not help bluſhing ; I 
immediately thought it was Mielicourt ſhe 
© meant, or, as 2 guilty conſcience needs no 
© accuſer, that our amour was diſcovered; I 
did not dare to aſł my ſiſter any queſtions. 


4 Sure you have very little curioſity,” ſays ſhe, 


and embraced me, which was very unuſual 
© for her to do. Methinks of late you have 
ce been very indifferent as to every thing. Well, 
% to puniſh you, I have a great mind not to 
<< tell you that there is come a fine great lady 
& jn a coach to our houſe, who aſked for mo- 
«< ther, and went into a room all alone with 
«© her; nor, that being curious, I contrived 
4% flily to hear all their converſation. Marry, 
a | '4 2 it all, I won't tell you neither, 
<< that it ſeems you are not our ſiſter, and that 
<< the lady claims you -as her own daughter. A 

How 
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© How now l' cried I, ſtruck with this diſcourſe 
© (which would not have ſurprized me ſo much, 
if I had read as many romances then as [ 
have ſince) what do you mean by all this? 
By pretending to keep me in ignorance, you 
tell me ſtrange things, and which I can hardly 
believe; I know very well you want to laugh 
at me; for what can I think of all this ſtory 35 
Vou may be in the right, anſwered my filter 
very maliciouſly ; © however, I ſuppoſe there 
is ſomething in it, for I heard them telling 
money, and they ſay people take care how 
© they part with has.” 'The girl had ſcarce 
done talking, when up comes another of my 
ſiſters, with the ſame emotion, crying out to 
© me to make haſte home, and leave her to 
tend the ſheep, my mother having ordered it 
© fo. [ obeyed, and came my ways. I was 
| * ſcarce got in, when my mother, or rather ſhe 
I looked upon to be ſuch,” took off my hand- 
N kerchief, and. ſhewed a mark that J have on 
* neck to a fine lady there preſent. $$? Tis 
certainly her, ſays the lady; not that I 
„ ſhould have doubted it though you had not 
** ſhewn me this, her face ſpeaks it. Then 
6 * direQting her diſcourſe to me, My dear 
child, will you come and live with me po ſays 
e, in a very gracious manner; I have 
Jour mother's conſent: I'll take care of you, 
© and it will be an eaſe to her.” ** Your lady- 
2 «ip is mighty good,” replies the gardenef's 
wife; Minette will go along with you with. 
all her heart; ſhe is very tractable and good- 
natured. . Your. goodneſs will excuſe her if 
W J 4 | . | bo: ſhe. 
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66 ſhe does not anſwer as ſhe ſhould, ſhe has 


s not been uſed to fine folks.” The lady not 
* much minding what ſhe ſaid, got up and 


. * whiſpered ſomething in her ear: I was or- 
: *-dered to go and put on my holiday gown in 
all haſte, not to make people ſtay for me. I 


* obeyed, quite dejected, and could not re- 


concile what my ſiſter had told me with what 
+ © had juſt heard. I burſt into tears as I was 


putting on my cloathes. Alas! I ſhall never 
- © ſee my dear ſhepherd (for ſo I called Mieli- 
court at our endearing interviews), he will for- 


get me, and 1 ſhall be undone. And what 
will become of you, my poor dear little ſheep, 


ſhall not I make much of you once more 
before I go? All theſe refleftions increaſed 
my fears: They recommended me to the lady 


„ M G 6A 
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and to my mother, being conſirued as the ef- 


- fects of a tender heart. I embraced, with 


the utmoſt affection, the parents J was going 
to leave; it was a moving fight, I believe 
our grief was mutual. ö 
I was no ſooner on the road, and alone 
with this ſtrange lady, but I began to re- 
volve in my mind all my ſiſter had ſaid to me: 
The manner in which I was treated did not 
agree with what ſhe had flattered me withal. 
The lady ſeemed very thoughtful and ab- 
ſtracted; ſhe did not ſo much as ſpeak to me, 
but ſeemed taken up with ſome very ſerious 
matter; as ſimple as I was, I could not help 
ſaying to myſelf, Sure if ſhe were my mother 
what ſhould hinder her, now we are alone, 
from embracing me as à daughter? I was 

as i | 3 © tempted 


The Fortunate Country Maid. 175 


© tempted twenty times, at all hazards, to throw 
© myſelf about her neck. We had not gone 
two leagues, before a very genteel man on 
© horſe-back rode up to the coach door, and in 
a familiar manner ſaluted the lady; he looked 
very ſtedfaſtly on me all the reſt of the 
journey, aſked me ſeveral queſtions, often 
© ſaying I was very pretty. | 
This brought us to the Caſtle, where we 
© alighted. I went with the gentleman and 
© Jady into an apartment, where they ſeemed 
to be expected to ſupper ; the cloth was 
© ready laid, and they ſat down to table. My 
© ſupper was brought me to the fire- ſide where 
© the lady had placed me; their eyes were con- 
© tinually upon me. Notwithſtanding the per- 
© plexity Iwas in, there was a je ne ſcai quoi that 
* encouraged me, and made me find a pleaſure 
_ © in looking at them in my turn, the lady often 
crying, Let me tell you this will be no 
5 ſlovenly girl when once ſhe comes to have 
ſome good cloathes on ;?” the gentleman was 
© entirely of her opinion: He made me ſtand 
up to conſider my ſhape, and had the curioſity 
even to look at the mark on my neck. I was 
* aſhamed, and would not let him: © There is 
no harm, Minette, you need not be fo re- 
1 ſerved from that gentleman,” fays the lady, 
** whatever you are to others.“ As ſoon as 
© ever: he ſaw the mark, he ſeemed extremely 
* ſatisfied, and embraced me with all the good- 
* neſs imaginable. All this put me fo much 
© out of countenance, that I could not ſwal'ow- 
one morſe}, although intreaties were not wa it- 
I + | 5 6 ing. 
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ing. When they thought J had ſupped, a 
waiting-woman, whom [I heard them call MA.. 
Bretigny, was ordered to conduct me into a 
cloſet that joined to the room. She bid me 
go to bed; and offered to help me to undreſs, 
carefling me very much : I did whatever ſhe 
bid me; as ſoon as I was got in to a little bed 
that was prepared for me, ſhe went out of the 
room and ſhut a glaſs door after ger. 
© I was teo much diſturbed with all I had ſeen 
that day, to fall aſleep immediately; I could 
not help thinking of what my ſiſter had told 
me, and had not forgot the very ſtratagem ſhe 
made uſe of to ſatisfy her curioſity. One 
is more inclined to follow bad example than 
good ; accordingly I got up as ſoftly as poſ- 
{ible in order to hearken: I juſt lifted up the 
the corner of the ſilk curtain that was over the 
glaſs door; the gentleman and lady were ſtill at 
the table, they ſpoke ſo low, I could not 
hear what they ſaid, but could eafily ſee by 
their motions they were on ſome earneſt 
buſineſs. The waiting-woman had got into 
my place, and ſeemed to be of the conſul- 
© RR ö 
© began to deſpair of ſatisfying my curi- 
_ © olity, and was going to bed, when the lady 
© unexpectedly raiſed her voice. After all, 
«© my friend, ſays ſhe, ©* what riſk do we run, 
and where's the great harm for people to 
e know, that inſtead of being in the iſlands, 
+ where you were ſuppoſed to be, you lay hid 
& all the while ſomewhere near my houſe ? My 
reputation won't ſuffer by that ; the con- 
en. 
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ec cealing. my pregnancy, and this child, the 
« world will know, was to favour your ſup- 
«© poſed abſence; but ſince your affair, thank 
« God, is made up, I ſee no reaſon why we 
ce ſhould: not own. this child.” © Bleſs me, 
Madam, replied my father (for I could 
© not doubt but it was him ;) © beſides giving 
"4 the public a handle to talk, you fall into an- 
ce other difficulty you don't think of; your 
<< eldeſt daughter is married to one of the moſt 
& ſelfiſh men in France; what will he ſay when. 
you declare the birth of Minette, though you 
<< let him, as you certainly muſt, into the whole 
& ſecret of this adventure? He will not be- 
& lieve a word o'nt, and will look on the child 
gas ſuppoſitious,; on putpoſe to be a joint 
heireſs with his wife; he'll proſecute you; the: 
& world is malicious, and the Court will be ap- 
«© priſed of my non- compliance: You know very 
«« well when ] had the misfortune to kill the Count 
4 of D. in a duel, his family was-prevailed! - 
** upon, to have the proceedings againſt. me 
© ſtopped, vn condition that 1 departed the 
kingdom, the contrary of. which we muſt- 
V prove, and conſequently. will make me liable- 
to a freſh, indictment: the repealing my ba 
<* niſhment; (which is now brought about by the 
death of him that was my greateſt enemy in 
** the affair} depends, as to its validity, upon my 
= 1 5 performed the conditions impoſed on: 
me. Only reflect that this will ſpoil all, and, 
in order to prove the birth of- this child, 
which your ſon-in-law: will aſſuredly oppoſe, 
*fot the reaſons I have juſt now aſſigned, you 
; | E =” . « muſt: | 
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« muſt make it appear, Trepeat i it again, that! 
«* ftaid in the kingdom, and did not compl 

<< with the preciſe orders of the Court. Theft: 
« are my motives,” adds my father; can 
you, on your fide, aſſign better po My 
* mother would not give it up. The mean- 
<<. ing of all this is, ſays ſhe in a great paſſion, 
that this poor infant, who is your lawful 
% daughter, muſt be deprived of her birth-right, 
<< to which ſhe will one day be ſo juſtly intitled, 
<< and throughout her whole life will remain un- 


«© acquainted with the condition to which ſhe 


% was born.” „ allow,” fays my father, 
<c her ſituation is very unhappy - Times may 
<c alter; but at preſent, how can we reconcile 
<< theſe: matters?“ © There is no great diffi- 
% culty in that, cried the waiting- woman 


< interrupting them; who not being ſenſible of 


< maternal affection, could not be expected ſo 


5 * naturally to conſult my 'intereſt ; Miſs is 
* young ; the takes herſelf to be "far different. 
< from what ſhe really is; clap her into a con- 
vent, and make a Nun of her; truly ſhe may 
<< think herſelf well off ſo? When the is pro- 
<6. feffed, let her know that ſhe is your daughter, 
4 nay, you may publiſh it if you plate Pray 


„ hat can your ſon-in-law object to that by | 
<< 'The advice is not amifs,”” 100 750 my mo- 
ther, PI think of it. 5 My father ſaid not 
«ON word, bur it was ealy to know by the man- 


© ner in which he ſat 'muſing, he did not much 


like the ſeheme. Silenee enſued,; and 8 
all was ae E returned to my hed where 
L 93 * 
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. dropt alleep in the midſt of a thouſand per- 
« plexing thoughts. 
Early next morning 4. ae Bretigem 
came to call me; ſhe trie on ſeveral gowns. 
that had been my ſiſter's, ſome of them fitted 
* me very well, I was dreſſed in an inſtanc 
©* ſuitable to my birth; and from thence 1 
* went into m mother” s chamber. Hi 
nette, ſays ſhe, calling me to her ed 
ſie « hearken well to what I am going to 
"mp fay. Your mother was formerly my ſerv; nt. 
„] love her, and for that reaſon I promiſed to 
„take one of her daughters; I have pi: che 
upon you, becauſe I liked you; my 1:ten- 
tion is to place you in a monaſtery, for edu- 
cation; you are Id enough, and have ſenf: 
„. to know what is for your good; if they 
«© knew you was but a country girl, they 2 1ght 
„not ſhew you all that regard I deſire, i th: 
« houſe where I am going to place you: If it 
„„ ſhould happen you have a mind to be a Nun 
„they would not admit you on account of y our. 
„ birth; therefore it is now come into my ead 
„to make you pals for my niece juſt come om. 
ce Provence; | have bid Bretigny inſtruct you- 
« to this purpoſe, ſhe ſhall go with vou this very 
day to M>—, where you ſhall have cl hes 
„% made; then you ſhall come to me aga.n, 
„ here you alf I tay till you have got rid of 
your faſhions, that you may enter. the. con- 
vent Without diſgracing the name you. 
e ben 
* Whilſt my mother was thus Gillian to me, 


55 Llooked at her very earnelily ; I could not 
6. help 
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| © help being moved: My father was gone, 
and left me alone with her; I burſt into a 
< flood of tears; there is no getting the better 
© of nature it will recur on all occaſions ; 
© my mother was an inſtance of it, ſhe could 
© not contain herſelf, but carefſed me with the 
< utmoſt affection; unleſs Bretigny had come 
© in, ſhe would have betrayed all. What 
5 are you about, Madam?“ ſays the waiting- 
© woman as ſhe entered the room; © there 
<c' wants nothing here but my, maſter.” Pri- 
«© thee take her away,“ ſays my mother, I 
e cannot bear it any longer.“ At theſe words 
© my tears redoubled; and now. I began to at 
< the part of a daughter, by ſhewing my obedi- 
* ence ; Bretigny taking me by the hand, put 
< me into a chaiſe, and we went away. 
In vain did ſhe try to make me ſpeak, my 
heart was too full; I ſcarce could get down 
one mouthful at dinner. That night we got 
< to 14 The firſt thing ſhe did at the 
inn, Was to ſend for the tradeſmen to be- 
© ſpeak what was neceſſary for me, which they 
© promiſed ſhould be ready in a two days. 
The next morning Bretigny having a great 
£ deal of buſineſs, went out in the town, but took 
© care to lock me into my room; I went to the 
< window quite taken up with all that had hap- 
* pened; Melicaurt was not forgot. I was 
© juſt then muſing on the beginning of our 
amour, when I caft my eyes on'a young man, 
* who paſſed under the window; methought I 
© ſhould know him, I looked again ; gueſs my 
ul be; « aſtoniſhment,. 
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£ aſtoniſhment, when R i it was my ſhepherd 


© himſelf!; Clapping my hands for joy, I 
called out to him: He looked up, and for all 
0 the alteration of my fine clothes, knew me 
again. < Bleſs. — fa cries. he, © ?tis Mi- 
4 nette. Fe ſtaid only to ſay that, and came 
© running to the chamber door. Minette, 
40 Ainette, ſays he through the key-hole, let 
< in your unfortunate ſhepherd : What tranſ- 
6“ ports]! what * ho could have dreamt 
4 of you here | Is it on my account? How 
„ comes it you are no longer a ſhepherdeſs ? 
\** open the door quickly.” The poor boy 
aſked me a hundred queſtions at a time. I let 
him know was locked in, that I had a thou- 
ſand things to ſay, but that it was impoſſible 
for me to ſpeak to him through the door, 
when every moment we were liable to be 
ſurpriſed. "He aſked me how I came to be 
backe up: I ſatisfied him as well as I could. 
We agreed in a hurry, that he ſhould lie hid 
in ſome part of the houſe, and that as ſoon as 
Bretigny came in, I was to endeavour to get 
looſe, and come and talk with him. He went 
away, but promiſed me that. notwithſtanding 
his ſchool hours, to which he was ſtill unfor- 
tunately confined, he would not quit the 
houſe, till he had aſſured me of the ſincerity 
of his paſſion: We agreed upon a ſignal, and 
as it was a public-houſe, he took the . 
tunity of calling for a breakfaſt. 
* If he had ſtayed a moment longer Bretigny 
had caught * The pleaſure I had con- 
+ ceived at. the ſight of my e Was == 
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< Gon in-my countenance 3 ſhe immedlitel] 
* * took notice of it. © There's my goo] 
girl,“ cried the and 3 me; I love 
to fee you ſo pleaſant and pay ; it makes youas 
pretty again: with a great deal more of the 
_ «© ſame kind.” I anſwered her very chearfully 
Las there is nothing like a contented mind. 
© Bretigny was ſoon called away about buſineſs, 
© of which ſhe had a great deal upon her hands. 
Love is very inflruflive3 3 in order to compaſs 
my deſign, I ſauntered from one room to an- 
© other, backwards and forwards, as if I did not 
© know what to do with myſelf. 

The deceit paſſed, and Bretigny did not 
© obſerve me: As ſoon as I faw the coaſt clear; 
I gave the ſignal to Malicourt, who watched 
© me; he came inftantly to the foot of the ſtairs; 
1 pointed with my finger to a room, he 
6 "Sopot Bots it, and it was not long before I 

I am ke, fair lady,” fays the Nun 
fixing her eyes upon me, © left I ſhould give 

© you a bad opinion of me. Don't you think it 
'© a little too bold in me, to have taken theſe. 

* ſteps at the age I then was ? but love and my 
© want of education may ſerve to excuſe me; 
I thought there could be no harm in this meet- 

ing.“ As ſoon as Melicourt ſaw me, he threw 
© himſelf at my feet. I will not repeat our con- 

«© yerſation, it was very affectionate; an: ac- 
© count of all that had happened to me, my 
c birth, the private project of my parents, no- 
5 thing was forgot; I loved too much to 


hide any thing from my ſhepherd. © The al- 
'* « teration,”. 
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The Fortunate Country Maid. it 
ce teration, ſays he, „that has happened in 


“your affairs, charming Minette, does not in 
4e the leaſt augment the reſpect I have for you. 
« Your elevation is ſo far from pleaſing. me, 
ce that it claſhes with the purity of my inten- 
ce tions; I delighted myſelf with the thoughts 
« of one ay making my ſhepherdeſs's fortune, 
« and may 1 depend upon her loving her ſhep- 
< herd as well as ſhe did before ? I encouraged 


© him as well as I could; twas love that ſpoke, 


always eloquent: But when Melicourt heard 
© where was going, and the deſigns they had 
© againſt me, he burſt into ſorrowful com- 
© plaints. ** Alas! how wretched am I,” ſays he, 
« not to be my own maſter, I would fruſtrate * 


all theſe proceedings: Muſt you go then, 


© dear Minette? Shall I never fee you again? 
« muſt I loſe you for ever?” In pronouncing ' 


| 6 theſe words he cried moſt bitterly. Alas!“ ; 


«* anſwered J, pierced to the ſoul, © I cannot 
© ceaſe loving you. Young and obliged to 


ſilence, dependent of all the world, tears and 
© forrow is all 1 have to defend myſelf with..“ 


This mournful ente rtainment was nterrupted 
* by Bretigny's calling me. I had forgot myſelf; 
© leaving. him in haſte, I had but juſt time to 
© ſqueeze poor Meliaourt's hand, and came in 


with great precipitation wiping my eyes: 
Lou have been crying,” ſays the waiting- 


© woman, ** that is not well done; you ſhall not 
be left alone again in haſte; come near the 


fire, and let us ſee no more on't. Pl hear 


* how you can read, that will paſs away the 
times agreeably.”* She gave me the Lives of 
N | | the. 
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< Saints to prepare me betimes for the life I lead 
cat preſent (it happened to be the life of Saint 
© Agnes); I read it aloud; but (from my heart's 
being taken up another way) all this Martyr 
ſaid, with a tender devotion, I appropriated to 
the preſent diſpoſition of my ſoul. The read- 
ing had ſuch an effect upon my mind, that T- 
© began again to ſhed tears in ſuch abundance, 
24 could not goon. e, gs , 

»+- Bretigny took things quite in another light: 
© ſhe ſaid ſhe was glad to ſee I had fo much re- 
© ligion, and took occaſion of making me a fine 
© exhortation on the ſubject; as ſoon as this ſer- 
mon was over we went to ſupper, and J wait- 
© ed impatiently for bed time: as ſoon as T found 
© myſelf at liberty I called to mind all Melicourt 

had ſaid to me; the more 1 thought of him, 
the greater averſion I had to a Wen 91 
could not but wiſh things would take ſuch a 
turn as to make me happy with my ſhepherd. 
I dwelt with ſuch pleaſure on theſe ideas, it 
© was all my comfort: Nothing flatters young 
people more than the thoughts of matrimony ; 
how comes it they are ſo much indulged in it? 
A child can ſearce ſpeak, when they aſk Mits,. 
© if ſhe is almoſt married yet. Little Maſter is 
called her little huſband ; parents are apt to 
< jdolize their own offspring, they make theſc 
© matters the ſubject of their diverſions, and are 
always talking of them. Would they not do 
much better to be more reſerved, eſpecially 
c before young people, who in proportion as 
they grow up; grow more knowing as to all 
Sue objects around them? future proſpects, the 
wes 7 „ + Ws of . TE 2. more 
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more they pleaſe us, the deeper impreſſions 
they make. How: wretched are they from 
whoſe breaſts ſuch deep-rooted ideas muſt be 

© torn away! But to return to our hiſtor. 
© The next morning my clothes were brought 
home: I found ſo great an alteration in my- 
ſelf when I was dreſſed, I ſeemed another crea- 
© ture; even my way of thinking was altered. 
Why ſhould different ſituations elevate or de- 
<< preſs our ſentiments ? a great deal of my paſt 
© life recurred to me, that appeared very con- 
© temptible. Bretigny interrupted this diſeuſſion; 
© as ſoon as ſhe had finiſhed all her affairs, the 
© chaiſe was at the door, and we went away. I 
© looked round for Melicourt, I thought he ought 
© not to omit this occaſion of "ſeeing me, and 1 
« was truly mortified not to diſcover him. 

We had ſcarce got four leagues on our 
© journey, when coming into a narrow road, 
+. I faw a pilgrim walking by the ſide of the 
<-chaiſe, who often fixed his eyes on me; 1 
+. was ſo taken up with ſorrow for having been 
< deprived of the ſight of my lover, that I 
took no notice of this man. Bretigny bid me 
mind him. Look, Miſs Minette, ſay ſhe, 
at this poor young man, how he is forced to 
<*-walk in theſe: bad ways; he has ſomething 
very agreeable in his face; perhaps the per- 
* fections of his mind may anſwer thoſe of his 
body! How unjuſt is fortune! Is it not 
<* frightful that at his age he ſhould ſuffer ſo 
„ much hardſhip, whilſt there are people, 
without half his merit, who wallow in 
** riches,” I was looking at this pilgrim, * 
A | \ : i : 8 
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* ſhe! was thus talking to me: Imagine my 
© ſurprize, it was Melicourt; I knew him not- 
© withſtanding his diſguiſe. It was very lucky 
- © for me that Bretigny, who had taken a preat 
. © liking to my lover, put her head out to bid 
. © him take care of the wheel, otherwiſe ſhe 
. © would have diſcovered the confuſion I was in: 
* My eyes had met thoſe of Melicourt, which 
made me bluſh and look down, but I ſmiled 
in my heart. I was ſorry however to ſee him 
- © walking thus in the mire: He ſeemed very 
_ © chearful, and taking this opportunity of 
© Bretigny's civility, fell into diſcourſe with her; 
© he faid, he had been performing a pilgrimage, 
and that he was two hundred leagues from 
© home. The waiting-woman bleſſed herſelf at 
this, and told him he ought to reſt himſelf. 
©. Melicourt, who perceived he had gained the 
1 good-will of this woman, endeavoured to 
E pleaſe her. He had learnt from the poſtillion, 
with whom he had been talking, that ſhe 
managed every thing in the family, he thought 
-© he could more eaſily attain his ends, and 
© ſecure her in his intereſt by amuſing her: To 
© this-purpoſe he told her extraordinary ſtories, 
< juſt as they came into his head, I believe, 
© with which ſhe ſeemed enchanted: We were 
now come to the place where we dined. 
© Bretigny made the pilgrim ſit down to table 
© with us; tdling me 1 ſhould never be haughty 
© to the poor, and that one was obliged to 
them eſpecially on the road: you may imagine 
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© If ever you have been in love, my pretty 
Miſs, judge of the pleaſure I felt in the en- 
joyment of my lover's company, who gave 
© me ſuch evident marks of his tenderneſs. 1 
© will own to you frankly, all my cares ceaſed ; 
| © how great ſoever my ſhepherd's.joy-might be, 
he poſſeſſed himſelf very well, and with great 
addreſs, made me ſenſible that though he 
made his court to Mademoi ſelle Bretigny, it 
was for my ſake. It was comical enough to 
obſerve him heſitating every minute, and to 
ſee the good waiting- woman helping him out 
in his ſtory; ſhe carried her affection ſo far for 
the pilgrim, as to propoſe to him to ride be- 
hind our chaiſe, leſt he ſhould fatigue himſelf 
with walking; and I believe if there had been 
room in our vehicle, ſhe'would have incom- 
moded herſelf. to receive. him. Love, love, 
no age nor condition is ſecure from thy darts 
__ © Whilſt Bretigny was gone to pay the reckon- 
ing, Melicourt took that opportunity to ſpeak 
to me; he ſaid a. hundred endearing things. 
I am ſenſible, ſaid I, of the marks you 
© give me of your paſſion ; it grieved me to ſee 
you on foot whilſt I am at my eaſe; but, 
© dear ſhepherd, tell me what all this ſignifies? 
We muſt part, had we not better do it now? 
© Ah! charming Minette, ſays Melicourt in 
= very Giowhd tone! ** muſt I then die? 
© Do you know that, my life depends on the 
©© happineſs of ſeeing you; and that I value 
nothing fa much in the whole world To 
bid me go, and leave you! O Heavens, 
** what a cool indifference this is! What can I 
___ © mac 
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s think ! You no longer love me!“ In utter- 
ing theſe words, tears came into his eyes, 
Moved as I was, reaſon came to my aſſiſtance: 
Hide your tears, ſays I, ſtifling my own; 
© alas! I love you, it is but too true; Las if I 
am dear to you, and that you will not leave 
. © me, take care Mademoiſelle Bretigny, who is 
coming in, perceive nothing of it; if ſhe does, 
we are loſt; ſhe would ſuſpe& ſomething ; 
© endeavour to pleaſe her, her intereſt is con- 
-. © fiderable; the ſeems prejudiced in your favour, 
and if JI am not miſtaken, you are not indit- 
ferent to her, that will facilitate our ſeeing one 
another; I do aſſure you, my dear ſhepherd,” 
continued I, giving him my hand, that 
© thought is not at all diſagreeable. As he was 
. "© going to anſwer me, Bretigny came in, to 
© tell me we mult go: She had contrived it 
with the poſtillion that the pilgrim ſhould be 
© ſeated behind the chaiſe at his eaſe, each of us 
took our place, and in this manner reached 
ͤ—— . . gore! 
The Caſtle which we entered, did not ſeem 
to be the ſame, Which we went from; this 
* was much larger and better furniſhed, whereas 
the other, belonging Iikewiſe to my father, 
had been inhabited only ſince he was obliged 
to be concealed, My mother received me 
very affectionately, and as Bretigny had in- 
© ſtructed me, I called her aunt, to which 1 
'© had much a- do to bring myſelf, knowing how 
J.... ESE 
HMelicnurt was not neglected: Bretigny had 
been talking with him, as we came out of the 
1 1 r ern eee * chaiſe, 
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chaiſe, and finding that he was qualified to 
ſerve in the capacity of a ſteward, ſhe promiſed 
him ſhe would procure him that place; in the 
mean time he muſt be content to be under him, 
who was then in that office, which could not 
laſt long, being extremely old and infirm. 
Melicourt received joyfully theſe marks of the 
waiting-woman's regard. The part ſhe has 
in my tory, is too conſiderable to neglect 

giving you her portraiture... N 
© She was five and forty, and looked well for 
her age: I cannot tell if ſhe had been hand- 
ſome in her youth, at leaſt ſne had no remains 
of her having been ſo: Her complexion, much 
upon the wairffcot; blue eyes, round, and a 
little ſpotted; her eye-brows but thinly 
ſown, and were ſcarce perceptible, they 
withdrew themſelves with ſuch an antipathy 
from her eyes, that ſhe appeared always in a 
fright; her mouth was well enough, had it 
not been for a wart upon her upper lip: One 

could not ſay that a down covered her chin, 
but ſhe had à ſtrong briſly beard, ſhe could 
never deſtroy. She had a picked chin, which 
naturally preſented itſelf as a handle; the reſt 
was as uſual, and like other people, flat cheeks 
raiſed. up by two ſtrutting bones near the 
eyes: Had a hoarſe voice, the laſt ſyllables 
generally terminating in a falſe treble; her 
fore head was ſo little that her head-clothes, 


always ruffled, hung over her eye-brows ; ſhe 
ſhe 


would have been pretty well ſhaped, onl 
was larger in the waiſt than about her Pu d 
which made an exact ſhape the wrong ws | 

| * Her 
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Fler humour was agreeable enough, re- 
© markable from her childhood for a tender 
heart, but the infidelity of ſeveral lovers had 
given her a diſguſt to the conjugal ſtate. The 
youth, or rather the engaging behaviour of 
© Melicourt, removed theſe diſguſts, and re- 
© kindled her dying flames. She took his com- 
© pliments to be fincere ; and her heart going 
© nowas faſt, as it had-been flow in determining 
© before, took the reſolution, as ſhe was rich, 
© of making Melicourt's fortune; and things 
© were ſo diſpoſed, that without an unfcreſeen_ 
< incident; this would have produced a moſt ex- 
© traordinary miſtake. All this while I received 
© daily leſſons for the regulating my conduct. 
© Three weeks were now paſſed ſince I had 
© been at the Caſtle. The time grew near 
© when I was to go to the monaſtery ; Melicourt 
© and J often bewailed the hard fate that was 
© going to part us. Love that extended his 
© dominion in our hearts, had ſo enlightened 
© our minds, we carried ourſelves in ſuch a 
© manner that nobody in the family ſuſpected us; 
< but of what uſe were all theſe precautions? 
We were going to be ſeparated. However, 
© Bretigny's paſſion for Melicomt put the moſt 
ridiculous ſtratagem that ever was employed 
into my lover's head, for ſecuring our hap- 
© pineſs. Dear Minette, ſays he to me 
© one day in the garden where we often met 
* one another, Þ adore you, you cannot 
<« doubt- it; though they conceal your birth, 
6% it is not the leis certain; you cannot judge 
« me capable of impoſing on you in regard to 
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cc mine ; So that things are pretty equal, and there 


ce can be no obſtacle to our union; in the mean 


44 time they are ſacriſicing you, and you cannot 


« be ignorant they deſign to oblige you to take 
<« the vows! Reflect only how miſerable you 
« would be if that ſhould happen, you would 
ce infallibly languiſh all your life: Take courage, 
ce the time preſſes, let us take this interval to 
«© aſcertain our felicity; what can happen from 
« jt, though we ſhould be difcovered ?“ Says I 
quite ſtruck, what do you mean? Let us 
© beware that nobody. ſuſpects our corre- 
© ſpondence, you would ruin. me. I have 

told you the reaſons that obliged—— 


© | know that, replies Melicourt haſtily ;. but 


« if once you go into the convent, I ſhall never 
« ſee you again, you will be compelled to be- 
« come a Nun, and there will be an end of all my 
&« hopes.” Alas l' cried I, © how ſhall I pre- 
© vent it?” „ Dare but do what tell you,” 
© continues Melicourt; © Bretigny has been 
o preſling me this fortnight to marry her; at 
* firſt | oppoſed it, but I have fince thought I 
© could take that opportunity to unite us.“ 
© What's that? ungrateful man, cried I, miſ- 
* underſtanding what he ſaid ; can you forget 
your oaths, who you are, and betray me to 
that degree! Ah! why do you reproach 
<*- me,” ſays my lover, is it to forget you to 
<* .{eek the means of uniting us for ever? Adieu, 
here comes ſomebody, continues he; Iwill 
** give you an account of my project as ſoon as 
A can, and if you love me as ſincerely as you 
have given me room to flatter myſelf, we 
** ſhall eaſily ſurmount all obſtacles 
; EU W.. 
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< one of the alleys, and ſeeing my mother come, 


I went to meet her: although ſhe nd armed 
© herſelf againſt her natural tenderneſs for me, 


© ſhe gave me continual marks of it under the 
© name of neice. | 


In the mean while my father returned from 
© Court: His arrival decided my lot; they de- 


© clared to me that in eight days I ſhould go 
into a convent, I had no, reaſon to expect 
© otherwiſe. I was not prepared for this ſtroke: 
from that time my averſion to the cloiſter 
© grew very manifeſt. I had not feen Melicourt 
for three days, I thought I had a thouſand 
things to ſay to him. I went into the garden 


to walk away my uneaſineſs, with grief painted 


by eee 
I was. juſt going in again, when I ſaw at a 


R M M Aa 


happy for your part, ſays I when he was 
come near me, to rejoice whilſt I cry ; I be- 
lieve you intend it me as a favour, that I may 


R M M M M Aa 


«© reproach, and how little do you know me 
6e If T have appeared eaſy, it is becauſe it now 
„ depends on you to unite us with indiſſoluble 
© bonds; the day is fixed, the Prieſt is ready; 
6 Bretigny, that woman in other things fo diſ- 
& creet, has engaged him; he is her couſin, a 
& Preceptor, about two leagues off; this man 
«© owes every thing to her: ſhe has explained 


„ the 


diſtance Melicourt coming up to me ſinging; 
I took it heinouſly ill of him. Tou are very 


leave the world with leſs. regret.” ** Fie! 
«© charming Minette, ſays he, putting on a 
« forrowful countenance, ..** how cruel is your 
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« the whole matter to him, and he will do 
« every thing ſhe deſires; the. will have the 
c ceremony performed in the night, and will 
ce keep it ſecret till ſhe be gone from hence. I 
„ have pretended to agree to all this, intending 
<« thereby to engage us two more than ever. The 
« Preceptor is to be here to-night, he knows 
% me; | have ſeen him 'ſeyeral times on this 
« affair: There is no diſtinguiſhing objects in 
te the night time. Inſtead of performing the ce- 
© remony at two o'clock, Iwill advance thetime, 
« and you and I will be in the chapel at twelve; 
6 the bad light, and the head-dreſs you'll have 
&© on covering your face, will befriend the pro- 
« ject. In fine, when we are joined we ſhall ” 
do very well for the reſt.” J could not help 
© laughing, at this pleaſant contrivance; but it 
gave way to ſerious and preſſing thoughts, 
that occurred to me. The ſtratagem is 
0 practicable,” replied I, © but where would be 
© the uſe of it, if it did ſucceed? By the little 
© knowledge I have of the world, I plainly ſee 
* ſuch a marriage is not accordifig to form; but 
© {uppoſe it ſhould be, fince I ſhall be forced to 
hide it, ſhall Igo the leſs to the convent ? for 
© my departure is unalterably fixed ſince my 
* father's return; perhaps they have freſh 
* reaſons for burying me alive in a cloyſter,? 
* *Tis for this reaſon,” replies Melicourt, that 
* we muſt lay hold of this opportunity. We 
will fly, the wide world lies before us. Are you 
not ſenſible of the cruelty they ſhe in your re- 
gad,“ continued Melicourt, to influence me, 
* ſeeing me fluctuating 3 © the ſhameful ſacrifice : 
Vor. 1. * they 
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de they are going to make of your liberty, your 
< birth-right and fortune, of which they will 
« fruſtrate you under the moſt frivolous pre- 
«Krences ? Is not all this ſufficient to alarm you? 
« Ah! dear Minette, young as I am, theſe 
* things ſtrike me with horror; I know 
« the reſpect and obedience we owe our parents, 
4 but it is not forbid ia ſuch a caſe to ſeek for the 

« means of putting them in mind, that the 
that gave us birth—but no more of this. 7 
< agree with you that we ſhall be removed from 
* another: If you once enter the cloyſter, 
<& who can reſcue you from thence ?” In 
< what manner, ſays I, © will this marriage 
prevent it ? to run away is what I can never 
© bring. myſelf to: If you declare this match, 
I am undone ; if you conceal it, it will be 
the fame thing to me. Pray how do you 
< propole to come off with Mrs. Bretigny? I 
< ſuppoſe you intend to marry her. I could not 
help laughing at theſe words; my lover did fo 
4 too, notwithſtanding his ſerious face. Youth 
vill aſſert its privileges. Good God ! my 
 W gear Minette, ſays he, putting on his air of 
© importance again, © you are mighty prudent! 
you overwhelm me with difficulties that I did 
not foreſee. It is what we muſt think of for 
< all that,” ſays I ; © at preſent all I can ſay to 
© you is, that I will ſuffer the laſt extremity be- 
© fore | will become a Nun: I have an invin- 
© cible repugnance to it, and I will lay any 
© thing in the world you are the cauſe of it.“ 
4 OO very well, continued Melicourt, © I hand 
chen to my firſt propoſal, I may. poſſibly im- 
| 4 | „prove 
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% prove It 5 but be ſure you hold yourſelf in 
4 readineſe, I will come and feteh you when it is 
cr time. My lover quitted me in pronouncing 

thoſe words, and Ireturned tomy mother's apart- 


0 ment in a terrible agitation. However, I be- 


c haved myſelf ſo as not to let her perceive it. 
I was taking up my work, but ſhe called me. 
c Draw near the fire, neice,” ſays ſhe, I 
« want to ſpeak; to you, I did ſo, not fuſ- 

ing what ſhe had to ſay to me. In this 
< 73 all the objections vaniſhed I had form- 


ed from my low education, againſt the project 


of tlie night, to; which I had before this, a 
moſt inſurmountable repugnance. | 

„ You know very well, Minette, ſays my 
mother, who you are; from the time I 
firſt ſaw you, I had compaſſion on your con- 
t“ dition, it is on that account I have preferred 
you. Vou kept ſheep, you was at all times 
„ expoſed to the extremity of heats and 
colds; own to me how many hundred times 
vou lamented this your life, and ſee what I 
have done; in order that you might be the 
© more confidered;) I take you to my houſe, 


where you paſs for my neice : Lou ſeem 


to deſerve my regard, I muſt try to compleat 
your happineſs. I am ſending you to a nun- 
6 nery, pray to the Lord to 95 you there, 
“the world is full of trouble; thoſe that are born 
to be the happieſt in it, groan under its difap- 

pointments; every ſtep we make chagrins us; 
if you had more experience, I would convince 
vyou by a hundred examples before your on 
« eyes. Marriage for people of your fort, is 
3051 K 2 © a ſource 
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<< v ſource of troubles, not to mention the riſk 
of falling into bad hands; beſides the danger 
e and misfortune that attends it, the detail of 
„ which is ſhocking.” Look therefore on the 
4 cloyſter whither you are going, as ſafe port 
“ againſt all the ſtorms of this life, where you'll 
be ſecurely ſheltered from all theſe rocks. Tf 
the ęrate has a frightful aſpect, cuſtom! will 
render it pleaſant and eaſy; it is in retirement 
vr truly enjov ourſelves z pleaſure i is reſigned 
„ vithigreardiſſiculty dy choſe who have an early 
<< acquaintance: with it (luekih) for you, 'tis 
not your eaſe); but a'very little reflection gets 
<« the better of the diſlikes of the children of 
% this world. When the occaſions are re- 
* moved, they diſappear of courſe: You will 
4 not reſemble. thoſe religious perſons, de- 
% tached from che world indeed, vet who not 
only carry the remembrance of it in their heart, 
% but even look on it in their parlour, as 
«© through a window, from whence they never 
44 retire but with conſtant regret for having em- 
„ braced that ftate of life. For your part, 
* dear Minette, it will not be your caſe, the 
8 uren of your heart will make you. find 
da thouſand charms: Taken up with the 
88 * of yout ſalvation, with a tranquil 
lite, and a thouſand innocent amuſements, 
you will paſs away your days in ſerenity and 
32 2 of mind: I vill come ſometimes to 
partake and envy your happineſs.” - 

_ * Theſe laſt words ſeemed to ſoften my mo- 
- 60553 her eyes were full, ſhe ſtrove to hide 
* tears! by — aways and Wn her 
9 6 2 | ace; 
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« face; I was too much moved, to ute any 
part of nature's right over me. Ah, dear 
mother, cried I, throwing niylelf at her feet, 
vwhat have I dane, that you mould make me 
« 2 ſacrifice ?* She embraced me; theſe words 


© eſcaped me, and my paſſion got the better of 


* the rule I had impoſed: on myſelt, never to 
© betray my ſecret. 

My mother, nadie; unte rf datt bar 
© the import of theſe words. The time was fa- 
c vourable. Ah} why did I not take hold of 

© it |, Quite poſſeſſed with my ignorance on this 
c ſubject; — — by che aforeſaid 8 4 
© ſhe began again, V ou are in the right, 

„ tinued ſhe, my dear Minette, to call pr a 
e mother; yes, you are in the right, I repeat 
8 yon wilt know one day, when you are a Nun, 
<« that I am really ſo.” His word Nun pierced 
my heart; and ſuch cruelty towards me, ſuſ- 
pended the ſentiments I had for my mother. 
I thpught no more but how Iſhould ſnatch” 
« myſelf from the ſtate they deſi gned for me. 

Policy took place of Au tenderneſs; I 
_ conſtrained; myſelf, and kept up the conver- 
ſation with ſo much calmleſs, that twas im- 
poſſibſe to know by my nN r what. 
Log uh in; my heart. 

People coming in upon bubnefs, Thanks the 
. to go and find Melicourt. Iwent 
c backwards and forwards; my enquiry was in 
* vain. Into the garden, inte the back court, 
© I aſked for him every where, nobody had ſeen. 


TOY Fa: 


him: My heart trembled, it preſaged ſome- 


Y < thing. Fatal as <a 'Lyeat, out *% le 
& 
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© .Caftle and came into a lane that led to the 
village; I thought at the end of this lane I 
© ſhould find my lover. Alas! do we carry in 
our hearts the tokens of what is to come? 
*:Ah, Madam, what do I ſee (forgive my 
<** tears) a chaiſe and four men who ſeize eli- 
© court; he fees me, he cries out, he reſiſts: 
Vain efforts ! he is now at a great diſtance. 
This ſight had fo ftartled me, I ſtood im- 
© .moveable; as long as the chaiſe fixed my 
Teyes, I remained in that poſture ;. as. ſoon as it 
was gone I wept bitterly”; | happily for me 
© that I Was alone, nobody heard my lamenta- 
© tions. I came in, like one diſtracted, ſupper 
was ready, the bell had rung, they were 
looking for me. The firſt I met was Bre- 
© tigny, ſhe had a joy in her face that ſoon va - 
© niſhed, when J told her what had juſt hap- 
< pened. Oh! Heaven, ſhe: cried, quite 
furious, what is it you ſay? I am in de- 
<F ſpair FP? * You ſhall know the reaſon an- 
< ther time; go and fit down to ſupper, I'II 
© run to the village and know what is the mat- 
ter; f* No, flay, you are all in tears, poor 
© child, good-natured thing. Come along 
< with me, they will be aſking what ails you.” 
On this, away ſhe runs; we eame to the inn 
<. where this ſcene was tranſacted. The reſpet 
they had for Bretiguy, whom they looked 
upon as the miſtreſs, made them anſwer im- 
< mediately to her queſtions, and they gave us 
this account: ee | 
Four days ago, ſays the landlord, © a 
& gentleman came here in the evening, with 
SES 1 „three 
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te three. more men; he paſſed for a recruiting. 
t officer; his firſt queſtions were, Who lived at 
© the Caſtle ; and what living there was there?” 
« You know, Madam, continued the land- 
© lord, “ it is my buſineſs topleaſe all the world; 
« ] ſatisfied him, the Captain ſpent his money 
« very freely; but what ſurpriſed me was that 
d he eat with his men, and inſtead of running 
“% about like thoſe that recruit, and are upon 
u the watch for young fellows, he kept cloſe. 
© One of his comrades went out from time to- 
&« time, and as foon as he came in ſpoke to him 
« privately. This humour was carried on till 
&« this day, without my troubling myſelf about 
& jt, becauſe he paid me very well. | 
„ About an hour ago, Madam, this pre- 
4 tended Captain warming himſelf at the 
& kitchen fire, ſaid aloud to one of his ſervants: 
© Go, and tell that young man whom you ſee 
coming out of that houſe, chere is one here- 
© would ſpeak a word with him. Mr. Brunet” 
© (for it is by that name Mielicourt went at the 
© Caſtle) came in a minute. The poor lad: 
© little thought of what was preparing for him. 
« Before he entered the inn, the officer whiſ- 
& pered in my ear: © You are going to ſee a 
_ © little buſtle, landlord,” fays he, can you: 
© gueſs who that young man is that I have ſent 
for? © No truly,” anſwered I, ſurpriſed,, 
I know: him, he does buſineſs for our Lord, 
« and every body gives him a good word. 
* What! is there any thing bad againſt him 2 
© weall love him.“ * I believe you, ſays the: 
< officer, and tis becauſe he is belgved elſe- 
K 4 where 
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where we are going to take him away. I 
give you warning in caſe he ſhould pretend to 
reſiſt, to be quiet: He is ſon to MH. de —, 
Counſellor in the Parliament of M-—, 
he is a looſe one, and went away without ſay- 
ing a word; we have been in ſearch of him ever 
fince 3 only for M. de R. Lord of Biſe, who 
knew this young'man carrying a letter to a 

Preceptor, and had often feen him at his 
father*s, we fhould not have known where he 

„The Valet de Chambre, for ſuch he was, 


„ „ „ „„ „„ „ „ „ 


> 


AV 


& had ſcarce pronounced theſe words, but the 


4 young man came; he inſtantly knew his fa- 
*<c ther's ſervant, and turned as pale as Geath. 
Come, Sir; ſays the Valet de Chambre, take 
courage, there is no harm; I am glad we 
have found you; you muſt go along with us, 


your father expects you.“ During this diſ- 


©: courfe the poor boy would have eſcaped; but 
<< ſeeing himſelf collared, fought like a dragon, 
<< though the number over-powered him, and 
in ſpite of his efforts, they put him into a 
«6 chaiſe ready for that purpoſe. "They have 
0 force been-pone ent.. 
'© Bretigny was ſo aſtoniſhed at this news, that 
„ ſhe went away without anſwering one ſingle 
word. As ſoon as we were got by ourſelves, 
+© ſhe ſqueezed me by the hand, and began tp 
'© cry bitterly. I joined in the chorus very ſin- 
cerely : this poor woman embraced me with 
affection, imagining my tears to be the effect 
of my compaſſion. She gave me my leſſon 
as we went along, what I was to ſay When 


The Fortunate Country Maid. abr 


© we'came'to t Ye Cattle, leſt when they ſhould . 
know this adventure, it ſhould appear that we. 
, had, any ſort of concern in it. 

©'Three dais after this cruel accident, ſpent, 
as you may Well believe, in tears, my mother 
brought me hither: I was received with a 
great deal of kindnefs and friendſhip. No ar- 
tifice was left untried to induce me to take 
the veil © The ſorrowful air T had not yet laid. 
aſide, into the cauſe of which they did not 
penetrate, gave room without doubt to. think 
[ had no relith. for the cloyſter: this was too 
contrary to the intereſts of the houſe; by rea- 
ſon of the portion they expected with me, 
not to uſe their utmoſt efforts to niake me 
change my mind. Liberty is a Aa” 
thing, I was entirely left to myſelf ; not be- 
ing ſuſpected of any intrigue; TI went, when: 
T would, into the parlour, they never followed 
me, nor hearkened after what I ſaid. Bretrgny 
would often come to cry wich me; ſhe told 
me ſhe intended to go to M to get ſome 
tidings of her beloved pilgrim. © Alas ! little 
did the know with what impatience 1 Fighed® 
to hear from the dear man: 
One day as | was walking by myſelf in the- 
© garden with a book, that precious book I 
© mentioned in the beginning of my ſtory, and 
which I ſo much valued becauſe it belonged: 
© to my lover, the Nun, who waited: at the. 
2 turn, came and told me, there was an officer, 
© who called himſelf my relation, waited for me- 
© in the parlour : : This news ſtartled me; I did: 
* . 8 not ; 
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© not know who this could be, unleſs it were 
I flew 


© ſomebody who came from my lover. I 
to the parlour ; ſcarce was I entered, when 
< the ſound of a well known and much-loved 


voice, ſwift as lightning reached my heart. 


© Is it you ther ? fad I to him, © ls it you? 


I ha@ not power to fay any more. Drawing 
4 near, I gave him my hand through the grate, 
© he took it, he moiſtened it with his tears, 
© he hurt me, he knelt down, he cried, he 
© talked, and all this without my being at all 
© ſenſible of the matter.” h 


The Nun was at this part of the tory, when 


ſomebody came and interrupted her, to tell us 
they were in the refectory; we got up and 
agreed to return to my chamber after dinner was 
over. . 

J will not deſeribe to you the modeſt, quiet 
manner, in which thirty of thoſe holy women 
devoutly made their meal. I was taken up 
with weighty cares, and if I had been obliged 
to give you an account of a pious lecture, that 
was then made, it would have very much puz- 
2led me. The Superior rang a bell that was 


over her head; every body roſe from table, 


grace was ſaid; St. Agnes and I returned to my 
chamber, where ſhe reſumed her ſtory. 


As ſoon as I was recovered from the diſ- 


© order, into which the fight of my lover had 
« thrown me, I wanted to know, to what 
lucky accident I owed ſo charming apleaſure, 
© and after what manner he had made his eſcape 
« from his father's houſe. Could you one 
_ *%. moment doubt,” cried he, ſo _— in 

S love 
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« love as I am; that!! ſhould nor find an op- 


* portunity 6f returning to you, ſuppoſing even 


things had not taking the fortunate turn they 
«© O. have 7 Nothing can ever ſhake my con- 
% ſtancy, if you continue in the ſame ſenti- 
& ments. Can you doubt it, ungrateful 
6 man?” ſays 1; the tears I have ſhed in your 
abſence, and the alteration you may eafily 
© perceive in me, are but too ſure proofs.” 
& Melicourt, tranſported with this acknowledg- 
© ment, at which, however, he ought not to- 
© have been much ſurpriſed, expreſſed” his fenti- 
* ments for me in the tendereſt manner; I en- 
© quired' into. the moſt minute circumſtances of 
© what had befallen him, ever ſince the moment 
he was forced from me. I began by imparting 
© to him the preſent ſituation of my affairs: 
We ſhall put an end to them,“ replied he, 
« if you will enter into the lawful meaſures I 
« ſhalf propoſe to you; but in order. to prepare 
“you for it, I muſt give you an exact detail of 
4 all that has happened to me ſince L ſa you. 
«© Yow: have no room to doubt, lovely Hi 
«© notte, continued Melicourt, of the anguiſh: 


„ that ſeized my ſoul, when I ſaw myſelf 


taken; I wearied all thoſe that had a hand in. 


< carrying me off. The Valet ds Chambre- . 


„ curſed a thouſand. times the commiſſion he: 
had undertaken: In reality, he had enough. 
Ito do; and if it had not been for the pre- 
© caution they took, and the conſtant watch: 
© they kept over me, I ſhould have abandoned 


** myſelf to all the exceſs of my paſſion.. In, 


0 this condition L arrived at my father s houſo ;. 


* te 
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<< they gave him an account of all my extra- 
c vagancies, of my refuſing to take any ſufte- / 
<*. nance 3 on this conſideration, he changed the 
conduct he had propoſed to himſelf in my 
<< regard, and, inſtead of the chaſtiſement he 
ce intended for me, treated me with great lenity; 
nothing would appeaſe me: Is there any 
conſolation for a perſon truly in love? All 
“ this complaifance was to no purpoſe, I was 
© determined not to eat till I was at liberty, all 
**, poffible endeavours were thought of to com- 
s pel me to it. I perſevered i in this frenzy, and 
« after laying four days in continual tranſports - 
© of: paſſion, on the ſeventh I was ſeized with 
*5. 2a-tever.” 
© Here I interrupted Melicourt, to let "= 
© know how ſenſible I was of theſe proofs of 
© his love; he was touched with the marks of 
my tenderneſs, and thus reſumed his diſcourſe. 
& When my father found the thing to be 
40 ſerious (for he al ways imagined that under- 
s hand they brought me victuals), he came to 
*© me, the better to clear up his doubts; the 
< condition in which he found me, ftartled 
5 him extremely; nothing leſs than my life 
<6 was at ſtake; this was evident, and he was 
« very ſenſibly affected; taking me by the 
« hand, he awakened me from * doſing into 
* which the violence of my illneſs had thrown 
me, gave me his word of honour, if I would 
4c admit of ſome aſſiſtance for. the re- eſtabliſh- 
<< ment of my health, he would leave me quite 
<<. at liberty to go where I pleaſed. I could de- 
* * upon his word; his favourable promiſes 
induced 
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induced me, in my turn, to be governied, 

and become all obedience. In order to give 
him the Rrſt proofs of it, I took ſome broth 
before him; the houſe rung with joy at this 
change in me: My mother ceaſed to cry, 
whoſe continual tears could never induce my 
father to what I deſired: She came to my 


bed-fide, and embraced me with the moſt 


lively tranſports, eonfirming to me what my 
father had ſaid, and added on her ſide all that 
could contribute to my entire ſatisfaction. 
But all her tenderneſs had like to have been 
to no purpoſe: The many days I had been 
without taking any thing "had ſo inflamed my 
habit of body, and ruined my ſtomach, it 
would retain. Ron, ! and I lay t two days at 
death's door. 

46% The extremity to which I was reduced,” 
ſoon put an end to the joy they had conceived ' 
of my recovery: Tears and apprehenſions 
ſucceeded in its place; my mother never 


went from my bed - ſide; however througn 
their care and affiduity I recovered by degrees, 


and a fortnight aſter they Judged me out of 
danger. 

« When 1 found myſelf in a comin to 
talk, my mother behaved herſelf in ſuck a a 
manner as to gain my confidence, by tenderly ' 


complying with me on all occaſions; I made 


her acquainted with the ſituation my heart 
was in; and you are ſenſible; dear Minette, 


* that could not be without betraying your ſe- | 


cret, for which I aſk you a million of 


« dons but I * it 1 indiſreton, f 


* 


0 * ta forward the point had propoſes 

<< to. myſelf, My mother heard your hiſtory 
<« with.aftonifhment, the went directiy and told 
« it my father, whoſe furpriſe was ſtill greater; 
© he would be fatisfied of all theſe particulars 
<« from. my own mouth, I made him maſter of 
<< the whole affair you had imparted to me, as 
<< well as I could: He promiſed to take it into 
ce his ſerious. conſideration; he faid you had 
<« equity on your. fide, and if there could be 
ce the leaft proof of your birth, he gave his 
< conſent to our union, and that he would. 
C afford me his affiſtance for the 2 
<« of all my deſigns. | 
<< Imagine my joy, . adorable Minette, upon 
„ this promiſe coming from ſuch a worthy 
6 father, whoſe weight and authority were ſure 
«c-warrants pf its ſucceſs; I would have thrown: 
„ myſelf at his feet, he with-held me, and. 
cc prevented ĩt; the ardent delire I. had of ſee- 
<< ing you again, and bringing you theſe good 
© tidings, ſoon reſtored me to a perfect ſtate of 
« health. 
In the mean time, my father, who had: 
C not forgot his promiſe, did not permit me to 
« languiſh:: He told me the law was on our. 
« fide, O charming Minette, and that the 
© proofs: which I alledged were ſufficient for 

«© you to be loudly grecinimed wh daughter of 
*% Aer de „ that all we had to fear 
«© vas, that being in the power of your parents, 

4 nobody would care to eſpouſe your intereſt. 
& L aſleed him his advice thereon, and his 
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« my place, he would purſue it with the utmoſt. 


« vigour and reſolution, Theſe words were 
« as, ſo. many oracles to me, and I knee how 
&« to expound them. I gained a Chaplain to 


« my intereſt, WhO had been formerly my 


<« tutor; 1 communicated- te him my deſigns, ' 


<« hinting at the ſame time to him the tacit 


_ << conſent my father had expreſſed: to me; ac- 


* 


„ quainting him likewiſe of how much con- 


4 ſequence it was to expedite- this affair; this 
6c man, Who had the care of my ed 4 4 


« and who knows, perhaps, better than I the 
et views of him who gave me life, has protnifed 
ce me his aſſiſtance, and has all the kind diſ- 


s politions in my regard I can deſire: Having 


«taken theſe: meaſures, I came away im- 


s mediately: Judge of my deſpair, upon 
« miſſing you at the place where I had lefti you; 


I ſpent three days in purſuit of you, til I 


found you here. 


„At preſent it is your turn, my dear 
„Ainatte, to give me a proof of the affection 


« with which you have ſo often flattered: me; 


if you love me ſineerely, you'll nat heſitate 
one moment to make your eſcape, and go 


my along with me; you ſhall plight your faith. 
to me, and I will do the ſame to you on my 


% ſide ; from thence-I will conduct you: to my 


4. father's, who will inſtruct us in taking the , 
proper meaſures. our preſent circumſtances. 


©. require; Yow'll find A ſecond mother C =” 


affectionate, and more indulgent than her 
. who:has abandoned you to your ill ſtars; in 
es ** a word, 
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Da word, O Minette, 70 will edinglete my 


= happineſs F 21 511) 
At this place Meli court Goppel and fixed” 
his eyes tenderly upon me, expecting my 
anſwer: I remained thoughtful for a long 
while, an extreme perplexity agitated my 


£ 4 # 
N 
« 


mind; what torments one ſuffers on ſuch. 


Scexfings #: I was doubtful, and could not de- 


termine with myſelf: My lover eaſily per- 


ceived my incertitude'; he continued 'to lay 


before me the moſt moving and moſt powerful 
reaſons : The better to perſuade me, he re- 


called to my remembrance the ſituation in 
which I was placed, by my parents ſlender 


regard, ſo different from what my birth, and 


the ties of blood required: He did not forget 


to make me ſenſible that I was a victim they 
were ſacrificing to'a ſordid intereſt, they had 
then in view; in one word, that I was Joſt if 


J did not take a vigorous refolution 3 that I 


ſhould be obliged very ſhortly-to- tale the 


veil, that my profeſſion would enſue, and that 


once done there was no longer any hopes. 


He ſaid a great deal more equally convincing, 
making me clearly ſee the barbarity there was, 
in rendering \me' unhappy, for the ſake of a 


ſiſter, who ought to be no dearer than myſelf; 


this determined me. © Retire,” my ſhepherd,” 
faid I to him, I fear they will 7 miſtruſt ſo 


3 


long 2 converſation; be here again to- mor- 


row eat this time, I promiſe you an anſwer, 
and 1 fancy you will not ny mung 8 8 
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I returned to the houſe in an agitation eaſily 
to be conceived: The averſion 1 had to the 
cloyſter inclined me joyfully to embrace the 
honourable means propoſed to me for quit- 
ting it; but on the other fide, I judged the 
ſtep ſo dangerous, I could not come to a re- 
ſolution. Notwithſtanding my low educa» 
tion, blood ſupplied, its deficiency, and my 
birth aſſerted ĩt's rights. Ithoughtit was offend; 
ing in point of honour and decency, to quit 2 
convent, where I was placed, to follow a 
voung man "blinded perhaps by his paſſion; 
The remainder. of that day, and the night 
following, I paſſed in cruel incertitude. At 
laſt love and the hatred of a convent carried 
the day; I believed myſelf excuſeable as to thoſe 
who had given me life, ſince they not only 
diſclaimed me as their daughter, but treated 
me with unparalleled ſeverity. After weighs 

theſe conſiderations, 1 inclined to the de 
= called me to happineſs 3. the advantages 
that were propoſed, appeared to me to be ſolid; 
I had a father and mother, who refuſed to let | 
me call them by that name ; I found others 
who embraced that title, without any merits 
on my fide; I took no notice to myſelf that if 
was the huſband alone prevailed ; be it as it 
will, I entirely delivered myſelf up to theſe 
pleaſing ideas, and thought of nothing but by 
what means I could get out of the fatal con- 


vent with the greateſt privacy. © 
What cannot love effect? Difficult as 5 


was to make my eſcape without being di 
Covered, this did not perplex me ; an ex- 


pedient 
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anſwer: I remained thoughtful for a long 


ceived my incertitude'; he continued 'to lay 


called to my remembrance the ſituation in 


were ſacrificing to a ſordid intereſt they had 
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© ſiſter, who ought to be no dearer than myſelf; 


long à converſation; be here again to- mor- 
© row at this time, I promiſe you an anſwer, 
and I fancy you W 18 not 15 diſſatisfied witch 
© it tf} 89] 7 | 0845-01 
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At this place Mili court | lopped, and fone” 
* his eyes tenderly. upon me, expecting my 


while, an extreme perplexity agitated my 
mind; what torments one ſuffers on ſuch 
occaſions 1: I was doubtful, and could not de- 
termine with myſelf: My lover eaſily per- 


before me the moſt moving and moſt powerful 
reaſons: The better to perſuade me, he re- 


which I was placed, by my parents ſlender 
regard, ſo different from what my birth, and 

the ties of blood required: He did not forget 
to make me ſenſible that I was a victim they 


then in view; in one word, that I was loſt if 
I did not take a vigorous refolution 3 that I 
ſhould be obliged very ſhortly to take the 
veil, that my profeſſion would enſue, and that 
once done there was no longer any hopes. 
He ſaid a great deal more equaliy convincing, 
making me clearly ſee the barbarity there was, 
© in rendering me unhappy, for the fake of a 


© this determined me. © Retire,” my ſhepherd,” 
© faid I to him, I fear they will miſtruſt ſo 
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I returned to the houſe in an agitation eaſily 
to be conceived : The averſion 1 had to the 
cloyſter inclined me joyfully to embrace the 
honourable means propoſed to me for quit- 
ting it; but on the other fide, I judged the 
ſteß ſo dangerous, could not come to a re- 
ſolution. Notwithſtanding my low educa» - 


tion, blood ſupplied. its deficiency, and my 


birth aſſerted it Srights. Ithought it was offend> 
ing in point of honour and dece ency, to quit a 
convent, where I was placed, to follow 2 
voung man blinded perhaps by his paſſion; 
The - remainder. of that day, and the night 
following, J paſſed in cruel incertitude. At 
laſt love and the hatred of a convent carried 
the day; I believed myſelf excuſeable as to thoſe 
who had given me life, ſince they not only 
diſclaimed me as their daughter, but treated 
* with inparalleled ſeverity. After weigh» 
theſe conſiderations, I inclined to the de 
that called me to happineſs 3, the advantages 
that were propoſed, appeared to me to be ſolid; 
I had a father and mother, who refuted to let | 
me call them by that name ; I found others 
who embraced that title, without any merits 
on my fide; I took no notice to myſelf that if 
was the huſband alone prevailed ; be it as it 
will, I entirely delivered myſelf up to theſe 
plealing ideas, and thought of nothing but by 
what means I could get out of the fatal con- 
vent with the greateſt privacy. © 
* What cannot love effect ? Difficult as 5 
was to make my eſcape without being di 


covered, this did not perplex me; an ex- 
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* pedient occurred preſently, and ſeemed to 
? dente, ſucceſs. I had taken a fancy to the 
© Portreſs, ſhe was merry and good natured, 
* and her empleyment engaged her in various 
© affairs; I ſeldom quitted her, and enjoyed the 
company of all thoſe who went backwards 
and forwards to the turn, as well as the news 
that was ſtirring; I often took an oppor- 
tunity of anſwering for the Portreſs, and to be 
with her when ſhe opened the gates, as 
often as the affairs of the houſe required 
it. Ie | 
© The keys of the incloſure were hung up 
in the parlour; the grate opened upon the 
outward Portreſs's room ; it often happened 
that I was alone at the door, I was perfectly 
well acquainted with all the ways about the 
| houſe, and it was upon this idea I formed 
my meaſures, _. | 
© Melicorrt was punQual to his appointment, 
I communicated my thoughts to him; he he- 
ſitated upon the apprehenſion he had of my being 
ſurpriſed in the execution of my deſign, in 
which caſe we ſhould never have had the like 
opportunity again, or elſe I ſhould run a riſk 
of being once more removed by my parents ; 
in his opinion it was better to wait till night 
time; I convinced him how difficult that 
would be, for as foon as night came, ac- 
cording to the rule of the houſe, the Por- 
*. treſs- brought the keys of the incloſure into the 
© Superior's chamber. I bid him to be of good 
courage, and ſhewed him that provided he 
© had his chaiſe in readineſs at ſome — 
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© the convent gate, and he could depend upon 
© his horſes, it would be eaſy for me to jump 
© into the vehicle; and being once got into a 
© village, there would be no danger of our 
© being ſtopped, although they were to ſee me 
in the very inſtant of my flight; that the only 
critical moment was the opening the 
gate; but ſince I was once determined, I 
© ſhould take my meaſures fo juſtly in ſo 
« favourable a time, as not to be ſurpriſed 
© in the fact. Adelirourtragreed with me on the 
* feaſableneſs of this enterpriſe ; he was charmed 
with it; having ſettled all that was to be 
© done we parted, and from that inſtant he 
held himſelf in readineſs : I never could get 
©a favourable minute, and according to our 
© agreement, the affair was put off till the 
© next day. e | 
I I paſſed that night in the moſt racking 
© anxiety of mind, nor ever went to bed : What 
* ſeemed to me fo eaſy in ſpeculation, appeared 
much more difficult in practice: What com- 
© forted me was, that I was not in the leaſt ſuſ- 
© peRted, and as I generally roſe late, I was re- 
© ſolved to execute my deſign whilſt they were 
© at Matins. Mother Portreſs was accuſtomed 
© never to miſs being preſent, and it was her 
practice, before ſhe went, to put the key of J 
the firſt door into the turn that belonged. to | 
© the outward Portrefs, that they might be able 
to do the buſineſs of the houſe; I lett the door 
* of my cell on jarr, by which mother Portreſs 
© was obliged to paſs z I heard her by the jang- 
- ling of her keys, and knew her ſtep ; _ | 
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til ſhe had lone her buſineſs, and was gone to 
choir; as ſoon as I thought ſhe was there [ 


ran to the parlour, Lou may judge of the 


joy when I ſpied the keys, I ſeized. them and 
opened the door of the incloſure: I had the 


preſence of mind to ſhut it after me, and 
carry away the keys, that L might have time 


to join my lover, having: all the reaſon in the 
world to apprehend being diſcovered by an. 
old Portreſs, who happened to be up, and- 
who had aſked twice who's there, and rang the · 
* bel}, uneaſy without doubt not to Fafa: . 
body anſwer... 
My prudence in Joeking the - wa was — A5 
ſaved me. Otherwiſe I ſhould infallibly have 
been brought back again, on account of my be- 
ing ſo long before I could get open the ſtreet 
door, which had a very c ifficult lock: I he 
Nuns were run up to a: window, ſaw my de- 
ſien, and cried out for aſſiſtance: Happily, for. 
me it was early in the morning, and nobody. 
paſſing by at that time. Melicourt upon the 
watch, as you may imagine, ran up with a 
footman to the door, and uſed all his efforts 
to force it open: Seeing him ſo near, I re- 
covered my ſpirits, and having bethought my- 
ſelf of — — uſe of another key in order to 
have the greater face i in turning that which 
was in the lock, it opened all at once; 1 
ſcreamed for joy, and threw. myſelf into Me- 
licourt” s arms, not without trembling how- 
ever from head to foot. The . Nuns, . deſpe- 
rately enraged at my flight, continued their 


af and we. could them at a diſtance 
© from 
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from the village, | We went poſt that whole 


© Jay, . without ſtopping, and lay in a: French 


c 


age OCEEDETt 1 « 


village, where we were out of danger of being 
taken. The Chaplain whom Melicourt men- 
tioned to me, waited for us in this place; and 
ſuitable to the deſign, he had given notice to 


the Curate, that he intended to ſay maſs the 


next morning by break of day. Under this 
pretext he married us, in preſence of four 


peaſants who were witneſſes, and ſigned, a 
marriage certificate (ready for that purpale); 


not ſuſpeRing the leaſt contrivance. After 


this, we ſet out with mutual ſatisfaction; for 


my part, I was extremely pleaſed to follow a 


huſband 1 loved, and glad to reconcile my in- 
clination with my duty. 


The Valet de Cl 8 was on horſeback; 5 
went betore to . —, where he appriſed 
| Monfo gr and Madame de Melicourt with what 


had happened ; the kind reception 1 found, 


made me eafily forget the mall regard my Road 


parents ſhewed me; it was nothing but 
daughter and dear daughter at every word; 


the whole Houſe adored me, and T had all 3 


reaſon imaginable to bleſs my lot: but alas! 
how cruel are the turns of fortune! this 
proved but a ſhort calm that was ſoon to be 
followed by a dreadful ſtorm. Ah! I cannot 
reflect on it without being ſeized with horror, 
Monſieur de Melicrurt, who wilhed neverthe- 
leſs it might be made appear who I was, find- 
ing conſiderable advantages in my alliance, by 
reaſon of the large eſtate that devolved to me; 
in cafe it came to be eren, he having 
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© but a ſmall one, regulated my affairs, and 
© from the inſtructions I had given him, drew 
© up his remonſtrance, corroborated with unde- 
© niable teſtimonies. He had been with the 
gardener and his wife, at whofe houſe I had 
deen brought up as their daughter: In order 
not to alarm theſe poor people, he pretended 
he eame from Madame de ——, and the more 
eaſily to impoſe upon them, gave them ſome 
money as an extraordinary reward for the 
care they had taker: of me: During the con- 
verſation he had with them on this ſubjeR, 
two indifferent witneffes, very creditable per- 
' ſons, were prepared and placed for that pur- 
poſe. My pretended parents, who miſtruſted 
nothing, and looked on Mon ſieur de Melicourt 
as a ſteward to Monſirur and Madame de ——, 
made no myſtery of an affair, with which he 
ſeemed fo well acquainted; in fine, he was 
perfectly ſatisfied with his journey A his 
nicety in doing every thing according to form, 
1 3 Nettrew off 8 maſk, — ſoon as 
he had got what he deſired out of theſe people, 
he forgot the character of le ward, and aſſumed 
the commiſſioner, obliged them to ſign an 
acknowledgment, purporting that I was none 
of their daughter, but the daughter of Ma- 
dame de ==, The gardener, upon this, 
as well as his wife, gueſſed they had been 
pumping the ſecret out of them; and fearing 
. mother ſhould expreſs her reſentment 
againſt 
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6: them for it, they were no ſooner at 

© liberty, but they ran to acquaint her: The 

© uncertainty my father was in on account of 
* 
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« my flight, and who was underhand making 
« ſtrict enquiry after me, cleared up on the 
« cardener*s relation; he ſoon learned the ſequel 
of the adventure, and the name of my pro- 
© tetors, The buſineſs appeared to him of too 
© much moment to admit of any delay; he im- 
© mediately took poſt and went to Court to 
prevent any ill conſequences that might ariſe 
© from it. | a | 

© In the mean time my huſband's father, 
© having ſettled my affairs, ſent me with his 
© ſon to an eſtate at two leagues diftance from 
© him; as he thought proper to conceal our 
© marriage, and not Nen it till he was obliged, 
© he apprehended the town was too public, 
© Since he eſpouſed my intereſt, it is not for me 
© to determine, whether he pitched upon wrong 
© methods, but if I may judge of it from the con- 
© ſequences, he could not have ated more 
© cruelly ; perhaps a different conduct in him 
might have reſcued both Melicourt and myſelf 
from ſo hard a fate! But what do I fay, 
© where is the place that is out of reach of 
© Sovereign power! 3 | 

One night as we lay quietly aſleep, we were 
© awakened by our ſervants, who came ruſhin 
into our chamber all in tears: © AhP? ld 
© they, © with what misfortunes. are we all 
<. threatened ? The Caſtle. is filled with martial- 
men, and he that heads them, ſays he is come 
in the King's name.” Whilſt they were 
* laying this, in came two Exempis; both of 
t them ſignified their orders to us; my dear 
© huſband would have defended himſelf, but alas! 
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c what copies he do againſt twenty. =! For 
© my part, I did nothing but ſcream moſt dread- 
© fully, bemoan myſelf and cry, but nothing 
could mollify theſe barbarians ; they forced us 
© aſunder. I don't know what they did with 
© my huſband: They brought me hither, where 
c the firit thing J ſaw was my father and mother; 
© rage in his countenance, and her eyes drowned 
© in, tears: © Well huſly,” . fays my father 
© ſfternly to me, © does it become you to con- 
ce ſpire againſt thoſe who have raiſed you from 
16 nothing ? to have recourſe to calumny for 
<« ſetting yourſelf at liberty, and'getting a huſ- 
te band ? Vou have but two things to reſolve 
te on, ſorry wretch, either to take the habit to- 
on morrow, or periſh.” . Saying, this, he held up. 
© his hand at me. Mind what 1 ſay to you; 
« if in two days you don't aſk to be received a 
« Nun; or if, as you have already done, you. 
<<. pretend to prate, expect no longer to find in 
«me a protector, but an executioner.” With 
© theſe words, he led me to the door of the in- 
© cloſure, whiſpered the Abbeſs, and retired. » 
I won't repeat to you all the vexations and 
c reproaches 1 had to ſuffer from the Superior; 
© enraged at me at the trick ] had played her, 
* inrunning away from her houſe, ſhe was inceſ- 

- © ſantly, tormenting me, and for ever telling me, 
© the beſt thing for me was blind obedience ; 
© that Monſicur de —— had no mercy, and that 
+ 2s ſoon. as 1 had taken the veil, it behoved me 

© to behave in ſuch a manner as to forget my 

© former life. I paſſed that night and the day 

« following in affliction, and on the third I en- 


© tered into my noviceſhip. 
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© | cannot tell, my dear Miſs,” continued 
Saint Agnes (for that was the name of this 
| amiable perſon), what has happened ſince 
that time, nor what is become of Mielicourt; 
all I know for certain, to my ſorrow, is, 

that at the expiration of the year; my father 
© (whom I ought not to call by that name, on 
account of his barbarity) came here that very 
day, and ſending for me ſhut himſelf up with 
me alone, and told me in ſuch a tone, that 1 
« till ſhudder at the remembrance of it, if I 
© did not make my profeſſion the next day, or the 
day after, he would come and fetch me away, 

© having taken moſt aſſured means of ſeverely 

_ © revenging himſelf for my difobedience. | 
© In fine, what ſhall I ay to you more? This 

* cruel ſacrifice has' bound me for ever; I 
© languiſh and I ſigh: They uſe me with more 
© kindneſs, it is true, becauſe they think all is 

© over; but what ſatisfaction can be made me? 
Who can give me an equivalent for the tor- 
ments I endure ? Though | hide it from them, 
* I bear in my heart- my firſt engagement. 
* Shocking ſtate ! my profeſſion condemns theſe 
* regrets; I am miſerable for the reſt o. my 
* days, and live in the horrible doubt of my 
* eternal ſalvation.” On uttering theſe words, 
the ſorrowful St. Agnes wept moſt bitterly. 
* Spouſe of my heart,” the cried | * ſtill let me 
_ © pronounce that name ſo folemnly acquired at 
© the foot of the altar. Ah! nothing ſhall 
* ever efface thy dear image from my ſoul.” 
oighs intercepted her ſpeech. I was molt ſenſibly 
ſtruck with this fight, the circumſtances I was 
Vol. I. ES 9 8 then 
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then in, made it affect me the more, and partaks 
of her trouble; I did my utmoſt to comfort her, 
and gave her ſuch marks of my friendſhip, as to 
prevail with her ſo far as to mitigate her ſorrow, 
I was too much convinced of the ſincerity of 


the tender confidence St. Agnes placed in me, 


not to manifeſt it to her, which 1 did by diſ- 
cloſing my heart, hiding from her no part of my 


hiſtory. She was pleaſed with theſe marks of 
my ſincere attachment, and pitied my ſufferings: 


© But theſe may change, lovely Jem, con- 
tinued ſhe; © you have the pleaſure of hopes left 


- © you ſtil]: That is not my caſe; in my preſent 
© ſituation, all is loſt in this world for me: 


© Death, that puts an end to other people's 
© troubles, opens to me the door to everlaſting 


© puniſhments ; which duty muſt I comply with? 
Am I a wife, or a religious woman? What 


© do I fay? I am both at the fame time! 
„Why did not vor, fays I, © plead your mar- 
< riage to Monſieur de „when he would 


© oblige you to become a Nun ?** © Did I not?” 
| replied St. Agnes; He knew it very well. 
© What name do you think he gave our mar- 
"© riage? No better than folly and madneſs: 


« But you ovght at leaſt,” replied I, “to have 
©& proteſted againſt your profeſſion as invalid, by 


c reaſon of the conſtraint you were under.” 
Ah! how could 1?“ anſwered this poor girl; 


© all the time of my noviceſhip I never was 
© truſted out of fight: Of what uſe would it 
© have proved to me, after my profeſſion, to 
© rebel}, but to have excited their greater ſeverity 
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The ſeverity of Se. Agnes lot appeared very 


plain to me: Her misfortunes ſo united me to 
her, and we became ſo intimate, as ſcarce ever 
to leave each other: our mutual confidence 
proved of great conſolation to me; but I was 
ſoon deprived of this relief, and I ſhortly ex- 
perienced that fortune was not weary of per- 
ſecuting me. = 
Notwithſtanding one ought not to have any 
faith in a thouſand little ſuperſtitions that are 
apt to ereep into young people's minds, yet I 
could not help being ſtruck with a dream I had 
at that time, and which has proved the preſage 
of what ſince befel me. . 1 

One of the boarders, called Renneville, the 
youngeſt of ſeven ſiſters, whoſe mother had mar- 
ried a young man of no fortune in ſecond mar- 
Triage, could not bring herſelf to the way of 
living in thoſe religious houſes: on this conſi- 
deration, from her mortal averſion to the mo- 
naſtery, ſhe had taken it into her head that ſhe 
was not to ſtay there. Her inclination for mar- 
riage carried her imagination into the wide 
world, and being of a very lively temper, ſhe 
had recourſe to practices, which an ignorant 
pride has deviſed for prying into futurity. 
St. Agnes and I were mightily diverted with 
the girl's company; ſhe generally making one 
in our little parties of pleaſure: without repoſing 
an entire confidence in her, we were very inti- | 
mate, particularly as to our averſion to the 
cloyſter; our diſcourſe frequently ran upon the 
means, though very chimerical ones, of obtain- 
ing our liberty, and ſcarce a day paſſed but 
e L 2 Renneville. 
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 Renneville amuſed us with ſome new diſcovery 
relating to it. Though cards were expreſſy 
forbid, ſhe was miſtreſs. of a pack which ſhe 
conſulted daily, and would fain perſuade us, in- 
formed her of what was to happen. Beſides this, 

| ſhe imagined herſelf miſtreſs of ſome ſecrets with 
regard to dreams, by which ſhe could draw ſure 
concluſions concerning futurity. Though Sr. 
Agnes and I were above ſuch nonſenſical follies, 
nevertheleſs we often amuſed ourſelves at her 
expence; every morning ſhe was ſure to tell us 
what dream ſhe had the preceding night; then 
_ ſhe obliged us to tell ours, all which ſhe imme- 
diately explained according to her rules: but 
when we had a mind to vex her, which was as 
often as we were tired of her company, it was 
ſufficient to declare, we did not believe a word 
| the ſaid: nothing to her could be more morti- 

Fying. ON WY: 

* One evening as St. Agnes and I were muſing 
dy my fire-fide, de Renneuille entered the room 
with an air that would have ſuited the moſt joy- 
ful tidings; Now at leaſt,” cried ſhe em- 
bracing us, you ll no longer ſay I am mad; 
* here is an infallible ſecret to know our ſeveral 
< fortunes by dreams: how glad am I?” con- 
tinued ſhe clapping her hands for joy. Her 
' tranſport ſet us a laughing. Nay, it's no 
jeſting matter, added ſhe; © when you 
« know the method, wou'll be overjoyed, Il 
« lay a wager, here,” ſays ſhe, pulling a book 
out of her pocket, here it is; ay, and in 
„ print too; 'I leave you to judge now if 

there can be any doubt of it,” — 

e ODOR 
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hook and found it to bea Treatz/eof Dreams andtheir 
Significations, with. the Art of procuring them. 
There were ſeveral methods laid down; 1 ſhalt 
relate one, which to,oblige her we were forced 
to employ. - It was required to be twice twenty 
four hours without any ſupper, and the third day 
not to eat any dinner, taking no other nouriſh- 
ment at night than a cake made with half a 
pound of flour without any ſalt, and inſtead of 
butter, worked up with the greaſe of a black 
hen and ruin , 
The black hen made a deep impreſſion on de 
Renneville, inſomuch that ſhe warranted the 
ſecret infallible: a trial we were to make, and 
we three on different days, feigned ſome indiſ- 
poſition or other, to be excuſed from appearing 
in the refectory. St. Agnes was firſt initiated 
in the myſtery, and had, as ſne aſſured us, the 
next morning, à very extraordinary dream. 
% There's for you #”* cried de Renneville, ad- 
dreſſing herſelf to me. Very well, anſwered 
I, © but let us hear the reſt.” De Renneuille 
looked very ſimply, when St. Agnes added, that 
indeed ſhe had dreamt very ſtrangely all night 
long; but when ſhe waked, ſhe could not re- 
collect a ſingle cireumſtance. This would have 
cured me of any curioſity, but there was no 
quiet, till 1 conſented to try the experiment: 
St. Agnes was blamed for having drank twice 
after the cake, whereas, according to what was 
expreſly ſpecified, - it ought to have been but 
ance: Care was taken that I complied to a tittle 
| 2 LA I did 


ry 
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I did not uſually dream; nevertheleſs, whether 
my imagination was more than commonly agi- 
tated, as I am apt to believe, or that the ſecret 
really had it's effect, that very night 1 had a 
dream which I ſhall never forget as long as I 
le. It was ſo uniform, and ſo very particular, 
that I cannot forbear relating it: Reaſon con- 
vinces me, that it was entirely accidental; 
nevertheleſs, it tallied very exactly with what has 
ſince happened, © | 

Methought I had left the monaſtery, and was- 
got into a troubleſome” road full of thorns and 
briars; the difficulty I found' in advancing, 
made me Jook nant M about for' a better way. 
A path, which appeared at ſome diſtance 
through the openings of a hedge, made me very 
deſirous to reach it, though all my endeavours 
were in vain, for the farther I advanced, the 
more I found myſelf entangled ; but ſtill I was not 
diſcouraged; the hopes of arriving at the path, 
making me flight all obſtacles ; nevertheleſs 1 
could not have ſurmounted them, had not 2 
ſtranger pointed out a paſſage which brought me 
directly to him. I had no ſooner arrived, but 
he began to lead the way, looking back from 
time to time and ſmiling upon me: He was 
dreſſed in black, with a countenance fo 
pleaſing, that I followed him with great con- 


We had walked thus about a mile, when we 
came to a large ſtream dividing the path in two; 
there was no coming to the other fide, with- 
out paſſing the water, from which my natural 
apprehenſion of that element prevented me. . | 

u 
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But this was no hindrance to the ſtranger, 
who ſeemed to walk on. the water's ſurface, 
and, reaching the farther fide, invited me to 
follow his example; but the fear of being 
drowned ftill prevailed. I went up the bank 
in order to find it paſſable above, but to my 
great ſuipriſe found. it wider and wider. Upon 
this I returned, and began to think. of venturing 
over, to which the ſtranger invited me with the 
moſt alluring geſtures ; when I heard a voice in 
the air crying. out, Jane, Jane, take care; if 
you paſsthe torrent, you'll be devoured bya monſ/ter 
Looking up I faw in a cloud, which was flying 
away, a woman with a majeſtic countenance, 
ſeated as it were on the ſtern of a ſhip, adorned 
with ſeveral ftreamers waving in the wind, on 
which appeared the following words: Mitbout 
virtue no one can arrive at their port. But in a 
moment the whole pageant was loſt in the 
clouds. 2 : 

I caſt a melancholy look on the ſtream ; the 
ſtranger redoubled his importunities for me to- 
follow him; but, reflecting on what. J had ſeen 
and heard, I returned very haſtily the way 1 
came ; I was curious,. through apprehenſion of 
being purſued,: to look behind me : But,. what 
a ſurprize! what a change ] the ſtranger was be- 
come a hideous monſter, in full purſuit to de- 
vour me! Fear gave me unuſual ſpeed. & 

Being now at a conſiderable diſtance, and, 
as I imagined, out of danger, I once more 
looked back towards the fatal place ; inſtead of 
the ſtream, there appeared a black thick miſt, 
ſending forth a peſtiferous vapour; through the 

L L. 4. clouds,, 
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clouds, every moment darted out ſudden flaſhes - 


of lightning, followed by inceſſant burſts of 


thunder, infomuch that I fled with the utmoſt. 


precipitancy from fo terrifying a ſcene. 


As I advanced, I found the path gradually en- 


larged itſelf ; it brought me to a_ delightful 
meadow, enamelled with a thouſand beautiful 
flowers, the point of view terminated in a magni- 


ficent palace, whoſe ſtruQure appeared to be in 
Heaven be praiſed, ſaid J to 
myſelf, here at leaſt my troubles will end; this 
palace is certainly inhabited, and I may poſſibly 
gain admittance ; with this hope I advanced to- 

Wards the building, but was infinitely ſurpriſed . 
in arriving at it to find no gate, though I looked 


the grand taſte. 


earneſtly on all fides. Night came on, the furi- 


ous monſter,' I had fo lately ſeen, alarmed me 
cruelly : I ſhall certainly be devoured, ſaid I to 


myſelf:. Upon this reflection I burſt into tears. 


Whilſt I was ſinking under this perplexity, 


there came and fawned upon me a lamb, whoſe 
fleece ſurpa | 
lands of flowers were tied about him with 
curious ribbons. He played round me ſo 


prettily, that I could not forbear returning him 


his careſſes, which ſeemed very pleaſing to him; 
but I was not a little ſurpriſed to hear him ſpeak to 
me in the following manner : Follow me, Jenny ; 


PII conduct you to a palace where happineſs at- 


tends you. Alas | anſwered l, my pretty lamb, 
how can that be (thinking he meant that which 
was before us), I ſought a long time in vain to 
find the door: Fo/law me, continued the lamb, 
Fil. few youonepreſently. I complied, but was * 


fled the new - fallen ſnow ; little gar- | 
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eaſy to * we paſſed by the palace I had. ad- | 

mired ſo much. 

A pile of building, which I had not obſerved; 
was at a ſmall diſtance, but as frightful as 122 
other was charming; its walls were black and 
hideous; the entrance enormouſly wide, 
through which crouds of people were conti- 

nually hurrying in, but few or none, at leaſt 
that I could diſcern, ever returned. Struck at Xe. 
what I ſaw, I ſtopped ſhort, The lamb re- 
newed his careſſes to engage me to advance; 

J anſwered to what he alledged' to prevail. on 
me, that we had paſſed by the palace where A 
defired to be introduced. | 

Finding he could not ſucceed, he roſe up an - 
end, ſaying, Since fair means will not pre- 
vail, thou ſhalt know what Tam. In an inſtant 
his fleece was changed into a rough ſad-co- 
loured hair, his eyes rolling with fury. Let any 
one imagine the terror which ſeized me, when 1 
beheld the ſame monſter which had purſued, 

me before He flew, at me, and my outeries 

echoed on all ſides.” 

1 was on the point of falling 2 prey to ien 
. — a ſhrill diſtinct voice put a ſtop to his fury: 

od, fatal enemy, it ſaid, e refuſel 6 
her e to Rn thy ag ind hap . 
farther power : Be gone, O vice; this trial fu uf. | 
Aces, for the future my palace ſhall be her refuge. 

ſe words pronounced, the ſame deity I had 

ſeen before in the air, appeared again, covering 

her face that ſhe might not behold ſo horrid 4 

monſter. Giving me her hand, ſhe fo led me 

to the bn much wiſhed-for palace: We entered 
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by a ſteep narrow ſtair- caſe, which I had not 
diſcovered, and which brought us to a ſpacious 
temple, inſpiring j joy and content in all that en- 
| tered. In it was placed the throne of virtue, 
ſurrounded by a mall though ſelect and noble 
attendance. Notwithſtanding the ſolid pleaſures 
Which reigned in this happy abode, ſomething, 
methought, was wanting to complete my hap- 
pineſs. But, pleaſing deluſion ! All my vows 
were . foon accompliſhed. Wiſdom, who it 
ſeemed directed the ceremonies, conducted 
me to the altar: Heavens ! what do I ſee there ? 
the Marqueſs) our hands are united; my 
ſoul, unable to bear ſuch an extacy, dies away 
mae ſtarted out of my ſleep. . 
This dream made ſuch an / impreſſion on my 
mind, that I ſpent two hours in reflecting on 
it, Saint Agn es and A, Renneville ſurpriſed me 
in my 9 ; ll lay a wager,” cried 
the latter, you have dreamed of ſomething, 
„ and have not forgot it. As I was unwilling 1 
to make her acquainted with what had aſſed, 1 | 
pretended” the ſame excuſe which Saint fdews 
had made, that I could remember nothing of it. YH 
« You are a couple of diſſemblers, . de 
Remeville, ** 1 ſee plainly ; the ſecret is a good 
"> Tone, and you have found the benefit of it; 20 
< you are for keeping it to yourſelves. Well,“ 
ſhe with an air of ſcorn, I'll try it my- 
| 8 ſelf, and to be even with vou, will be as re- 
& ſerved as - yourſelves.” Saying. this, ſhe 
left us, and 1 was e infupportable, | 
ber company was not at all deſired. a 
As ſoon as we were alone, [ acquainted Saint 
Agnes with my dream; 5 was ſurpriſed, wy 
told 
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told me it portended ſomething :. * You will be. 
e ijnvolved in difficulties, continued ſhe, but 
« happineſs attends you at laſt. Alas]! how- 
© far different is my, unhappy fate] no hope left, 
© nothing but continual afflictions to be ex- 
© pected ?* I endeavoured to divert the dear- 
creature, ſeeing her eyes full of tears, and in- 
order to it, made her write down my dream: 
We both of: us frequently employed ourſelves. 
in writing our adventures, which ſerved at leaſt-: 
to amuſe us. e 925 
One morning whilſt St. Agnes and I. were: 
reaſoning on the unhappy condition of a young 
woman who falls a ſacrifice to the intereſt or 
capriee of her parents, de Renneuille put a ſtop 
to our reflections, by coming to tell us that a 
young lady, who ſeemed to be overwhelmed: 
with ſorrow; was juſt arrived: © You'll find 
e the is ſome unfortunate victim; continued de- 
Renneville, one may read as much in her 
very countenance.” St. Agnes; as well as I, 
was too much affected with. what we had been 
talking of; to mind the news de Renneville- 
brought us: For my part, L little imagined how-- 
deeply I was like tobe concerned. 19 5 
De Rameville, who never ſtaid long in a. 
place, finding we were not diſpoſed to chat 
with her, preſently left us: We reſumed our 
ſubject, and St. Arnes, more diſpirited thans- 
uſual, owned very frankly ſhe could bear up no- 
longer againſt her. misfortunes. I took this op- 
portunity to adviſe her, that if that was the 
caſe, it was high time to take ſome meaſures- 
for putting an end to them; that ſomething 
FO L.& - _- ſhould: 
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ſhould be ready drawn up, which, when an op- 
portunity offered, ſhould be ſent to Monſieur de 
Melicourt, who had already exerted himſelf in 
her behalf. This advice gave her new life, ſhe 
defired me to write a memorial of what had 
paſſed : To this ſhe ſubjoined a proteſtation 
againſt her vows; a fortunate precaution, as it 
afterwards proved, though I then little thought 
of being employed in the affair, or that we were 
on the point of being ſeparated from each 
other. . 

Juſt as St. Agnes had made up the packet, the 
bell rung to go to the refetory: We made all 
the haſte poſſible, having been frequently re- 
primanded for coming too late. I went as uſual 
to the penſioner's table; the young lady, de 
Renneville had mentioned, was fitting there: 
She roſe out of civility when I came; but, 
Heavens ! who ſhould I fee? Let any one 
Judge of my ſurprize and aſtoniſhment. My 
heart fell a beating the moment I diſcovered one 
J had no reafon to be very fond of; in a word, 
Mademoi ſelle d Elbieux. | 

J turned pale at the reneounter, a general 
trembling ſeized me, and I fell back into a 
chair, every one running to my aſſiſtance, Nuns 
and Penſioners without exception, as I was much 
beloved, Mademoiſelle d Elbieux herſelf, among 
the reſt, not having diſcovered who I was. The 
moment ſhe looked me in the face, ſhe recol- 
lected herſelf: Good Good!” cried ſne, what 
do I ſee; *tis Jenny / who would have thought 
© it! Ah! 'tis no wonder my brother breathes 
© his laſt.” Saying this ſhe run from me as if ſhe. 

Was 
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was diſtracted, crying all the way, that I was 
a wicked creature, and the occaſion of her 


brother's being aſſaſſinated; in fine, ſhe filled 
the whole houſe with her tears and lamentations. 
But before I proceed, it will not be improper 


to touch upon the occaſion which brought 


Mademoiſelle d Elbieux to the monaſtery where 


J was placed. 

A ſervant belonging to the Chevalier d Elbieux, 
who was preſent at the rencounter, took poſt 
and acquainted the Counteſs with what had hap- 
pened. Struck with the deſperate condition her 
fon was in, ſhe reſolved to ſet out with her 
daughter in a chaiſe to come and tend him: 
But as misfortune generally follows misfortune, 
ſhe had no ſooner left her own houſe, but a 
meſſenger arrived from Paris, ſent expreſs by 


her huſband, who was under confinement on 


account of a quarrel with a perſon of quality, 
directing her to repair inſtantly to Paris, in 
order to ſolicit his diſcharge. The Counteſs was 
overwhelmed with this ſecond diſaſter, divided 
as ſhe was between her duty to the Count, and 
tender regard for her fon : In her own inclina- 
tions the ſon would have had the preference; 
but the imputation of not being upon very good 
terms with her huſband (and which would have 


been confirmed on ſuch an urgent occaſion) 


determined her to take the road for Paris. 


Mademoiſelle d' Elbieux was of the ſame opinion; 
but her tenderneſs for the Chevalier made her 
tell the Counteſs, that he ought not to be aban- 
doned whilſt his life was in ſuch imminent 


danger, and therefore obtained her conſent to g 
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to Madame. de G » Whither the Counteſs - 
could not poflibly carry her (though ſhe would 
very gladly have done it,, without loſing an: 
intire day by going ſo far out of the road; 
whereas by her huſband's orders ſhe was obliged 
to reach Paris that night. Whilſt theſe things 
were ſettling in ſuch a manner that they might 
not interfere one with another, the Counteſs be- 
thought herſelf of having been a penſioner in 
the monaſtery where I actually was, and which 
lying in her road to Paris, was a convenient 
place to ſet down her daughter, who from 
thence might go in another chaiſe to Madame de 
G 's Caſtle, which ſhe knew was but a 
few miles diſtant. 5 
The train of misfortunes which purſued me 
ordered it ſo, that when the Counteſs arrived, 
there was no chaiſe to be had for her daughter; 
the Abbeſs thought of an expedient, which was 
to ſend a meſſenger to Madame de G— for 
one, and in the mean time Mademoi ſelle  Elbieusx 
was to ſtay at the monaſtery: In ſuch caſes, 
the ſtrangers uſually dined in a parlour, but my 
ill-fated deſtiny inclined. her to dine in the 
refectory, where we met. There are in life, 
often effeted by. mere chance, occurrences ſo. 
very ſingular, that one is apt to attribute them: 
to premeditated deſigns: In reality, nothing 
eould be more extraordinary that what happened 
to me at this. juncture. I hough there was no- 
thing ſurpriſing in the Count's being confined, 
every day producing adventures of that nature, 
yet 42 never ſatisfy myſelf as to this inci- 


dent, eſpecially when it ſo nearly concerned me 
| : nat: 
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not to be diſcovered. But to return to our 
hiſtory. 5 | 

| Mademoiſelle q Elbieux's outcries drew ſome' 
of the Nuns after her to know the occaſton. 
Her reſentment againſt me exerted itſelf very 
ſeverely; ſhe gave them my hiſtory (not for- 
getting what I came from), ſetting off every 
circumſtance in the ſtrongeſt colours malice could 
poſſibly invent; and all this before the Abbeſs 
and ſeveral of the Nuns. The Abbeſs, piqued 
at her being impoſed on, aflured Mademoiſelle 
d Elbieux, that ſince it was fo, ſhe would ſend 
me away very ſhortly. 1371 | 
A chaiſe being brought the next morning, 
Mademoi ſelle d Elbieux went away; for my part, 
that day and the following night were ſpent in 
the cruelleſt agitations. The amiable Sr. Agnes, 
terrified at the continual faintings which ſeized 
me, employed all the care the tendereſt friend- 
ſhip could deviſe in my behalf: Take courage, 
„% my dear,” ſaid ſhe, you will one ; 
« ſurmount theſe difficulties, I undertake to 
4c foretell; in the mean time, 1ence and 
« policy muſt not be wanting; if you ſuffer” 
« yourſelf to be thus caſt down, the whole 
<< monaſtery will believe all the wicked creature 
has advanced; ſhe exceeds by far the cha- 
«©. rater you gave of her: Nevertheleſs, you 
«© have this comfort, you are generally beloved, 
© and conſequently the will find very little 
credit.“ Ah! my dear friend,” replied I, 
* calumny bears a great ſway, and eafily leaves 
© mark: But that is not the worſt I dread; 
* ſooner or later, what ſhe has alledged will 
| | be- 
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© be remembered; and when I reflect on the 
© conſequences that may naturally follow, I 
© give myſelf over for loſt. When Mademoiſelle 
4 i Elbieux arrives at Madame de G 85 
© her tears and juſt reſentment will intirely de- 
© ſtroy the little intereſt I have left with my 
< patroneſs, as every thing makes againſt me; 
the letters ſhe formerly wrote, which I have 
© mentioned to you, left too deep an impreſſion 
in Madame de G 's mind, to ſay no- 
© thing of what has happened ſince; her abrupt 


* 


manner of leaving me, the little notice ſhe 


© takes of me at preſent, are they not fatal in- 


A dications that J am not miſtaken ? Ves, con- 


tinued I burſting into tears, and to compleat 
< my miſery, I ſhall perhaps be torn from you: 
© This very monaſtery, once ſo hateful, through 
© the friendſhip with which you are pleaſed to 
© honour me, is become the deareſt object of 
my wiſhes.” St. Agnes plainly ſhewed by her 
tears and careſſes, how much ſhe was affected 
with what I ſaid, when a perſon came to ac- 
quaint me that the Abbeſs called for me. Ah!“ 
cried I, here begins my new train of mis- 

* fortunes. I ſollowed the Nun who came for 
me, St. Agnes making a ſign that ſne would wait 
for me in her cell. I came to the Abbeſs's 
chamber under terrible apprehenſions; ſhe was 
ſurrounded by ſeveral Nuns, who talked: to her 
with great vehemency: I no: ſooner appeared, 
but 2 general ſilence followed. Come hither, 
« Miſs,” cried the Abbeſs, pray inform me, 
c as to beſure you can, what reaſon Madame 
de G could have for deceiving me, and 
| RIM ** paſhng; 
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ee paſſing you upon me for her niece. Had ſhe 
« thought fit to have truſted me with the ſecret, 
« jt might have been of ſervice to you, eſpecially 
as I am ſenſible of the obligations I have to 

« that lady, which I am not aſhamed to ac- 
« knowledge, as all here preſent can witneſs. 
In all-appearance you are much in favour with 
her; her adopting a country girl for her niece, 
« is certainly a convincing proof. You ſeem a 
ce little confounded; but take courage, you 
« come too well recommended, to have the 


4e leaſt reaſon to apprehend any ill uſage from 


„ me: Nevertheleſs, tell the truth; for that 


alone can entitle you to an abode here. Con- 
« ſider whether you had beſt intereſt me in your 


« behalf, or provide for yourſelf - - © 
This harangue, from a reverend perſon, went 


ſo far as to draw tears, but gave me no encou- 


ragement to ſpeak my mind; as it laſted a con- 
ſiderable while, through her want of breath, I 
had ſufficient time to reflect how I ſhould be- 
have; I concluded not to explain myſclF-till I 
heard from Madame de G=——, who, it was 
natural to imagine, upon Mademoiſelle d El- 
bieux's arrival, would come to a reſolution, and 
either ſend a meſſenger, or write to me. Upon 
this, I anſwered ; * That I knew Mademoiſelle 
4 Elbieux, and the little favour I could expect 
© at her hands; but as to the airs ſhe had been 


© pleaſed to give herſelf, and the character ſhe had 


© beſtowed on me, it was a myſtery I could not 
pretend to unravel ; that I had nothing more 
to ſay, but was ready to return, if it ſhould 
* be required,” The Abbeſs, ſurprized to. ſee 
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me ſo reſolute, whiſpered one of the Nuns, and 
then made a ſign for me to retire, which I did, 
making a low curteſy, and repaired to my cell, 
where [| found St. Agnes waiting for me in great 
anxiety. | | 
She was all in tears, and it was my turn to 
comfort her; the apprehenſion that I ſhould be 
ſent away, and the fear of loſing ſo intimate a 
friend, alarmed her cruelly. And indeed, what 
can be a greater conſolation than to ſhare our 
griefs with thoſe who affeQionately intereſt 
| themſelves in our behalf i The remaining part 
of the day was ſpent in melancholy reflections, 
and we did not part till very late at night. 
| Notwithſtanding the trouble of mind I lay 
under, I was on the point of falling afleep, 
when I heard my door open; I trembled every 
Joint, not being able to divine who could come 
to me at that hour. © Are you awake, dear 
LAY P” ſaid St. Agnes coming up to me. 
© Good God !” replied 1, © how you frightened 
meh I'll lay a wager,” faid ſhe ſmiling, 
«© you expected ſomebody elſe. A lover, for 
© example, at this critical juncture, would 
© have been natural enough ; but in our hiſtory 
“ it would have been a difficult matter, eſpe- 
< cially as the men of theſe days are leſs enter- 
< priſing than in the days of Knight Errantry.“ 
Saying this ſhe ſat down upon the bed, dreſſed 
in her night · cloaths; and, as white became her 
particularly well, ſhe looked charmingly hand- 
ſome; I could not forbear complimenting her 
upon it. Alas!” ſays ſne, how can you 
mind ſuch things] A convincing proof that 
| | Ys ek cc ve- 
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« we women, though engaged in the moſt ſe- 
« rious affairs, are ever prone to trifles. Would 
„ jt not have been more natural for you to 
«© have aſked the reaſon of my diſturbing you 
de at ſuch an unſeaſonable hour? © Good God!“ 
I replied, as if I could be diſturbed by one 
that is ſo dear But you ſeem to have 
letters in yonr hand, have you received any 
© Jately?* © Alas | from whom?” anſwered 
St. Annes, ** theſe are what we wrote to- 
„ oether: for I was no ſooner in bed, but I re- 
«« flected on all that had paſſed to-day, and from 
«© thence concluded, that in all probability your 
„ ſtay may be ſhort; imagine the trouble this 
„ muſt neceſfarily give me: however, a little 
« ſelf-intereſt interfered; I immediately re- 
_ © ſolved, left I ſhould be prevented by your 
* ſudden departure, to come and beg, that if 
«& am fo unfortunate as to loſe you, | theſe let- 
© ters may be taken care of, as ſoon as your 
© own affairs will admit.” I ſhall not wait: 
© for that,” I replied; © if, my dear friend, we 
© muſt part, your buſinefs ſhall have the pre- 
© ference; I know too well, by fatal experience, 
© the torture of incertitude, to abandon you to 
© it. It was my duty to have prevented you on 
© this occaſion; let the vexation I have under- 
© gone, plead my excuſe; I will make amends 
© hereafter.* Sf. Agnes took me in her arms, 
fully ſatisfied with what I had promiſed. We 
paſſed great part of the night in talking of our 
affairs, and raking proper meaſures that the let. 
ters might be ſafely delivered, and the anſwers 


returned, I ſet down in writing the names — 
E 
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the perſons and places; after which, being much 
fatigued with watching, St. Agnes retired, and 
I fell aſleep. + let 2 
I was two days under the greateſt uneaſineſs 
without having any news; on the third day 
Madame de G wrote to my Superior to put 
me into the hands of the bearer of her letter; 
ſhe took no farther notice of any thing, but that 
ſhe would ſhortly ſee her; T happened to be 
with the Superior when the expreſs arrived ; ſhe 
ſhook her head at this letter, ſaying, ** This is 
very myſterious indeed! go your ways, Miſs,” 
ſaid ſhe to me, and pack up your things, 
e whilſt I return an anſwer to Madame de 
© G——.* St. Agnes being then preſent would 
have followed me, but ſhe was ordered to ſtay 
where ſhe was ; it -was apprehended undoubt- 
edly, leſt this Nun ſhould take occaſion of my 
departure to give me ſome commiſſion. but it 
proved too late: ſo true it is, that we ſhould 
not defer buſineſs to the laſt day. 
I went to my cell diſturbed, as may be ima- 
gined, and had ſoon taken order about my de- 
parture; from thence I returned to the Lady 
Abbeſs, to take my leave, which ſhe received 
with great indifference ; it was not ſo with the 
reſt of the community and penſioners, they each. 
of them embraced me, and gave me marks of 
their friendſhip; when it came to St. Agnes's 
turn ſhe fell a crying bitterly; my ſeparation 
from this dear friend drew tears from me, as I 
ſqueezed her hand. Till then, I had not ſeen 
the perſon who came to fetch me away; at laſt 
ſhe appeared, and to my comfort it was Chri/- 
1 | tina, 
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iina, woman to Madame de G———, who, as 
1 mentioned before, loved me ſo well; in ſpite 
of my trouble I was pleaſed to ſee her. © Ah! 
dear Chriſtina, faid I to her, getting into the 
chaiſe, © what am I to hear next? Has your 
© lady any regard left for me? © I have a great 
“ deal to tell you,” replied the maid, mightily 
taken with the careſſes I beſtowed on her; 
vou ſhall hear it as ſoon as we can get out of 
« the village: God bleſs me!* cried ſhe, 
« how you are changed !”” © Truly,” replied I, 
© no great wonder; I have not had a quiet mo- 
ment ſince I came to this convent, and diſtreſs 
is no friend to beauty, but what is moſt ex- 
traordinary, if a ſmall matter caſts me down, 
the ſlighteſt ſatisfaction ſets me up again. 
As ſoon as we were got into the open 3 
I reminded Chriſtina of her promiſe: © Alas! 
replied ſhe, © I wiſh I had nothing to tell you; 
« but | love you too well, dear Jenny, to hide 
any thing from you. Pll lay you a wager 
you cannot gueſs on whoſe account you are 
taken from this monaſtery.” * Madame de 
0 Gn——5? (replied I) Miſs d Elbeux's ?? 
„No,“ ſays ſhe, the Chevalier himſelf, who 
now lies at the point of death, touched with 
< a ſenſe of all the misfortunes he has brought 
on you, deſires to ſee you with tears in his 
© eyes, and knowing the averſion his ſiſter has 
for you, he made her promiſe to receive you 
„ kindly, This young lady at firft was out- 
* rageous againſt you; Madame de 6 
* was afraid to ſpeak in your behalt, ſo much 
„ was ſhe tranſported with paſſion :; however, 
«2076, "5 N “ the 
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« ſhe ſeems fomething appeaſed ever ſince her 
„ brother has declared his intentions to her, 
« though it is eaſily perceived, ſhe only hides 
- © the rancour of her mind.” © I know her, 
- replied I, and will take care of her: but what 
5 © oo they ſay beſides,? what will they do with 
© me? why am I ſent for? what has happened 
in my abſence?” © You may eaſily imagine 
« the Margueſs has not forgot you,” ſaid Chri/- 
tina looking ſtedfaſtly an me, and you will 
be glad to hear ſomething of him ; however 
that is what J am forbid poſitively ; but that 
© would be too cruel; as I know your diſ- 
_ * cretion, I'll proceed to give you the ſatisfac- 
tion you defire. 

« That-veryday that Madame de G came 
4 hack from the monaſſer you have juſt now 
* quitted, ſhe received a letter from the Mar- 
- 6. gueſs, who deſired, in the moſt tender and 
© reſpectful manner, to hear how you did; 
«© adding, that he hoped in time to make her 
s his acknowledgments for the protection ſhe 
„Was pleaſed to grant you: The Valet de 
Chambre, who had orders from his maſter to 


„ ſee you, and perhaps to deliver you ſome 


„ letters, had but juſt time to receive his an- 
„ ſwer from my lady before he returned, be- 
„ cauſe of her apprehenſions left the N. farqueſs 
«© thould not be made ſenſible enough, that the 
affair was much talked of, having all the 
* reaſon in the world to dread the Lalet s being 
- **© ſeized every moment. 
„ Theſe tears of Madame de 8 were 
put ton true; that very night at twelve 
" "Y there 
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there came an Zxempt, bearing Lettres de 
Catchet to. arreſt the Marqueſs, the Cheva- 
lier d' Elbieux, you, my dear child, and all 
thoſe that had any concern in this unlucky 
affair : The Caſtle and the village underwent 
the ſtricteſt ſcrutiny imaginable ; they rum- 
aged the moſt private places, ſo confident 
was the Exempt of finding what he ſought 
for : He would have taken away the Che- 
valier d Elbieux ; but, on the atteſtations of 
the phyſicians and ſurgeons, that removing 
him might coſt his life, he drew up a verbal 
procels, left him in cuſtody of proper officers, 


and returned togivean account of his proceed- 


ings: Monſteur de G ſet out at the 
ſame time, and having made intereſt by his 
friends, and giving ſatisfaction to the families 
concerned, the affair took a favourable turn, 


and the officers were remanded. But though 


the Margueſs be connived at, by a particular 
favour, as well as the Chevalier, notwith- 
ſtanding the firſt of theſe is commanded not 
to appear again till farther orders, yet all 
this won't ſcreen you; the Court being in- 
formed that you are the cauſe of this duel, 
has ordered you to be arreſted and confined,” 


© Ah, my God !' cried Il, 1 am loſt! it is to 
© ſecure me then that I am brought from the 
©* monaſtery” © No,” continued Chrifting, 
** fear nothing, the ſearch is over, and they 
© imagine you are at a greater diſtance. While 
you are with my lady, you may be eaſy ; I 
won't tell you her deſign; you hall know it 


from her own mouth, 


s Al 
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All that I can tell you for certain is, that 
“J have heard my lady ſay, but for your lover's 
© father your name would not have been 
„ brought in queſtion in all this affair; he even 
* infifted you ſhould be arreſted : Alarmed at 
« your © eſcape, and ſuſpecting Madame de 
© G=—— of being your friend, he wrote her a 
* thundering letter about you, wherein he 
«© complains bitterly that ſhe was the cauſe, by 
protecting you, of the rencounter which en- 
Cy dangered his ſon's life: He peremptorily de- 
„ mands that you be admitted a Nun.” And 
© Madam,” cried I, baſtily interrupting her, 
© what ſays ſhe?? 1 don't know,” continued 
-Chriftina, ** ſhe has not communicated her 
thoughts tome on that ſubject ; but there is no 
danger of her leaving you, ſhe loves you too 
. well, If you did but know how earneſtly 
„ ſhe recommended to me to draw up the 
“ glaſſes of the chaiſe, and to hide you when 
* any one came by, you would be quite ealy : 
„Her great regard ſhould ſatisfy and convince 
e zou, that without a tender concern, ſhe 
„ could never be fo ſolicitous about trifles.” 
. Chriſtina ſaid a great deal more to encourage 
me, but in vain. I gave myſelf up to grief, 
and regretted a thouſand times my native village: 
Where's my Father, mother, ſiſter and re- 
lations ! Alas ! how happy were my days when 
I dwelt: in the peaceful cottage; though my 
eaſures were but ſimple, my cares were incon- 
fiderable : Shall 1 never live to ſee that blefled 
time again | 
At laſt we ied at the village; Chriſtina 


ſat on my lap as we came in, and took all poſ- 
| ſilble 


The Fortunate Country Maid. 241 


flb'e precautions to hide me: The poſtillion, 
who had his orders, ſet us down in the inner 
court of the Caſtle, from thence they conducted 
me into the lady's cloſet ; word was ſent her of 
my arrival; whilſt I waited for her, ſuch a 
palpitation of the heart, and oppreſſion of ſpirits 
ſcized me, as is not to be expreſſed. 

© You are come then, my poor Fermy,' ſaid 
this lady to me as ſhe entered, railing me up; 
in truth your lot is very unfortunate ; I wiſh 
with all my heart I had never known you, 
You are a good girl, and have not deſerved, 
nor brought upon yourſelf theſe unhappy ad- 
ventures ; but you are not leſs miſerable ; I ana 
extremely perplexed to know what to do with 
you: Chriſtina has told you without doubt 
all that has paſſed, and how preſſing Manſieur 
le Marqueſs de L. V. is with me to have you 
'delivered into his hands : I don't know which 
way to determine. Monſieur de G on 
the other hand wiſhes I would ſurrender you to 
that Nobleman, who engages his word, as he 
writes to me, that not only no harm ſhall 
come to you, but that he will give poſitive - 
orders to treat you gently: Notwithſtandin 
his promiſes, my friendſhip for you withholds 
me. What is beſt to be done?” © Ah Ma- 
«© dam,” cried i, falling at her feet, © pity 
your poor Jenny; if you abandon me, I muſt 
«© die in deſpair: Admit I were to depend on the 
© word of the Marqueſs, notwithſtanding the 
„ reaſons he has to be diſatisfied with me, have 
© not J great room to dread freſh adventures? 
i You know his fon, and what he is capable of 
«© doing. No ſooner will he know the place 
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« where his father has confined me, but he will 
% move Heaven and earth to ſee me, or ſteal me 
„% away: Ah, Madam, fave me from theſe new 
« difalters! Ido conjure you, abandon me firſt 
„to my evil fate, and permit me to re- 
< tire ; even this very night I will hide mvſelf 
* from the world; happy ſhould I be, could I 
« but forget myſelf !'* We will think of it, 
ſays Madame de G muſing in the mean 
time; ſtay here, I will ſtep to the Chevalier d El- 
© bieux, and know if he is diſpoſed to ſee 
© you ; he has done nothing theſe twenty-four 
© hours but call for you ; his ſiſter, of whom 
© Chriſtma has undoubtedly ſpoke to you, did her 
© utmoſt to reſtrain him from that eagerneſs; her 
oppoſition had liked to have proved fatal to him, 
he was taken with a fainting fit, and Madem- 
- orſelle q Elbieux, who loves him tenderly, was 
grieved to have been the cauſe of it, aſked his 
pardon with tears in her eyes, and promiſed him 
that for his ſake ſhe would be your friend, and 
that ſhe would receive you kindly. The 
unfortunate Chevalier feeing this alter- 
ation, embraced her, ſaying that all the world 
ſhould be ſatisfied, as ſoon as he had ſpoke to 
you. He ſent for a notary, who, as they ſay, 
has drawn up his will: The poor young man 
is very ill; the ſurgeon affirms he can never get 
the better of it without a miracle, his fever 
having no intermiſſion. Adieu, Jenny, fays 
MAadame de G as ſhe was going away, 
you ſhall hear from me preſently, be eaſy; 
who knows but God may have pity on you.” 
Madame de ( was ſcarce gone out of the 
cloſet when Mie d Elbieux appeared with a candle 
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in her hand 3; ſhe grew pale at the ſight of me! I 
believe 1 did not yield to her in that reſpet ; 


= however ſhe was more courageous than I, 0 


advanced firſt: My legs failed under me through 


aà general tremor which ſeized me : ** Can you 


forgive, my dear Fenny,” ſays this young lady 


embracing me, all the trouble I have cauſed 


« you; you have too much ſenſe to wiſh me 

tc any harm for it; the fears I was always under 

« for what has now come to paſs, occaſioned my 

& giſlike, but the condition my brother is now in, 
together with his entreaties, has extinguiſhed 
& it: Come then, your preſence may perhaps 

& contribute to his recovery: Alas ! I much 

<< fear they difſemble the danger he is really in 

[ anſwered only with my 
tears, Mademoiſelle d Elbieux's behaviour moving 

me to compaſſion: Candour is always liable o be 

impoſed upon by appearances. I followed her to 

her brothers apartment, where ſhe was no 

ſooner arrived, but ſhe cried out, © Here is my 
5e friend 7 Pray God the ſight of her 

may reſtore you to me. A faint voice re- 

plied, © Where is ſhe? let me ſee her, conti- 

nued the Chevalier, and I die content.“ Draw - 
ing near him, not without ſome apprehenſion, 

he ſtretched out bis hand to mine ; ; the agonize- 

ing voice, and death in his countenance, af- 

tected me very much. 

* I no longer regret any thing in this liſe,” 
cried he, . fince I ſee vou once more, Frny :. 
Can you forgive me all the vexations I have 
cauſed you? Will my death be ſufficient to 
atone for them? O Heaven con ince this 
| oy bi my ! remorſe for my criminal paſſion 
| N 2 towards 
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towards her If I could but live to make you 
© a witneſs of God's grace in my regard, by 
© ſhewing the horror { have for preſuming to 
© aſſault your innocence ] Inſtead of that frantic 
© love, - receive now the aſſurance of a moſt 
© ſincere and tender friendſhip: Whether I live 
© or die, I ſhall never alter: Preſent my ſervice 
© to the Marqueſs whenever you ſee him, and 
© affure him that | repent of having given him 
© ſo much uneaſinefs; I will: make amends for 
© it, by what Iſhall do for you: Do you rightly 


© underſtand me, Jen; cried he, which he 


Tepeated twice over; © Do you promiſe,” con- 
. tinued he, to pray to God to pardon me? 
Four innocence will obtain mercy for me.“ 
Pronouncing theſe words, he lifted up his eyes, 
and prayed moſt devoutly; then turning to his 
Valet de Chambre, called for what he had bid 
him lock up: The Chevalier receiving à ſmall 
pacquet ſealed, preſented me with it: This, 
ſays he, is the leaſt I could do for you, it is a 
bond for twenty thouſand livres, left by an 
© uncle, and conſequently cannot injure 
family; Mis d' Elbreux has been acquainted 
©. with it, and not only thinks it proper, but has 
© even promiſed to love you and make an ad- 
dition to it: Is not that true, dear fiſter ?* 
eried he, ſtretching forth his hand: * Your love 
© for me is too great to be indifferent to my 
memory.“ 10 1 4521 5 
The poor Chevalier, who forced tears from 
all about him, ſeemed to ſhew a glimpſe of joy 
at the kiſs his ſiſter gave me, in compliance with 
what he ſaid: He concluded by ſaying, I am 
* ſatisfied; this is alb I deſired of Heaven: In 
1 DS | 6 order 
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order to ſhew my gratitude, I now. turn all 
© my thoughts to the meditation of God's mercy.” 
Saying chis, he took my hand, and ſqueezed it, 
weak as he was; then he embraced his fiſter 
who was bathed in tears, and his Confeflor was 


brought in, after he had firſt returned thanks to 


Madame de G==——— for all her kindneſs, and 
made an obliging ſign of reſpect to all that were 
preſent, _ — 5 wn K 2 

We were eight days in ſuſpence for the 
Chevalier d Elbreux's life; ſometimes there were 
hopes, ſometimes he was given over; on the 
ninth day, the ſurgeon declared, that if the 
fever left him, he was out of danger; and at 
nizht it did fo: This news was received with 
joy, in which I ſhared with every body elſe on 
the occafion. Miß d'Eltieuxs, changed as 
much as poſſible in my regard, profeſſed a great 
friendhig for me, and declared publicly, that 
if her brother recovered this time, ſhe ſhould be 
obliged to me alone, after God, for it. E 
anſwered theſe civilities with all the affection 
poſſible; who would have thought ſhe deceived 
me, and that ſhe was forming deſigns againſt 
me, the blackeſt you can imagine between the 


moſt mortal enemies? 3 Ys 

The Chevalier d Elbieux, who had obtained 
new life and health, reſumed alſo the ſenti- 
ments of honour and probity; he ſhewed him- 
ſelf entirely free from the paſſion he had con- 
ceived for me; but there hung on him a deep 
melancholy, and he ſeemed full of ſome im- 


> 


portant delign: I could not help being ſecretly 
ſtruck at this ſerious air of his, and begun 


again to fear leſt he was medicating ſome new 
NDTIS M 3 e nterpriſe. 
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enterprife. Where, by experience, we have 
reaſon to miſtruſt, we are apt to miſconſtrue 
every thing: However, I was miffaken ; far 
different and important cares took up the 
Chevalier 4 Elbieuxs thoughts. Who would 
have imagined it? Great God ! how ought, we 
to revere thy decrees! One morning Madame 
de G ſent for me to her room; ſhe had 
a letter in her hand, and tears in her eyes: The 
fight ſtruck me; © More ill news??? . cried I, 
No, my dear child, anſwered. this amiable 
lady; read, and you'll know whether I have 
© reaſon to be moved, and whether you could 
© have foreſeen any more than |, ſuch an event.“ 
I took the letter, and read as followVs: 


4 Letter from the Chevalier d 'Flbicux to. 
| adame de . 


« DARDON me, Madam, if | went away 
« | without moſt humbly taking my leave of 


« you, and acknowledging the favours with 
« which you honoured me during my ſtay at 
« your houſe. I] write to my ſiſter to perform 
“ theſe obligations for me, my ſenſe of which 
«© no words can expreſs : If ever I obtain mercy 
ct in the ſight of God, you ſhall not be forgot in 
* my prayer s. JJ 

Knowing, through fatal experience, this 
e life to be ſubject to nothing but pafliong and 
« diſappointments; and fully convinced that 
« the things of moſt importance, to which we 
« ſacrifice all that is dear to us, are in the ſight of 
Gad but trifles, and often hurtful to ſalvation; 
that we muſt all die, and one day render an 

KEI We $2 « account 
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« account of all our actions; frightened at my 
« diforderly life, and fearing, that if Tentered 
« again into the world, I might relapſe into my 
% former dangerous habits, I have taken a re- 
« ſolution of quitting it, and retiring amongit 
« the Capuchins, where I ſhail be out of the 
« occalions of fin. I have long reliſted the in- 
« ward impulſes of a celeſtial vocation to quit 
« the world; God has at length been fo gracious 
« to determine me, by ſhewing to me the 
« gaping jaws of death, -and only preſerving me 
« from it, that J might have time to recollect 
« myſelf, and to atone for my fins. Excited by 
« this mercy, | fly where he calls, and avoid 
« every thing that may ſhake my reſolution. I 
« recommend to my ſiſter the innocent object 
“ of my palt follies, that ſhe may prevail on 
“ Jenny to forget all the vexations I have oc- 
e caſioned. I take you to be that good and 
_ « generous perſon, who will, I flatter myſelf, 
s aſſiſt her in it. I am, Madam, with reſpect, 
« Your, &c. | ds hu 


© The Chevalier ¶ Hlbieur. 


This letter made as great an impreſſion on 
me as on Madame de & , forcing tears from 
me. That inſtant entered Miſs d' Elbieus like 
a mad woman, and ſeeing me, ſaid the moſt 
diſagreeable things on the ſubject of her brothe1's 
retiring, crying out | was the cauſe of all the 
misfortunes of her family, but that ſhe would 
be revenged. Madame de G checked 
her, by recalling to ber mind her brother's in- 
tentions: theſe moving remonſtrances ſoftened 


* M 4 this, 
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enterpriſe; Where, by experience, we have 
reaſon to miſtruſt, we are apt to miſconſtrue 
every thing : However, I was miffaken ; far 
difterent and important cares took up the 
Chevalier q Elbieux's thoughts. Who would 
have imagined it? Great God] how ought we 


to rey ere thy decrees! One morning Madame 


de 6 ſent for me to her room; ſhe had 

a letter in her hand, and tears in her eyes: The 

hght ſtruck me; „ More ill news P' cried L 

| - So; my dear child, anſwered. this amiable 
dy 6 read, and you u'll know whether I have 
© reaſon to be moved, and whether you could 

© have foreſeen any more than I, ſuch an event.“ 

I took the letter, and read as follows: 15 


4 Laces 4 the Chevalier d? Flbieux 3 


. de G6. 
% 


AR DON me, Madam, ifl went away 
« without moſt humbly taking my leave of 
you, and acknowledging the favours with 
«© which you honoured me -during my ſtay at 
% your houſe. I write to my ſiſter to perform 
« theſe obligations for me, my ſenſe of which 
« no words can expreſs : If ever I obtain mercy 
in the ſight of God, you hall: not be Pres i in 


my prayers. = 


12 1 Knowing, through fatal experience; this | 


life to be ſubject to nothing but paſfiong and 
ce diſappointments; and fully convinced that 


« the things of moſt importance, to which we 


« ſacrifice all that is dear to us, are in the ſight of 
& God but trifles, and often hurtful to falvation ; 


oy, that we muſt all die, and one day render an 
| * account 


— 
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« account of all our actions; frightened at my 
« diſorderly life, and fearing, that if I entered 
„again into the world, I might relapſe into my 
« former dangerous habits, I have taken a re- 
« ſolution of quitting it, and retiring among 
© the Capuchins, where I ſhail be out of the 
« occaſions of fin. | have long reliſted the in- 
ward impulſes of a celeſtial vocation to quit 
« the world; God has at length been fo gracious 
« to determine me, by ſhewing to me the 
“ gaping jaws of death, and only preſerving me 
„ from it, that J might have time to recollect 
« myſelf, and to atone for my fins. Excited by 
« this mercy, I fly where he calls, and avoid 
« every thing that may ſhake my reſolution. I 
recommend to my ſiſter the innocent object 
of my palt follies, that ſhe may prevail on 
« FJenmy to forget all the vexations I have oc- 
« caſioned. I take you to be that good and 
« generous perſon, who will, I flatter myſelf, 
s affiſt her in it. I am, Madam, with reſpect, 

« Your, &c. . 1 


© The Chevalier d'Elbieus.” 


This letter made as great an impreſſion on 
me as on Madame de G , forcing tears from 
me. That inſtant entered M/s d' Elbieux like 
a mad woman, and ſeeing me, ſaid the moſt 
diſagreeable things on the ſubject of her brothe1's 
retiring, crying out | was the cauſe of all the 
misfortunes of her family, but that ſhe would 
be revenged. Madame de G checked 
her, by recalling to ber mind her brother's in- 
tentions: theſe moving remonſtrances ſoftened 


M 4 this, 
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this young lady, ſhe reflected a while, then came 
and embraced me, and aſked my pardon, ex- 
cuſing her violence by the loſs of a brother 
whom ſhe adored: I received theſe excuſes with 
reſpect, and anſwered in the civileſt manner. 
Candour takes all the world to be like itſelf, 
eſtranged as it is from the arts of diffimulation, 
Not long after I learnt by experience, that when 
a woman has once taken an averſion to a perſon, 
ſhe rarely changes her mind. | 
Miſs d Elbieux was the firſt to deſire Madame 
de G to keep me at her houſe, till 1 
ſhould determine how to diſpoſe of myfelf: That 
lady as well as myſelf, not ſuſpecting her black 
deſigns, placed an entire confidence in the 
friendſhip with which this lady ſeemed to honour 
us: She left us two days after to join her mother, 
who wrote to acquaint her with the enlarge 
ment of the Count d'Elbieux, and to rejoice 
with her on the Chevalier's recovery, of whoſe 
retreat they had not yet heard. Miſs d Elbreux 
gave the tendereſt marks of ber efteem, as ſhe 
got into her chaiſe, embraced me moſt affec- 
tionately ; this was the laſt kiſs I received from 
her, it was the forerunner of the blow ſhe was 
going to ſtrike. | en: "0 
Two days after her departure Madame de G— 
received a letter from her, in which I was not 
forgot, but earneſtly recommended : This new 
kindneſs effaced all remembrance of her former 
proceedings. 
I received the next morning much more ac- 
ceptable letters; Dubois was the bei rec: it was 
one continued ſeries of the warmeſt {-ntiments : 
that faithful lover, the Marque ſs, acquainted 5 
e at 


= 
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that he was then in Loerrain; that he miſſed 
being taken only by two days; that they gave 
bim hopes of returning ſhortly to Haris, but 
this news was no otherwiſe agreeable to him, 
than as he expected to ſee me there; after this 
be communicated to me a letter of his father's, 
wherein he engages him to take a tour into 
Germany, in order to forget, as he termed it, 
his late adventures; there Was not any ſort of 
mention made of me, which diſturbed my 
lover, as he obſerved to me, conſidering his 
father's character, of whom he had a great 
miſtruſt; he entreated me to give him à full 
detail of my preſent ſituation, defiring me at 
only my intereſt but my tranquillity Hould 
de the conſtant object of all his care and at- 
denten, t; e ee e 
Theſe were joyful tidings to me, and a ceſſa- 
tion of my troubles enſued. It is natural for 
thoſe Who are accuſtomed to affliction to ſeize 
the firſt interval, and ſmalleſt glimpſe of hope, 
to ſolace themſelyves; moved by the repugnance 
the weakneſs of human nature has to ſuffering. 
I wrote the Marquæſi a long letter, and told bim 
every thing that had happened to me; Dubois 
aſſured me he would have my letter in two days, 
and that he expected it with the utmoſt im- 
patience z tired to death, although they uſed 
their endeavours in the town where he was, to 
amuſe him agreeably. A ſecret inquietude 
which pot the hetter of me, made me queſtion. 
the Yale dr Ghambre upon what be had let 
drop; he told me the town where the Morgue/s 
reſided Was full of beautiful women, a great 
MS number 


* 
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number of whom thought the Marqueſs a pretty 
eman. I cannot rightly" ſay if it was 
Jealouſy, or too much niceneſs; I certainly had 

: a mind Daboi; ſhould deſcribe theſe handſome 
| Lorrainers whoſe beauty he had ex tolled: I 
made him fit down while I was at my toilette, 
and he gave me the following rennen FR I 
9 They call the town, ſaid he, where we 
re at preſent, Pont- a- Muſſon, ſituated in a 
© delięhtful country, and where, as is uſual in 
© mioft other towns, there is no regret for the 
ple ſures of Paris; the quality are extremely 

© polite, and the town's people mighty affable. 
The eaſy behaviour of the women and their 
© 2ypearance is as genteel as at Paris. Amongſt 
© thoſe who - diftinguilh themſelves by their 
© beauty and carriage, "I will name you Madame 
© de Gombervault ; ſhe has light- coloured hair, 
© and is extremely fair, with a ſweetneſs of 
a temper exceedingly captivating. Her huſband 
©. is Captain of his Royal Highnefs's Guards, 
© and acquits himſelf well in doing the honours 
© of his houſe. The Marqueſs his dined there 
eas well as at Madame la Barome d' Atel, a 
© brown beauty, of lively and elevated parts. 
© Her huſband is Chamberlain to the Prince, 
« who unites a great ſhare of probity wi tii an 
© inclination he has of obliging” alEforeigners of 
©. qiſt inction who arrive in that town. He is 
8 extremely curious in his books, and the Mar- 

© gue/s has all the reaſon" in the world” tò be 

© {atisfied with this gentlandirs ' 'behavisur: 
* The third family, ebe "he is alſo perfectly 
* well received, is that of Madame ia Prefidente 
1 "oy 1 ; " 18 Nr amiable lady, and 

: Fe 114850 Lau ae. ſpends 
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© ſpends her eſtate very elegantly and chearfully ; 
© the is always one of the firſt to- promote 
© pleaſure and mirth. Her huſband, Preſident of 
* Vitry-le- Francoiſe, is one of the moſt accom- 


© pliſhed gentlemen I know. 
\ They are very agreeable people at the 
© Prowet's of the town; his wife is fond of 
dancing, for which reaſons there are frequent 
balls at her houſe. She has two very hand- 
ſome daughters; the eldeſt is married to an 
£xempt of the Guards, whoſe name is St. Val, 
a great muſician, and a perfect maſter of the 
viol; there is but one thing laid to his 
charge, that is, he is jealous; but he is to be 
forgiven for it, becauſe his wife. is of a turn to. 
inſpire love: As the Margueſs is frequently at 
his houſe, on account of the muſic, of which 
* he is paſſionately fond, people take it into 
* their heads he has a fancy for the young. 
wife „ 0 | 
Dubois was going on when J interrupted him ;; 
2 ſudden uneaſineſs ſeized me, and I thought: 
he concealed ſomething; ** You paſs very 
« ſlightly,” ſaid I, © over Madame de St. Yal ;, 
** tell me ſincerely if your maſter, to paſs away: 
«« the time, never makes love to her: Ah l 
ah!“ cried Dubois ſmiling, I believe Mi ſ, 
God forgive me, you are jealous? © Who. 
*© 1? not at all,” aid I bluſhing, it would 
very ill become me, nor do I preſume to 
** controul the Marqueſs. I pronounced theſe. 
words with tears in my eyes, quickly turning 
myſelf away. Dubois, who percewed it, and 
wa very much devoted to me, knowing the 
ſecret intentions of his maſter, and how. much 
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it would diſpleaſe him ſhould he give me the 
leaſt diſquiet, eaſed me of my alarms, which I 
had not power to hide from him, by giving me 
an exact detail of the life his maſter led: As he 
_ faw this appeaſed me, he reſumed his diſcourſe, 
and told me a number of pretty adventures that 
had happened at Pont-a-Moufſon, which may 
find a place perhaps in the courſe of theſe Me- 
moirs. ö 

We were in one of the moſt pleaſant of them 
cauſed by jealouſy, at which J was laughing 
very heartily, when Madame de G came 
and interrupted us: She gave Dubois a letter for 
his maſter, who waited for nothing but his 
diſpatch; he took leave of us, and went away 


I felt a vaſt conſolation in having wrote to the 
Marques; it was the firſt letter he received 
from me, wherein the ſentiments of my heart 
were clearly expreſſed. Nothing gives greater 
relief than the unboſoming one's ſelf, eſpecially 
when one is not ſo much confined to the forme 
of decorum and modeſty ; I never ſhould have 
been able to have ſaid ſo much by word of 
mouth, as I ventured to do by my pen; he has 
fince owned to me, my letter overwhelmed him 
with joy: I imagine, from my own experience, 
when love is built on eſteem and virtue, that 
the ſweets it affords ſurpaſs a hundred times 
thoſe. that ariſe from a hurry of the paſſions ; 
at leaſt I have heard ſo from thoſe who have 
known both; but to return. Every body has 
his taſte, and I think that. ought not to be 
diſputed. * 
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In the mean time, as I grew up,. my reaſon 
augmented with my years; this furniſhed me 
with a ſteadineſs which ſupported me againſt the 
dreadful apprehenſions of what was to come. 
Madame de G——— who had a great deal of 
wit, and knowledge of the world, gave a polite 


turn to my education; the ſincere attachment 


ſhe perceived I had to her, ſo prepoſſeſſed her 
in my favour, that ſhe would paſs whole days 
in my company ; theſe frequent converſations 
had cleared up my underſtanding ; without living 
in the world, I had learnt all its ways from the 
various hiſtories ſhe had placed before my ey 

and the daily tranſactions that paſſed: when 

was alone, I examined with care all that had 
been ſaid, and had penetration enough to draw 
this concluſion in general, that each ſeaſon of 
our lives draws after it its neceſſary depend- 
encies 3 from hence I was perſuaded that in a 


ſucceſſion of things, life paſſes away, and that 


preſent evils are to be ſupported by the confider- 
ation that they either give way to or are re- 
lieved by, freſh events that make us forget the 
paſt ; in fine, upon theſe principles I drove on 
the time, if I may be allowed the expreſſion, 
in hopes that ſooner or later I ſhould accompliſh 
what I deſired; and this end, this point, I will 


own it without a bluth, was to ſee myſelf one 


day united to my lover. Hil 

I I will not venture to ſay, that people have a 
a preſcience of what is to happen to them: as 
a woman, it is not allowed me to diſcuſs the 


point, nor would my ſentiment be of any 


weight; all I know for certain is, that having 


Raid pretty late one night with Madame de G—, 
ES | I went 


- 
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I went to my chamber extremely uneaſy, which 
| was not uſual: I had all the difficulty ima- 
_ ginable in going to bed, though this was ſcarce 
ever the caſe : Not knowing how to account for 
my want of ſleep. I began to..read the Mar- 
queſſes's letters, hoping that might ſoothe me: 
Bur whether that they brought my . afflitions 
freſh to my memory, or that the ſtile of a lover 
is no promoter to ſleep in young people, I was 


not able to cloſe my eyes! however I put out 


my candle, and went to bed; the crowing of 
the cocks who proclaimed the approach of day, 
made me wiſh for ſome reſt; but, vain attempt! 
it was to no purpoſe to ſhut my eyes, or change 
my poſture, I was no ſooner ſettled on one fide, 
but I toſſed to the other: Fheſe perpetual agi- 
tations tormented me to that degree, that J re- 
ſolved to riſe and light my candle; in ſhort, 
I was juſt getting up when I heard a knock at 
my door: | ſtarted up through fright; it was 
then but dawn of day, and they were never uſed 
to diſturb me at that hour; my door was ſtrongly 
bolted ; for ever ſince the deſign of taking me 
away, I was very exact in theſe precautions: 
however they redoubled their blows ; I aſked in 
a ſearful voice what they wanted; it was Ma- 
© dane de G—— that anſwered, and bid me 
open the door, but in ſuch a tone, that chilled 
my blood; I thought ſhe was not alone, and, 
that a man was talking with her; I ſnatched up 
my gown in niy arms, and the door being opened. 
I ſaw a gentleman enter accompanied by Ma- 
dame de G—— ; his mouth was opened to ſpeak,, 
but aſter having fixed his eyes on me, he turned 
them towards my protectreſs: Truly, Madam, 


cried 


. 


P 
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cried. he,, +I did not think. to diſturb fo pretty 
a lady; I am no longer ſurpriſed at the. appre- 
© hen jons Monſieur le Marqueſs de L. V. is 
© under: The cunning and intrigue of this 
" lovely girl, may chance to coſt his ſon many a 
© jaunt,” During this diſcourſe, Madame de 
6— had flung herſelf upon my bed, where I 
lay in a terrible fright, _ © Ab! Femy, how 
% unhappy am J, ſaid ſhe to me, to have 
«© known you now, and to loſe you ſo ſoon!““ 
This diſcourſe overwhelmed my agonizing ſoul. 


WE [.; Heaven!” cried I in tears, What is it 


© you ſay to me, Madam? Ah! I will never 


leave you, I will ſooner die !? ang threw 1 


into her arms. | 

The ſtranger drawing near i in a polite manner, 
am mortified, my charming young lady,” 
ſaid he, “ to give you this trouble; and much 
«© more for the orders I have for an arreſt. You - 
«© will find nevertheleſs, with the help of that 
© underſtanding this lady ſays you poſſeſs, and 
0 which I make no doubt. ſome reaſon not to be 
« dejected. Momſieur le Marqueſs on obtaining 
«a Lettre de Catchet to put you into a monaitery, 
* ought. to have made uſe of thoſe perſons who, 
* are appointed. for that purpoſe; but he in- 
«© truſted me with his deſign and his motives; 


a ſecret inclination made me deſire this com- 


9 miſhon, more out of curioſity, than airy de- 
© fign of diſpleaſing you: I will add a third 
CE motive, and I will not diflemble before this 
% lady, being thoroughly convinced from the 
* friendſhip the profeſſes for you, that ſhe may 


„ 


. be truſted; I am a friend and humble ſer- 


* vant of my couſin, your lover: 4 not with- 
R : Rariding 
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& ſtanding his want of confidence in the, 1 
knew the whole affair; as ſoon as. it broke 
„cout, and as I underftood the intentions of the 
& Margueſs his father, pretended to approve. 
© them to be able the better to manage his re- 
<  ſentments ; ſo that, Miſi, you have nothing. 
<< to fear; all the hurt you will have is to be 
<< ſeparated from Madame de G, and much: 
« happier days will obliterate the remembrance. 
<< of the preſent ; I muſt confeſs your tears and. 
<< condition greatly moves me, and I would: 
„ not for the world have entered ſo far into this 

EE FL. i SL. EEE, 
Monſieur de St. Fal (that was the ſtranger's 
name) ſighed when he ſpoke theſe words. 
Madame de & endeavoured, from the con- 
cern ſhe ſhewed, to engage him to return with- 
out me; and to ſay for his excuſe, that I had: 
made my eſcape two days before his arrival: 
It is not practicable, Madam,” replied he, 
* my uncle knows perfectly well that 14/5 is- 
«© here at your houſe ; a perſon you know, 
«© whom I muſt not name, has a ſpy in pay here at 
« this time, who, in caſe Mademei/elle had. 
gone from your houſe, was to have followed 
ce her, and informed where ſhe went: You ſee, 
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nefs of this wretch : Shrugging up her ſhoulders, 
| ſhe took me in her arms, proteſting ſhe never 
would abandon me. I cannot oppoſe the 
« King's orders,” faid ſhe, © nothing leſs 
«« ſhould tear you from my arms. The letter 
c your lover's father writes, is filled with apo» 
&« logies, for the violence which he is obliged to 
« uſe, to prevent, he ſays, fatal conſequences 3 
ce it is in conſideration to me, continued ſhe, 


cc that he has ſent his nephew inſtead of an Exempt, | 


„ knowing,” ſays ſhe, © how much i eſteem you: 
« On this account he aſſures me you ſhall be 
6 treated with the utmoſt tenderneſs : Where- 

“ fore, my dear girl, take COURSE, ſubmit to 
© neceſſity, and behave. yourſelf always with 


66 prudence ; God will bleſs you, and will make | 


«© you triumph over fortune, and all theſe 2 
« accidents.” She made a ſign to Men ſieur 


St. Fal to retire for a moment; and this charm- 


ing lady to animate me, took the moſt effectual 
e 2 "26 
way by telling me, © that it was on the like 
« occaſions I ought to manifeit myſelf worthy 
of the ſentiments the argue/s had for me, 
© and ſhew an elevation of mind above my 
© birth, which would reflect a confuſion on 
nature and fortune for having been miſtaken 
© in bringing me into the world; beſides 
% 'Zemy, conſider the more you ſuffer, the more 
© you will endear yourſelf to your lover. I 
* ſay no more, you underſtand me; we muſt 
„ wait God's pleaſure to accompliſh the reſt,” 


This exhortation made an impreſſion; I found 


it conformable to what paſſed in my own breaſt : 
© Yes,” ſays I, getting up and preparing to depart; 
the Margueſs hall acknowledge this a 

Ie I make 


* 
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I make bim.“ I ſtifled my tears, and imme- 
diately reſumed a ſerene countenance : I ap- 

Peared quite another perſon to Monſieur de St. 
Fal, who entered a moment after; he was ſur- 

prifed ard charmed to ſee it. I hehaved with all 
the civilities his age and rank required, acquaint- 
ing him 1 was ready to obey the orders he bore, 
beſecching him to aſſure MH. le Marqueſs at his 
return, that I had a reſpect for every thing that 
came from him, his ſeverity not excepted. M. 
de St. Ful ſeveral times applauded my good 
ſenſe and reſolution. When all was ready, I 
embraced my much loved protectreſs with the 
greateſt fondneſs ; it was in vain to pretend to 


Tefrain; this farewell was attended with my tears, 


and I had the fame 'proofs of her ſincerity : 
In giving me the laſt adieu, ſhe lid her purſe into 
my hand, without the Count's perceiving it. 
As ſoon as we got into the chaiſe, poor Chriſtina 
broke out into loud Jamentations. 


While we were on the road, which was two 


days longer than neceſſary, for a reafon I ſhall 
mention hereafter, MH. de St. Fal behaved with 
as much reſpect ag if I had been a perfon of the 
| ones quality: I muſt except indeed the 
firſt day, which ſeemed no very favourable 
omen of what was to come. They had repre- 
fented me to him in ſuch a malicious light, that 
he concluded, as I had no education, he ſhould 
* have an eaſy conqueſt, and from thence aſſumed 


a very familiar air; but was much ſurpriſed to 


find himſelf taken up with a reſolution .and 


_ politeneſs he little expected; in order to intt- 
midate me, he ſet out with making me. ſenſible 


of the power with which he was veſted, and the 


great f 
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Was threatened, nor the: deluding baits ſet before 
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rs) fortune had put between us. 


Under a pretence of giving advice to prevent 


. 


„ miſerable the reſt of my days, 
he counſelled me, as 4 friend, to abate 
ſomething of my haughtineſs, and ſuit my 


behaviour to my rank, the moſt natural method, 


as he frankly owned, I could poſſibly take. ' Lo 


make this notable harangue the more pathetick, 


my charms, and the effect tney had on him, were 


not forgot; to ſay nothing of thoſe familiar ap- 


pellations of dear child, pretty girl. &c. He 
added, how great a pity it would be, for one 
ſo handſome and genteel to be buried alive; 
hinting from time to time that no favour was to 
be expected from the old Marqreſs, who, as 
St. Fal confeſſed, was much incenſed againſt 
me, and conſequently, if I was once ſecured in 
the place his orders directed, I muſt bid an eter- 
nal adieu to the pleaſures of life; for that either 
by fair or other means I ſhould be compelled to 
become a Nun: From threats he made an artful 
tranſition to motives of a more alluring nature, 
inviting me to accept of, and comply with his 
paſſion; and as he ſuppoſed I could not refuſe 
him, he aſſured me that not only he would ſecure 
me from falling into the hands of the old Mar- 
gueſs, but even make me perfectly happy. | 

Without vouchſafing any anſwer to ſuch pro- 
poſals, I only/defired, with an air that put him 
out of countenance, that he would not trouble 
me with any more diſcourſe of this nature, 


but content himſelf” with executing the commiſ- 
ſion he had undertaken : For that he might be 


aſſured, neither the - misfortunes with which I 


me, 
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me, ſhould ever prevail upon me to deviate from 
the plan I had laid down, of a ſteady adherence 
to the principles of virtue and honour. I he 
Count rallied me upon the odneſs of my be- 


baviour, as he was pleaſed to term it; diſplayed, 


though to no purpoſe; a more modiſh ſyſtem of 
morality, and ſeemed ſeveral times inclined to be 
very free withme- Thad the addreſe, in a polite man- 
ner, to defeat his attacks, and make him ſenſible how 
unworthy a part he acted for a well- bred man, in 
endeavouring, by the power and authority chance 
had put into bis bands, to ſeduce a youn 
creature, left without any defence but what her 
tears and weakneſs could afford; ] made it a 
point wherein virtue and honour were highly in- 
tereſted, and touched. him nicely concerning the 
rank and behaviour of a man of quality; in 
fine, virtue tupplied me with ſo much eloquence 
on the occaſion, that this young Nobſeman, 
dangerous as he was, and ho that very evening 
could hot prevail on himſelf to leave my bed- 


chamber, at laſt retired covered with confuſion, 


for having drawn upon bimſelf ſo —_ remon- 
ſtrances, the ſolidity of which he could not but 
acknowledge, begging of me to forget the vex- 
ation he had occaſioned, for which he promiſed 
to make an ample ſatisfaQtion by a far different 


condud for the future. Laccepted of his excuſes | 


in a proper manner, and went to bed cruelly 
diſturbed, as well with what had happened, as 
what was ſtill to eome. 

The next day St. Tul changed his battery: 
quite another man, behaving with al the polite- 
neſs. imaginable, in which 1 thought proper 


not to-be chind- and. He took up ſeveral 


amuſin g 
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amuſing ſubjects to divert me, as he faid on my 
journey. His converſation was eaſy, and plainly 
ſhewed he had ſeen a great deal of the world, 
ind did not want wit ; he was ſurprifed to find 
I had ſome ſhare of it myſelf, looking upon me 
in the main as a mere country girl; but he 
ought to have known, that nothing is more apt 
to take a right turn, than a young perfon, who 
has the happineſs to fall into proper hands. Be- 
ſides, m7 misfortunes had unlightened my under- 
ſtanding, and taught me to make proper reflec. 
tions; to ſay nothing of the friendſhip with 
which Madame de G had honoured me, a lady 
of noble ſentiments, and exceedingly well bred, 
and who had taken a pleaſure in forming me, 
ſo that J entirely pofſefled myſelf, whatever was 
the ſubje& of the converſation. A thorough 
knowledge of the world, it is true, can only be 
acquired by experience ; but where there is. 
a tolerable capacity, and a deſire of being in- 
ſtructed, in a little time a conſiderable progreſs 
be made. | | 
Part of the third day paſſed without a word 
from the Count: He viewed me frequently with 
2 kind of ſatisfaction, which often ended with 


2 ſigh; this behaviour very much alarmed me, 


leſt he ſhould fall in love, and prove another 
Chevalier d Elbieux; I turned pale at the very 
thought, alone as I was, no friend near, and 
abandoned by the whole world. Sometimes I 
had thoughts of endeavouring to make my 


eſcape, but whither ſhould I go? What part of 


the country was I in? A powerful family, in 


| Whoſe hanis I was, wiolently incenſed againſt 


me; beſides, with ſhame I own it, I no longer 
* | had 
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had the courage. 1 was formerly — of; 1 
Was: groen "weak and tender, by being bred a 
fine ſady, and had loſt that roughneſs which 


boldly faces any danger; à thouſand appre- 


henſions concurred to alarm. me, and made ſuch 


an impreſſion, that the . plainly perceived 
« Have. you a mind to ſtop, Jenny? ſaid 


hs Count; — by your countenance I am afraid 


© you are ill.” Does the: Journey fatigue vou 
4 too much? You lm N in | thought, 
6 and under. uneal lineſs : 1 
Q"remember. What paſſed when I h d the mis- 
wat fortune to incur your diſpleaſure : Let me in- 


2 treat it as a favour, that you deal ſincerely 


* 1 to do every thing that 
ontr;bute to 1 vou eaſy, 


B K N. ogcaſions ak ing amends 
& 7 che 2 5 * ITS a miſtake 


« 57 12 unjuſt, prejudice, which, the, knowledge 
4 Ag, diſtinguiſhed merit bas entirely ba- 


&« © niſhed.” 1 


"This © N the cruel 3 1 * which 


then, perplexed, mey the apprehenſion of what 
was, to come, the new. convent, indeed, with 


which I was, threat 


“ grief overwhelms, inc, I cannot bear it any 


60 ſonger * Nick tee, a thouſand reaſons 


<< for. "the .contrarys, a prevail 
cc me, Miß, to ur intereſt; ſo far even 28 


"S 


& not to, comply. with the injunctiqus which 


&« firſt 'brought us. acquainted; cannot be ſo 


& void of- compathon; to & cue m com- 


— * miſſion, which, from bat 1 faidahe other 


0 4 day, 
. 


, all put together, melted 
his 1s too: much,?? cried the. 


Count de.St. Fab; moved at my 1 condition; 6 your 


ing mo ive attaches 
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« day, I eaſily gueſs. has given you this diſ- 
« turbance; but, make yourſelf eaſy; what- 
ever may be expected from me, I cannot bear 
e to do any thing which forces tears from the 
« fineſt eyes I ever beheld; you ſhall be con- 
e vinced how great an effect your charms have 
& on all thoſe who approach you; don't bluſh 
<« at the acknowledgement I make, it pleads an 
* excuſe for my couſin's paſſion, whoſe happineſs 
„% ] envy, and profeſs myſelf his rival; but be 
« affured, I will not in the leaſt employ the op- 
e portunity fortune has put into my hands, 
„ either to diminiſh your inclinations for the 
« Marqueſs, much leſs to conſtrain you to make 
« any return for the vivacity of thoſe ſentiments 
* with which you have inſpired me. You ſigh,” 
continued the Cont, taking me by the hand, 
do you doubt of my fincerity ? Put it im- 
© mediately to a trial, and you will know how 
c“ far I am to be depended upon. Sz Ful itopped 
here, and ſeemed to expect my anſwer. Whatever 
reaſon he gave me to believe he had an inclination 


for me, I was equally alarmed, and the more diſ- 


cretion it ſeemed accompanied with, I looked upon 
it the more dangerous; I knew not whatto ſay, 
and my eyes, fixed upon the ground, diſcovered 
my perplexity. What means this ſilence M/s ?? 
continued St Fal, “ is it a mark of your diſtruſt ? 
Do you think me capable of impoſing upon you? 
lf theſe are your ſentiments, I plainly ſee I muſt 
** now pay for the indifference, in which I have 
** hitherto lived, and ſh}! ſeverely repent the 
*© raſhneſs 1 have been uilty of, in thus ex- 
I poſing my liberty; ought I not to have tore- 
e ſeen this, and have concluded from my 

«© coulin's. 
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© couſin's paſſion, to whoſe delicacy in affairs of 
© this nature I am no ſtranger, thatfyou were 
s certainly a very accompliſhed perſon ? Never- 
© theleſs, whatever injuſtice you may ſhew in 
e my regard, or treatment I may rereive at 
* your hands; I muſt not regret my having 
ec yndertaken this commiſſion, ſince it furniſhes 
© me with an opportunity of ſerving you. You 
© ſhall know very ſhortly, continued he, 
a Fenzy, that to ſay and to do, is one thing 
« with me.” Saying this, the Count put his 
Head out of the chaiſe, and ordered one of the 
ſervants, who rode by, to direct the poſtillion to 
take the firſt road to Per ſailkes. The ſervant, 
ſurpriſed at this, replied, that Aanſſeur le Mar- 
gueſy's orders were direAly. contrary, and that 
— Do as you are bid,” cried the Ount, 
interrupting him, and leave the reft to me.” 
. Accor 21 the ſervant retired, and we ſoon 
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